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POLITICAL ©GCONOMY. 


A Circular Letter from his 
Excellency General Wafh- 
ington, Commander in 
chief of the Armies of the 
United States of America, 
addreffed to the Governors 
of the feveral States, on 
refigning his Command, 
and retiring from public 
Bufinefs. 

Head Quarters, Newburgh, 

une 18, 1783. 


SIR, 


HE great object, for 

which I had the honour 
to hold an appointment in the 
fervice of my country, being 
accomplifhed, I am now pre~ 
paring to refign it into the 
hands of congrefs, and ret rn 
to that domeftic retirement, 
which, it is well known, I left 
with the greateft reluctance 3 


a retirement for which I have 
never ceafed to figh through a 
long and painful abfence, and 
in which, (remote from the 
noife and trouble of the world) 
I meditate to pafs the remain- 
der of life, in a ftate of undif- 
turbed repofe: but, before I 
carry this refolution into ef- 
fect, I think it a duty incum- 
bent on me, to make this my 
Ja{t official communication, to 
congratulate you on the glo- 
rious events which heaven has 
been pleafed to produce in 
our favour ; to offer my fenti- 
ments refpecting fome impor- 
tant fubjects, which appear to 
me to be intimately connected 
with the tranquility of the 
united ftates ; to take my leave 
of your excellency as a public 
character ; and to give my fi- 
nal bleffing to that country, 
in whofe fervice I have fpent 
the prime of my life ; for 
whofe 
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whofe fake I have confumed 
fo many anxious days and 
watchful nights ; and whofe 
happinefs, being extremely 
dear to me, will always contti- 
tute no inconfiderable part of 
my own. 

Impreffed with the livelict 
fenfibility on this pleafing oc- 
cafion, I will claim the indul- 
gence of dilating the more co- 
pioufly on the fubject of our 
mutual felicitation. When we 
confider the magnitude of the 
prize we contended for, the 
doubtful nature of the con- 
teft, and the favourable man- 
ner in which it has termina- 
ted—we fhall find the greateft 
poffible reafon for gratitude 
and rejoicing: this is a theme 
that will afford infinite delight 
to every benevolent and libe- 
ral mind, whether the event 
in contemplation be confider- 
ed asa fource of prefent en- 
joyment, or the parent of fu- 
ture happinefs ; and we fhall 
have equal occafion to felici- 
tate ourfelves on the lot which 
providence has affigned us, 
whether we view it in a natu- 
ral, a political, or moral point 


of light. 


The citizens of America,: 


placed in the moft enviable 
condition, as the fole lords 
and proprictors of a vat 
tract of continent, compre- 
hending all the various foils 
and climates of the world, 
and abounding with all the ne- 


ceffaries and converiencies of 


life, are now, by the late fatis- 


factory pacification, acknow- 
ledged to be poffeffed of abfo- 


_ lute freedom.and independen- 
‘ 


cy. They are from this period 
to be confidered as actors on 
a molt confpicuous theatre, 
which feems to be peculiarly 
defignea by providence ‘or the 
difplay of human preatnefs 
and felicity. Here they are 
not only furrounded with 
every thing that cen contri- 
bute to the completion of pri- 
vate and domeftic enjoyment ; 
but heaven has crowned all its 
other bleifings by giving a 
furer opportunity for political 
happinefs, than any other na- 
tion has ever been favoured 
with. Nothing can illuftrate 
thefe obfervations more forci- 
bly than a recollestion of 
the happy conjuncture of 
times and circumflances, un- 
der which our republic af- 
fumed its rank among the na- 
tions. The foundation of our 
empire was not laid in a gloo- 
my age of ignorance and fu- 
perftition, but at an epocha 
when the rights of mankind 
were better underftood, and 
more clearly defined, than at 
any former period. Refearches 
of the human mind aiter focial 
happinefs have been carried to 
a great extent; the treafures 
of knowledge acquired by the 
labours of philofopheis, fages, 
and legiflators, through a long 
fuccefion of years, are laid 
open for ufe, and their collec- 
ted wifdom may be happily 
applied in the eflablifiment of 

our 
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our forms of government. The 
free cultivation of letters, the 
unbounded extenfion of com- 
merce, the proereflive refine- 
ment of manners, the growing 
liberality of fentiment, and, 
above all, the pure ana benign 
licht of revelation, have hada 
teh te laiiecines on man- 
kind, and increafed the blef- 
fings of fociety. At this auf- 
picious period, the united 
{tates came into exiftence as a 
nation: and if their citizens 
fhould not be completely free 
and happy, the faule will be 
entirely their own. 
Such is our fituation, 
fuch are our profpects : but 
notwithi{tandi a the cup of 
bleffing is thus reached out to 
us——notwithfta inding happi- 
nefs is ours, if we have a dif- 


and 


po: Stion to Solon the oc cafi ( mn, 
and make it our own—yet it 


appears to me there is 
tion ftill left to the waited 
ftates of America, whether 
they will be refpectable and 
profperous, or contemptible 
and miferable as a nation. 
This is the time of their politi- 
cal probation. This is the mo- 
ment when the ; of the 
whole world are turned upon 
them. This is the moment 
to eftablifh or ruin their na- 
tional character for ever. This 
is the favourable moment 
to give SUCH A TONE 
TO THE FRBDERAL GO- 
/t RNMENT, aswillenable 
it to anfwer the ends of its in- 
f{ticution; or, this may b: the 


an op= 
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ill-fated moment for relaxing 
the powers of the union, anni- 
hilating the cement o! ‘the con- 
federation, and expofing us to 
become the fort of European 
politics, which may play one 
itate againft another, to pre- 
vent their growing impor- 
tance, and to ferve their own 
interefted purpoles. For, ac- 
cording to the iyftem of po- 
licy the ftates fhall adopt at 
this moment, they will ftand 
or falk; and, by their confir- 
mation or lapfe, it is yet to be 
decided, whether the revolu- 
tion muft ultimately be confi- 
dered as a bleilinge or a curfe; 
a blefiing or a curfe, not to 
the prefent age alone, for with 
our fate will the deftiny of 
unborn millions be involved. 
With this conviction of the 
importance of the prefent cri- 
fis, filence in me would be a 
crime. I will therefore {peak 
to your excellency the lan- 
guage of freedom and fince- 
rity, without difguife. I am 
aware, however,, thofe who 
differ from me in ecenaney fen- 
timents, may, thaps, re- 
mark, I am hepping out of 
the proper line of my duty ; 
and they may poflibly afcribe 
to arrogance or oftentation, 
what I know is alone the refule 
of the pureft intention. But the 
rectitude of my own heart, 
which difdains fuch unworthy 
motives---the part I have hi- 
therto acted in life---the de- 
termination I have formed of 
not taking any fhare in p iblic 
buiinels 
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bufinefs hereafter---the ardent 
defire I feel, and fhall conti- 
nue to manifeft, of quietly en- 
joying, in private life, after 
all the toils of war, the bene- 
fits of a wife and liberal go- 
vernment, will, I flatter my- 
felf, foones or later, convince 
my countrymen, that I could 
have no finifter views in deli- 
vering with fo little referve the 
opinions contained in this ad- 
drefs. 

There are four things which 
I humbly conceive are effen- 
tial tothe well-being, 1 may 
even venture to fay, to the 
exiftence of the united ftates 
as an independent power. 

Firk. AN INDISSOLU- 
BLE UNION OF THE 
STATES UNDER ONE 
FEDERAL HEAD*. 

Secondly. A facred regard 
to pubiic juftice. 

Thirdly. The adoption of 
2 proper peace eftablithment. 

And, fourthly, The preva- 
lenc2 of that pacific and 
friendly dif.cfition among the 
people of the united ftates, 


* May this important advice 
fink Geep into the minds o. the 
leciflators of America, and 
induce them to take fuch ne- 
cetary fteps as may be likely 
to obvict: the manifold dif- 
uefMesand misfortunes which 
have been fo fatally and fen- 
fibly felt through neglect cf 
a meafure fo indifpenfably re- 
guilte to the well! 


pene of 
the union! 
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which will induce them to for. 
get their local prejudices and 
policies, to make thofe mutual 
conce‘figns which are requifite 
to the general profperity, and, 
in fome inftaaces, to facrifice 
their individual advantages to 
the intereft of the community, 
Thefe are the pillars on which 
the glorious fabric of our inde- 
pendency and national cha- 
racter muft be fupported. Li- 
berty is the bafis---and whoe- 
ver would dare to fap the foun- 
dation, or overturn the ftruc- 
ture, under whatever fpecious 
pretext he may attempt.iit, will 
merit the bittereft execrat.on, 
and the fevereft punifhment, 
which can be inflicted by his 
injured country. : 
On the 3 firft.articles, I will 
make a few obfervations} leav- 


ing the laft to the good fenfe 
and fericus confideration of 
thofe immediately concerned. 
Under the firft head, altho’ 
it may not be neceffary or pro- 


per for mein this place to enter 
intoa particular difquifition of 
the principles of the union, 
and to take up the great quef- 
tion which has been frequent 
ly agitated, whether it be ex- 
pedient and requifite for the 
ftates to delegate a larger pro- 
portion of power to congrefs, 
or not; yet it will bea part of 
my duty, and that of every 
true patriot, to affert, without 
referve, and toinfift upon the 
following pofitions: That ur- 
lefs the feates will fuffer con- 
grefs to excreife thofe preroga- 
ie satis tives 
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tives they are undoubtedly in- 
vefted with by the conftitution, 
every thing muft very rapidly 
tend to anarchy and confufion. 
That it is indifpenfable to the 
happinefs of the individual 
ftates, that there fhould be 
lodged, fomewhere, a SU- 
PREME POWER to regulate 
and govern the general con- 
cerns of the confederated re- 
public, without which the uni- 
on cannot be of long duration. 
That there muft be a faithful 
and pointed compliance on the 
part of every ftate with the late 
lane 3: als and demands of con- 
grefs, or the moft fatal confe- 
quences wilkenfue—that what- 
ever meafures have a tendency 
to diffolve the union, or contri- 
bute to violate or lefJen the fo- 
vereign authority, ought to be 
confidered as hoftile to the li- 
berty and independency of A- 
merica, and the authorsof them 
treated accordingly---and laft- 
ly, that unlefs we can be ena- 
bled by the concurrence of the 
ftates to participate of the fruits 
of the revolution, and enjoy 
the effential benefits of civil fo- 
ciety, under a form of govern- 
ment fo free and uncorrupted, 
fo happily guarded againft the 
danger of oppreffion, as has 
been devifed and adopted by 
the articles of confederati- 
on, it will be a fubject of re- 
gret, that fe much blood and 
treafure have been lavifhed 
for no purpofe; that fo many 
fufferings have been encoun- 
tered Without a compenfation, 
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and that fo many facrifices 
have been made in vain. Many 
other confiderations might 
here be adduced to prove, that 
without an entire conformity 
to the fpirit of the union, we 
cannot exift as an independent 
power. It will be fufficient for 
my purpofe to mention but 
one or two, which feem to me 
of the greateft importance. It 
is only in our united charac- 
ter, as an empire, that our in- 
dependence is acknowledged, 
that our power can be regard- 
ed, or our credit fupported 
among foreign nations. The 
treaties of the European pow- 
ers, with the united ftates of 
America, will have no validity 
on a diffolution of the union. 
We fhall be left nearly ina ftate 
of nature, or we may find by 
our own unhappy experience, 
that there is a natural and ne- 
ceffary progreffion from the ex- 
treme of anarchy to the ex- 
treme of tyranny ; and that ar- 
bitrary power is moft eafily ef- 
tablifhed on the ruins of liber- 
ty abufed to licentioufnefs. 
As to the fecond article, 
which refpects the perfor- 
mance of public juftice, con- 
grefs have, in their late ad- 
drefs to the united ftates, al- 
moft exhaufted the fubject. 
They have explained their 
ideas fo fully, and have en- 
forced the obligations the 
ftates are under to render com- 
plete juftice to all the public 
creditors, with fo much digni- 
ty and energy, that, in m¢ 
pinion, 
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opinion, no real friend to the 


honour and independency of 


America, can hefitatea fingle 
moment rei pecting the propri- 
ety of complying with the juft 
and honourable meafures pro- 
pofed. It their arguments do 
net produce conviction, I 
know of notkine that will 
have greater influence, efve- 
cially when we recollect, that 
the fyfem referred ro, being 
the refult of the collected W if- 
dom of the continent, muft be 
efteemed, if not perfect, cer- 
tainly the !eaft objectionable 
of any that could be devifed; 
and that, if it fha!l not be 


carried into immediate execu- 
tion, a national bankruvtcy, 
with all its deplorable confe- 
quences,#will ta ke place be- 
fore any dilferent plan can 
pothbly be propofed or adopt- 


ed; fo pref lang are the prefent 
circum(ftat ces, and fuch is the 
alternative now offered to the 
ftates. 

The ability of the country 
to difcharge the debts which 
have been incurred in its de- 
fence, is not to be doubted: 
and inclination, I flatter my- 
felf, will not be wanting. The 
path of our duty is plain be- 
tore us. Honefty will be found, 
on every experiment, to be 
the beft and only true po- 
licy. Let us then, as a nation, 
be juft. Let us fulfil the pub- 
lic contracts which congrefs 
had undoubtedly a right to 
make, for the purpofe of car- 
rying on the war, with the 


fame good faith we fuppofe 
ourfelves bound to pertorm 
our private engagements. In 
the mean time, let an atten- 
tion to the chearful perfor- 
mance of their proper bufinefs, 
as indivi iduals, andas members 
of fociety, be carne ‘tly incul- 
cated en the citizens of Ame- 
rica. Then will they ftrength- 
en the hands of government, 
and be happy uncer its protec. 
tion. Every one will reap the 
fruitof his labours. Every one 
will enjoy his own acquifi- 
tions, without moleflation, 
and without danger. 

In this {tate of abjolute free- 
dom and perfect fecurity, who 
will grudge to yielda very lit- 
tle of his property to fupport 
the common interg{ts of foci- 
ety, and infure thé protection 
of government ? Who does 
not remember the frequent de- 
clarations at the commence- 
ment of the war, That we 
thould be completely fatisfed, 
if, at the expence of one half, 
we could defend the remain- 
der of our poffeffions? Where 
is the man to be found, who 
wifhes to remain in debt for 
the defence of his own perfon 
and property, to the exertions, 


the bravery, and the blood of 


others, without one generous 
effort to repay the debr of ho- 
nour and of gratitude? In 
what part of the continent 
fhall we find any man, or bod 
of men, who would not bluth 
to ftand up, and propofe mea- 
fures purpofely calculated . 
To 


ms Op ADs Hv’ uv 


~*~, he 





°S 
e 


? 
? 


—_ 


oo 1 


Circular Letter of General Wafhington. 393 


rob the foldier of his ftipend, 
and the public creditor of his 
due? And were it poffible that 
fuch a flagrant inftance of in- 
juftice could ever happen, 
would it not excite the gene- 
ral indignation, and tend to 
bring down upon the authors 
of fuch meafures the aggrava- 
ted vengeance of heaven ? If, 
after all, a fpirit of difunion, 
or a temper of obftinacy and 
perverfenefs fhould. mani- 
feft itfelf in any of the 
ftates---if fuch an ungracious 
difpofition fhould attempt to 
fruftrate all the happy effects 
that might be expected to flow 
from the union--if there fhould 
be a refufal to comply with re- 
quifitions for funds to dif- 
charge the annual intereft of 
the public debts--and if. thar 
refutal fhould revive all thofe 
jealoufies, and produce all 
thofe evils which are now hap- 
pily removed, congrefs, -who 
have in all their tranfactions 
fhewn a great degree of mag- 
nanimity and juftice, will 
ftand juftified in the fight of 
God and man! And that ftate 
alone, which puts itfelf in 
oppofition to the aggregate 
wifdom of the continent, and 
follows fuch miftaken and per- 
nicious counfels, will be re- 
fponfible for all the confe- 
quences. 

For my own part, confci- 
ous of having acted, while a 
fervant of the public, in the 
manner I conceived fuited to 
promote the real interefts of 


4 


my country; having, in con- 
fequence of my fixed belief, in 
fome meafure, pledged myfelf 
to the army, that their country 
would finally do them com- 
plete and ample juftice, and 
not wifhing to conceal any in- 
ftance of my official conduét 
from the eyes of the world, I 
have thought proper to tranf- 
mit to your excellency the in- 
clofed collection of papers, re- 
lative to the half-pay and com- 
mutation a by congrefs 
to the officers of the army. 
From thefe communications, 
my decided fentiment may be 
comprehended, together with 
the conclufive reafons which 
induced me, at an early period, 
to recommend the adoption of 
this meafure, in the moft ear- 
neft and ferious manner. As 
the proceedings of congrefs, 
the army, and myfelf, are open 
to all, and contain, in my opi- 
nion, fufficient information to 
remove the‘prejudices and er- 
rors which may have been en- 
tertained by any, I think it 
unneceflary to fay any thing 
more, than juft to obferve, 
that the refolutions of con- 
grefs, now alluded to, are as 
undoubtedly and abfolutely 
binding upon the united ftates, 
as the moft folemn acts of con- 
federation or legiflation. 

As to the idea, which, Iam 
informed, has, in fome inftan- 
ces, prevailed, that the half- 
pay and commutation are to 
be regarded merely in the 
odious light of a penfion, it 
B ought 
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ought to be exploded for ever. 
That provifion fhould be 
viewed, as it really was, a rea- 
fonable compenfation offered 
by congrefs, at a time when 
they had nothing elfe to give 
to the officers of the army, 
“for fervices then to be per- 
formed. It was the only means 
to prevent a total dereliction 
of the fervice. It was a pait of 
their hire. £ may be allowed 
to fay, it was the price of 
their blood, and of your inde- 
pendency. It is therefore more 
than a common debt. It is a 
debt of honour. It can never 
be confidered as a penfion, of 

ratuity ; nor cancelled until 
it is fairly difcharged: 

With regard to the diftitic- 
tion between officers and fol- 
diers, it is fufficient that the 
uniform experience of every 
nation of the world, combined 
with our own, proves the uti- 
lity and propriety of the. dif- 
crimination. Rewards, in pro- 
portion to the aids the public 
draws from them, are unquef- 
tionably cue toall its fervants. 
In fome lines, the foldiers 
have perhaps generally had as 
ample compenfation for their 
feryices, by the large bounties 
which have been paid them, 
as their officers will receive in 
the propofed commutation : 
in others, if, befides the dona- 
tion of land, the payment of 
arrearages of clothing and wa- 
ges (in which articles all the 
component parts of the army 
muft be put on the fame foot- 
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ing), we take into the eftiniate 
the bounties many of the fol: 
diers Have received, and the 
gratuity of one year’s full pay, 
which is promifed to all, pof- 
fibly their fituation (every cir- 
cumftance being duly confi 
dered) will not be deemed lefs 
eligible than that of the of- 
ficers. Should a further re- 
ward, however, be judged 
equitable, I will venture to af- 
fert, no man will enjoy greater 
fatisfaction than myfelf, if an 
exemption from taxes for a li- 
mited time, (which has been 
petitioned for in fome inftan- 
ces), or any other adequate 
immunity or compenfation be 
granted to the brave defenders 
of their country’s caufe. Bur 
neither the adoption or rejec- 
tion of this propofition, will, 
in any manner, affect, much 
lefs militate againft, the act of 
congrefs, by which they have 
offered five years’ full pay, in 
lieu of the half-pay for life, 
which had been before pro- 
mifed to the officers of the 
army. 

Before I conclude the fub- 
ject of public juftice, I cannot 
omit to mention the obliga- 
tions this Country is under to 
that meritorious clafs of vete- 
rans, the non-commiffioned 
officers and privates, who have 
been difcharged for inability, 
in confequence of the refolu- 
tion of congrefs, of the 23d of 
April, 1782, on an annual 
penfion for life. Their pecu- 
liar fufferings, their fingular 

merits 
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merits, and claims to that pro-. 


vifion, need only to be known, 
to intereft the feelings of hu- 
manity in their behalf. No- 
thing but a punctual payment 
of their allowance, can refcue 
them from the moft complica- 
ted mifery : and nothing could 
be a more melancholy and dif- 
treffing fight, than to behold 
thofe who have fhed their 
blood, or loft their limbs, in 
the fervice of their country, 
without a fhelter, without a 
friend, and without the means 
of obtaining any of the com- 
forts or neceflaries of life, 
compelled to beg their dail 
bread from door to door. Suf- 
fer me to recommend thofe of 
this defcription, belonging to 
your ftate, to the warmeft pa- 
tronage of your excellency 
and your legiflature. 

It is necefflary to fay but a 
few words on the third topic 
which. was propofed, and 
which regards particularly the 
defence of the republic---as 
there can be little dowbt -ut 
congrefs will recommend a pro- 
per peace eftablifliment for the 
united ftates, in which a due 
attention will be paid to the 
importance of placing the mi- 
litiaof the union, upon a regu- 
lar and refpectable footing; if 
this fhould be the cafe, I fhould 
beg leave to urge the great ad- 
vantage of it in the ftrongeft 
terms. 

The militia of this country 
muft be confidered as the pal- 
ladium of our fecurity, and the 
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firft effectual refort in cafe, of 
hoftility. Itis effential, there- 
fore, that the fame fyftem 
fhould pervade the whole; that 
the formation and difcipline 
of the militia of the continent, 
fhould be abfolutely uniform ; 
and that the fame f{pecies of 
arms, accoutrements, and mi- 
litary apparatus, fhould be in- 
troduced in every part of the 
united ftates. No one, who has 
not learned it from experience, 
can conceive the difficulty, 
expence, and confufion, which 
refult from a contrary fyftem, 
or the vague arrangements 
which have hitherto prevailed. 
If, in treating of political 
points, a greater latitude than 
ufual, has been taken in the 
courfe of this addrefs,.the im- 
portance of the crifis, and the 
magnitude of the objects in 
difcuffion, muft be my apolo- 
gy. Itis, however, neither my 
wifh nor expectation, thar the 
preceding obfervations fhould 
claim any regard, except fo 
far as they fhall appear to be 
dictated by a good intention, 
confonant to the immutable 
rules of juftice, calculated to 
‘aegis a liberal fyftem of po- 
icy, and founded on whatever 
experience may have been ac- 
quired by a long and clofe at- 
tention to public’ bufinefs. 
Here I might fpeak with more 
confidence, from my a2tual ob- 
fervation: and, if it would not 
{well this letter (already too 
prolix) beyond the bounds I 
fad prefcribed myfelf, I could, 
demonftrate 
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demonftrate to every mind, 
open to conviction, that in 
lefs time, and with much lefs 
expence than has been in- 
curred, the war might have 
been brought to the fame hap- 
py conclufion, if the refources 
of the continent could have 
been properly called forth ; 
that * a diftreffes and difap- 
pointments which have very 
often occurred, have, in too 
many inftances, refulted more 
from a WANT OF ENERGY 
IN THE CONTINENTAL 
GOVERNMENT, than from 
a deficiency of means in the 


particular ftates ; that the in- 
efficacy of meafures, arifing 
from the want of an adequate 
authority in the fupreme pow- 
er, from a partial compliance 


with the requifitions of con- 
grefs, in fome of the ftates, 
and from a failure of punctu- 
ality in others, while they 
tended to damp the zeal of 
thofe who were more willin 

to exert themfelves, ferved alfo 
to accumulate the expences of 
the war, and to fruftrate the 
beft concerted plans ; and 
that the difcouragement oc- 
cafioned by the complicated 
difficulties and  embarraff- 
ments, in which our affairs 
were by this means involved, 
would have long ago produced 
the diffolution of any army, 
Jefs patient, lefs virtuous, and 
lefs perfevering, than that 
which I have had the honour 
to command. But while I men- 
tion thofe things, which ar 


notorious facts, as the defects 
of our federal conftitution, 
particularly in the profecution 
of a war, I beg it may be under- 
ftood, that as I have ever taken 
a pleafure in gratefully ac- 
knowledging the affiftance 
and fupport I have derived 
from every clafs of citizens, 
fo fhall I always be happy to 
do juftice to the unparalleled 
exertions of the individual 
ftates, on many interefting oc- 
cafions. 

I have thus freely difclofed 
what I wifhed to make known, 
before I furrendered up my 
public truft, tothofe who com- 
mitted it to me. The task is 
now accomplifhed. I now bid 
adieu to your excellency, ‘as 
the chief magiftrate of your 
{tate ; at the Prine time, I bid 
a laft farewell to the cares of 
office, and all the employ- 
ments of public life. 

It remains, then, to be my 
final and only requeft, that 
your excellency will commu- 
nicate thefe fentiments to your 
legiflature, at their next meet- 
ing; and that they may be 
confidered as the legacy of 
one, who has ardently wifhed, 
on all occafions, to be ufeful 
to his country, and who, even 
in the fhade of retirement, 
will not fail to implore the 
divine benediction upon it. 

I now make it my earneft 
prayer that God would have 
you, and the ftate over which 
you prefide,in his holy’ pro- 

tection ; 
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tection ; that he would incline 
the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a fpirit of fubordina- 
tion and obedience to govern- 
ment ; to entertain a brotherly 
affection and love for one ano- 
ther, for their fellow-citizens 
of the united ftates at large, 
and particularly for their bre- 
thren who have ferved in the 
field ; and finally, that he 
would moft gracioufly be 
pleafed to difpofe us all to do 
juftice, to love mercy, and to 
demean ourfelves with that 
charity, humility, and pacific 
temper of mind, which were 
the characteriftics of the di- 
vine author of our bleffed re- 
ligion, without an humble imi- 
tation of whofe example, in 
thefe things, we can never 
hope to be a happy nation. 

I have the honour to be, 
with much efteem and refpect, 
SIR, Your excellency’s 

moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 


G. WASHINGTON. 


SS] 


Circular Letter tranfmitted by 
the United States in Con- 
grefs affembled, to the Go- 
vernors of the refpective 
States : 


> 


STR, 
UR fecretary for foreign 
affairs, has tranf{mitted 
to you copies of a letter to 
him from our minifter at the 
court of London, of the 4th 
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day of March, 1786, and of 
the papers mentioned to have 
been enclofed in it. 

We have deliberately and 
difpafionatcly examined and 
confidered the feveral fads 
and matters urged by Britain 
as infractions of the treaty of 
peace on the part of America: 
and we regret, that in fome of 
the ftates, too little attention 
appears to have been paid to 
the public faith pledged by 
that treaty. 

Not only the obvious dic- 
tates of religion, morality, 
and national honour, but alfo 
the firft principles of good po- 
licy, demand a candid and 
punctual eompliance with 
engagements conftitutionally 
and fairly made. 

Our national conftitution 
having committed to us the 
management of the national 
concerns with foreign ftates 
and powers, it is our duty to 
take care that all the rights 
which they ought to enjoy, 
within our jurifdiction, by the 
laws of nations, and the faith 
of treaties, remain inviolate. 
And it is alfo our duty to pro- 
vide that the effential interefts 
and peace of the whole confe- 
deracy be not impaired or en- 
dangered by deviations from 
the line of public faith, into 
which any of its members may, 
from whatever caufe, be unad- 
vifedly drawn. 

Let it be remembered that 
the thirteen independent fo- 
vercign ftates have, by ex- 
prefs 
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prefs delegation of power, 
formed and vefted inus a 
general though limited fo- 
vereignty, for the general and 
national purpofes {pecified in 
the confederatign. In this fo- 
vereignty they cannot feveral- 
ly participate (except by their 
delegateas nor with i¢ have 
concurrent jurifdiction : for 
the ninth article ef the confe- 
deration moft exprefsly con- 
veys to ys the fole and exclu- 
Jive right and power of deter- 
mining on war and peace, 
and of entering into treaties 
and alliances, &c. 

When therefore a treaty is 
conftitutionally made, ratified, 
and publifhed by us, it imme- 
diately becomes binding on the 
whole nation, and fuperadded 
to the laws of the land, without 
the intervention or fiat of ftate 
Jegiflarures. Treaties derive 
their obligation from being 
compacts between the fove- 
reign of this, and the fovereign 
of another nation ; whereas 
laws or ftatutes derive their 
force from being acts of a legif- 
lature competent to the pafling 
of them. 

Hence it is clear, that trea- 
ties muft be implicitly received 
and obferved by every member 
of the nation ; for as ftate legif- 
Jatures are not competent to 
the making of fuch compacts or 
treaties, fo neither are they 
competent in that capacity, 
authoritatively to decide on, 
or afcertain the conftruction 
and fenfe of them. When 


doubts arife refpecting the 
conftruction of ftate laws, it is 
not unufual sor improper for 
the ftate legiflatures by expla- 
natory or declaratory acts, to 
remove thofe doubts: but the 
cafe between laws and com- 
pacts or treaties, isin this wide- 
ly different: for, when doubts 
arife refpecting he fenfe and 
meaning ofa treaty, they are fo 
far from being cognizable by a 
ftate legiflature, thatthe united 
ftares in congrefs affembled 
have no authority to fettle 
and determine them. For as 
the legiflature only, which 
conftitutionally paffes a law, 
has power to revife-and amend 
it; fo the fovereigns only, 
who are parties to the treaty, 
have power by mutual con- 
fent and pofterior articles, to 
correct or explain it. 

In cafes between individu- 
als, all doubts refpecting the 
meaning of a treaty, like all 
doubts refpecting the meaning 
of-a law, are, in the firft in- 
ftance, mere judicial quef- 
tions ; and are to be heard and 
decided in the courts of juf- 
tice having cognizance of the 
caufes in which they arife, 
and whofe duty it is to deter- 
mine thent according to the 
rules and maxims eftablithed 
by the®laws of nations for 
the interpretation of treaties. 
From thefe principles, it fol- 
lows, of neceflary confe- 
quence, that no individual 
{tate has a right, by legiflative 
acts, to decide and point out 

the 
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the fenfe in which their parti- 
cular citizens and courts fhall 
underftand this or that article 
of a treaty. 

It is evident that a contra- 
ty doctrine would not only 
militate againft the common 
and eftablifhed maxims and 
ideas relative to this fubject, 
but would prove no lefs ludi- 
crous in practice than it is ir- 
rational in theory : for, in that 
cafe, the farhe article of the 
fame treaty might by law be 
made to mean one thing 
in New Hampfhire, another 
thing in New York, and nei- 
ther the one nor the other of 
them in Georgia. 

How far fuch legiflative 
aéts would be valid and obli- 
ratory, even within the limits 
of the ftate paffling them, isa 
queftion which we hope never 
to have occafion to difcufs. 
Certain, however, it is, that 
fuch acts cannot bind either 
of the contracting fovereigns, 
and confequently cannot be 
obligatdéry on their refpeive 
nations. 

But if treaties, and every ar- 
ticle in them, be (as they are, 
and ought to be) binding on 
the whole nation---if indivi- 
dual ftates have no right to ac- 
cept fome articles, and reject 
others---and if the impropriety 
of ftate-acts tounteipret and 
decide the fenfe and conftruc- 
tion of them be apparent--ftill 
more manifeft muft be the im- 
propriety of ftate-acts to con- 
troul, delay, or modify the 
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operation and execution of 
thefe national compacts. 

' When it is confidered, that 
the feveral ftates affémbled by 
theit delegates in congrefs, 
have exprefs power to form 
treaties—furcly the treaties fo 
formed, are not afterwards to 
be fubject to fuch alterations 
as this or that legiflatute may 
think expedient to make ; and 
that too without the confent 
of eiflier of the parties to ir: 
that is, ih the prefent cafe, 
without the confent of all the 
united ftates, who colleciively 
are parties to this treaty on the 
one fide, and his Britannic ma- 
jefty on the other. Were the 
legiflatures to poffefs and to 
exercifefach power, we fheuld 
foon be involved, as a nation, 


in anarchy and contfufion at 
home, and in difputes which 
would probably terminate in 
hoftilities and war with the na- 


tions with whom we have 
formed treaties. Inflances 
would then be frequent cf 
treaties fully executed in one 
ftate, and only partly execu- 
ted in another ; and of the 
fame article being exccuted 
in one manner in one fate, 
and in a different manner, or 
not at all, in another ftate. 
Hiftory furnifhes no prece- 
dent of fuch liberties being 
taken with treaties, under 

form of law, in any nation. 
Contracis between nations, 
like contracts between indivi- 
duals, fhould be faithfully 
executed, even though the 
iword 
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fword in the one cafe, and the 
law in the other, did not com- 

1 it. Honeft nations, like 
ponent men, require no con- 
ftraint to do juitice ; and 
though impunity and the ne- 
ceffity of affairs, may fome- 
times afford temptation to pare 
down contracts to the meafure 
of convenience ; yet it is ne- 
ver done but at the expentce 
of that efteem, and confidence, 
and credit, which are of infi- 
nitely more worth than all the 
momentary advantages which 
fuch expedients can extort. 

But although contracting 
nations cannot, like individu- 
als, avail themfelves of courts 
of juftice to compel perform- 
ance of contracts, yet an ap- 
peal to heaven, and to arms, 
is always in their power, and 
often in their inclination. 

But it is their duty to take 
care that they never lead their 

ople to make and fupport 
Fach appeals, unlefs the fin- 
cerity and propriety of their 
conduct afford them good rea- 
fon to rely with confidence on 
the juftice and protection of 
heaven. 

Thus much we think it ufe- 
ful to obferve, in order to ex- 
plain the principles on which 
we have unanimoufly come to 
the following refolutions, viz. 

“* Refolved, that the legifla- 
tures of the feveral ftates can- 
not, of right, pafs any act or 
acts, for interpreting, explain- 
ing, or conftruing a national 
treaty, or any part or claufe of 
it; nor for reftraining, limit- 


‘difcu 
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ing, or in any manner imped- 
ing, retarding, or counteract- 
ing the operation of the fame: 
for that on being conftitu- 
tionally made, ratified, and 
publifhed, they become in vir- 
tue of the confederation, part 
of the law of the land; and 
are not only independent of 
the will and power of fuch le- 
giflatures, but alfo binding 
and obligatory on them.” 

As the treaty of peace, fo 
far as it refpects the matters 
and things provided for in it, 
is a law to the united ftates, 
which cannot by‘all or any of 
them be altered or changed, 
all ftate-acts, eftablifhing pro- 
vifions relative to the fame ob- 


_jects, which are-jncompatible 


with it, muft, in every peint of 
view, be improper. Such acts 
do neverthelefs exift. But we 
do not think it neceffary either 
to enumerate them particu- 
larly, or to make them feve- 
rally the fubjects of difeuffion. 
It appears to us fufficient to 
obferve and infift, that the 
treaty ought to have free 
courfe in its operation and ex- 
ecution, and that all obftacles, 
interpofed by ftate-acts, be 
removed. We mean to act 
with the moft gin pees re- 
gard to juftice and candour 
towards Great Britain, and 
with an equal degree of deli- 
cacy, moderation, and deci- 
fion, towards the ftates which 
have given occafion to thefe 

fons. 
For thefe reafons we have 
in 
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in general terms ‘* Refolved, 
that all fuch acts, or parts of 
acts as may be now exifting in 
any of the ftares, repugnant to 
the treaty of peace, ought to 
be forthwith repealed; as weil 
toprevent their continuing to 
be regarded as violations of 
that treaty, as to avoid the difa- 
greeable neceffity thete might 
otherwife be, of raifing and 
difeufling queftioris touching 
theit validity and obligation.” 
Although this refolution ap- 
plies ftrictly only to fuch of the 
ftates as have paffed the excep- 
tionable acts alluded to, yet to 
obviate all future difputes and 
ueftions, as well as to remove 
thofe which now exift, we 
think it beft that every ftate 
without exception, fhould pafs 
a law on the fubject. We have 
therefore ‘* Refolved, that it 
be recommended fo the feveral 
ftates to make fuch repeal ra- 
ther by deftribing than reci- 
ting the faid acts; and for that 
purpofe, to. pafs an act decla- 
ring in general terms that all 
fuch aéts, and parts of acts, re- 
pugnant to the treaty of peace 
between the united ftates and 


his Britannic majefty, or any 
thal. b 


article thereof, e, and 
thereby are repealed; and that 
the courts of law and equity in 
all cafes and queftions cogniza- 
ble by them refpectively, and 
arifing from or touching the 
faid treaty, fhall decide and ad- 
judge according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the fame ; 
any thing in the faid acts, or 


- 


J 


4ot 
parts of acts to the contrary 
thereof notwithftanding.” __ 

Such ye wove an{wer e= 
very purpofe, and be eafily for- 
i The more they aan of 
the like tenor throughout the 
ftates the better. They might 
each recite, 

Whereas certain laws or fta- 
tutes mddé and paffed in fome 
of the united ftates, are regard- 
éd and complained of as repug- 
rniant to the treaty of peace 
with Great-Britain, by reafon 
whereof not only the good 
faith of the united ftates pled- 
ged by that treaty, has eed 
drawn into queftion, but their 
effential interefts under ghat 
treaty greatly affected. And 
whereas juftice to Great-Bri- 
tain, as well as a regard to the 
honour and interefts of the 
united ftates, require that the 
faid treaty be faithfully execu- 
ted, and tharall obftacles there- 
to, and particularly fuch as do 
ot may be conftriied to proceed 
from the laws of this ftate, be 
effectually removed. Therefore 
be it enacted by 
and itis hereby enacted by the 
authority of the fame, that 
fuch of the acts, or parts of 
atts, of the legiflature of this 
ftate, as are repugnant to the 
treaty of peace between the 
united ftates and his Britannic 
majefty, or any article thereof, 
fhall be, and hereby are repeal- 
ed. And further, that the courts 
of law and equity within this 
ftate, be and thev hereby are 
directed and required in all cau- 
fes 
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fes and queftions cognizable 
by them refpectively, and ari- 
fing from or touching the faid 
treaty, to decide and adjudge 
according to the tenor, true in- 
tent and meaning of the fame, 
any thing in the faid aéts, or 
parts of acts, to the contrary 
thereof in any wife notwith- 
ftanding. 

Such a general law would, 
we think, be preferable to one 
that fhould minutely enume- 
rate the acts and claufes inten- 
ded to be repealed, becaufe o- 
miffions might accidentally be 
made in the enumeration, or 
queftions might arife, and per- 
hap# not be fatisfactorily de- 


termined, refpecting particu- 
lar acts or claufes about which 
contrary opinions may be en- 
tertained. By repealing in ge- 


neral terms all acts and claufes 
repugnant to the treaty, the 
bufinefs will be turned over to 
its proper department, viz. the 
judicial : and the courts of 
law will have no difficulty in 
deciding whether any particu- 
lar act or claufe is or is not 
contrary to the treaty. Befides, 
when it is confidered, that the 
judges in general are men of 
character and learning, and 
feel, as well as know, the ob- 
ligations of office, and the va- 
lue of reputation, . there is no 
reafon to doubt that their cun- 
duct and judgment relative to 
thefe, as well as other judicial 
matters, will be wife and up- 
right. 

Be pleafed, fir, to lay this 
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letter before the legiflature of 
your ftate without delay. We 
flatter ourfelves they will con- 
cur with us in opinion that 
candour and juftice are as_ne- 
ceflary totrue policy, as they 
are to found morality, and that 
the moft honourable way of de- 
livering ourfelves from the em- 
barraffment of miftakes, is fair- 
ly to correct and amend them, 
It certainly is time that all 
doubts refpecting the public 
faith be removed, and that all 
queftions and differences be- 
tween us and Great Britain, be 
amicably and finally fettled. 
The ftates are informed of the 
treafons why his Britannic ma- 
jefty ftill continues to occupy 
the frontier pofts, which by the 
treaty he agreed to evacuate ; 
and we have the ftrongeft affu- 
rances an exact compliance 
with the treaty on our part, 
fhall be followed by a punctual 
performance of iton the part 
of Great Britain. 

It is important that the feve- 
ral legiflatures fhould, as foon 
as poflible, take thefe matters 
into confideration ; and we re- 
queft the favour of you to 
tranfmit to us an authenticated 
copy of fuch acts, and proceed- 
ings of the legiflature of your 
ftate, as may take place on the 
fubject, and in purfuance of 
this letter. , 

By order of Congrefs, 


(Signed) 
A. St. CLAIR, Prefident. 
New-York, April, 1787. 


The 
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The following Abftraét will 
ferve to throw Light on the 
preceding Circular Letter. 


Abftra& of Lord Carmar- 
then’s Anfwer to the Requi- 
fition of His Excellency 
John Adams, Efg. &c. &c. 
on the 20th of February, 
17386, refpetting the Britifh 
Pofts held on the Territories 
which were ceded, by the late 

Treaty of Peace, tothe Uni- 

' ted States. 


HAT when America fhall 
manifeft a real determi- 
nation to fulfil her part of the 
treaty, Great Britain will not 
hefitate to prove her fincerity 
to co-operate in whatever 
points depend on her, to carry 
every article of it into full and 
complete effect. 

The grievances complained 
of by merchants and other 
Britifh fubjects, having ef- 
tates, property, and debts due 
to them in the feveral ftates, 
are as follow: 

Maffachufett’s - Bay. The 
act paffed the third of Novem- 
ber, 1784, fufpending the pay- 
ment of intereft. 

New York. The act of the 
12th of July, 1782, by which 
Britifh creditors are precluded 
from the claim of intereft be- 
fore the firft of January, 1786, 
for debts contracted prior 
to the firft 6f January, 1783, 
and executions on the prin- 
cipal are forbidden to be le- 
vied until the expiration of 
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three years after the evacua- 
tion of New York. 

The act of the feventeenth 
of March, 1783, confirmed by 
ethers in 1784, and 1785, &c. 

Pennfylvania. The law paf- 
fed foon after the peace, to 
reftrain the recovery of Britifh 
debts for a given period. 

Maryland. The act of Oc- 
tober, 1780, allowing Britifh 
debts to be paid into the trea- 
fury ; and that no provifion is 
fince made for it. The fum 
paid in is 144,574l. 9s. 4d. h. 
equal to 3,6r5l. 18s. 2d. cur- 
rency in {pecie. 

Virginia. By an edict of the 
governor, the fecond of July 
1783, all Britifh agents and 
factors who had arrived in that 
ftate, were ordered to depart 
the fame ; which: reftriction 
was removed by the legiflature 
in November cole and 
the Britifh agents and factors 
were Pipi: to return. By 
an act of October, 1784, all 
Britifh debts are to be paid by 
feven equal payments ; the 
firft to be made the firft of 
April, 1786, and fo on an- 
nually. That no intereft fhall 
be allowed to Britith fubjects 
between the nineteenth of 
April, 1775, and the third of 
March, 1783, the faid time to 
be confidered as one day. That 
no fettlement made by bond 
or other fpecialty, fhall bear 
intereft. This act paffed the 
houfe of delegates and fenate, 
but did not at the fame time 
receive all the formalities; 

fum 
















































































































therefore it*is doubtful whe- 
ther it exifts as a law. The 
fum paid into the peeary 
on account of Britifh c¢redi- 
rors, 273,554!. 13s, 7d. equal 
to at {terling. 

North Carolina, Some acts 
of this ftate complained of, but 
not particularly mentioned. 

South Carolina. By an or- 
dinance, paffed the twenty- 
fixth of March, 1784, no fuit 
fhall be inftituted for a debt 
previous to the twenty-fixth 
of February, 1782, until the 
firft of January, 1785, when 
the intereft only, which had 
accrued fince January, 1780, 
might be recovered; and on 
the firft of January, 1786, one 
fourth part of the principal, 
and all fuch intereft as might 
be then due, and fo on, By 
another act, twelfth of Octo- 
ber, 1785, a debtor, during 
any | ging of a fuit, is al- 
lowed to tender land, which, 
after being valued, the credi- 
tor is obliged to take at 
three fourths of the valuation. 
Thefe acts, and others, and 
the conduct of this ftate, are 
greatly complained of, 

Georgia. This ftate is char- 
ged with having paffed laws 
and regulations fimilar to thofe 
of South Carolina, with the 
aperavarcd circumftances, that 
the judges from the bench 
have declared, that no fuit 
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fhall be proceedec: in, if 
brought by a Britith fubject, 
while, on the contrary, they 
allow Britith fubjeé&s to ‘be 


fued by their creditors. 


That no provifion is made 
for the real property, confif- 
cated and fold for public fer- 
vice, nor for money pee into 
the public treafury. His lord. 
fhip obferves, that moft of the 
acts, which interrupt and pre- 
vent the collection of Britith 
debts, in the preamble run 
thus---“‘ Whereas this ftate is 
determined to fulfil. and carry 
into effect the treaty in all its 
parts,” &¢. Upon the whole, 
that a Britifh merchant is in 
fome ftates pofitively, in others 
virtually, prohibited by the le- 
giflature From recovering his 
property, which is a violation 
of the fourth article of the 
treaty of peace, In feveral 
of the ftates, judgment for in- 
tereft for more than feven 

eats, is actually fufpended 
er law: whilft in others, al- 
though the courts appear to be 
open, the lawyers are afraid to 
profecute for Britifh debts. 

Thofe creditors are deemed 
fortunate, who, upon ae 
up all claim to intereft (whic 
is equal to thirty, and in fome 
cafes to forty per ceht.) can 
obtain fecurity for the pay- 
ment of the principal.. 





On Public Faith. 


The queftion whether public 
_ fecurities fhould be redeem’d 
at their nominal or their de- 
reciated value, having, of 
ate, being much agitated in 
this and fome of the other 
fiates, and being of the ut- 
moft importance, the print- 
er has been induced to in- 
ferta few of the pieces that 
have appeared 6n each fide. 


On Public Faith. 


(‘Vritten in Maffachufetts), 


UBLIC CREDIT de- 
pends on public faith. 
The credit of particular per- 
fons bears fome proportion to 
eir known ability: becaufe 
y are fubject to coercion. 
ut government, being under 
no controul, fupports its cre- 
dit only by fidelity. Public 
credit fhould be made ufe of 
only in cafes of necefiity : for 
nations, as well as individuals, 
when they once begin to run 
on credit, are in danger of run- 
ning to extravagance. But 
there may be, and there often 
are, cafes wnich call for this 
expedient : and for fuch it 
fhould be referved. 

Public faith, once pledged, 
fhould be obferved with fa- 
cred punctuality. The creditor 
of government fhould be able 
to view the note or promife 
which he receives, as compe- 
tent fecurity, and to rely on 
the performance, unlefs he, in 
fome way or other, makes a re- 
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leafe or remiffion. But fo far 
as he, in any form whatever, 
remits his right, the govern- 
ment obligation ceafes. If the 
creditor fells the public note 
below par, he remits fuch a 
part of his original right, and 
transfers to the purchafer the 
reft; i. e. fo much as is in fact 
purchafed. And when publie 
fecurities generally pals, a- 
mong the citizens of a come 


-monwealth, uxder par, their 


fenfe is declared, and their 
confent given in the pilaineft 
manner, for a recempticn at 
the fame rate. And im this 
cafe, government are fo far 
fram being obliged, that they 
have not evena right to ree 
deem them at the original va- 
lue: becaufe this is to act 
againft the real intezeft and 
the deelared fenfe of the peo- 
ple. A redemption of them at 
the current depreciated value, 
is neither injuitice nor breach 
of faith. The original poffef- 
for is nor injured: for, by 
alienating his fecurity, he vo- 
luntarily relinquifhes all de- 
mand in his own perfon. The 
purchafer is not injured, for 
he receives the fum which he 
advanced, with intereft for 
forbearance: and this is to 
him the full value. And the 
intereft ought, as nearly as 
poffible, to bear a proportion 
to the current value ot the fe- 
curity, and depreciate with it: 
for the government have no 
right to contradict the fenfe 
of the people, and the princi- 


ples 
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ples of juftice, in the one 
more than in the other. Faith 
is not violated in this mode of 
sedemption : for the people, 
unconcerned, by buying and 
felling at a certain rate, have 
declared their acquiefcence ina 
redemption at that rate. Both 
he that buys, and he that fells, 
at difcount, clearly exprefs 
their expeclation, that the re- 
demption will be at difcount : 
otherwife, we muft fup>ofe 
the latter an oppreffor, and the 
former a fool. 

It has been the ufage in all 
governments, which have had 
occafion for the temporary 
expedient of a paper medium, 
and the ufage of this ftate, as 
well in former as latter times, 
to redeem their notes or bills 
of credit at the current value. 
This has been confidered as 
the neareft approach to juftice 
that could be made. To indem- 
nify every original creditor, 
is now become impoffible, nor 
does juftice require it, fince he 
has alicnated his perfonal 
tight. To tax the people at 
large, in a fum fufficient to 
pay every prefent poffeffor five, 
ten, or twenty times as much 
as he gave, would be palpable 
and general wrong : and it 
would be moft cruelly injurious 
to the original creditors, who 
have relinquifhed the greater 
part of the reward promifed 
them for public fervices; and 
are now crufhed with a tax, to 
pay the full reward to another 
who did no part of the fer- 
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vice. They not only give up 
their own reward, but are 
compelled, againft every prin- 
ciple of equity, to paya fum 
befides to a man who never 
earned it. 

It will pethaps be faid, 
“¢ The creditor of government 
fold his fecurity under par, 
from neceffity, being unable 
to wait for payment : and the 
purchafer bought it in expec- 
tation of gain, and therefore 
is entitled to the fum original- 
ly promifed.” But on this fup- 
pofition, the purchafer is to be 
confidered as an extortioner, 
as much as the man who takes 
advantage of his neighbour’s 
neceffity, to exact exceffive 
ufury for the loan of money: 
and as well may governmeg 
interpofe to defeat the % 
preffive intention of the fpecu- 
lator as of the ufurer. If go- 
vernment may extinguifh a 
debt originally juft, only fora 
{mall addition by illicit ufury, 
as well may it cancel a public 
note purchafed in an extor- 
tious manner. And befure, if 
the holder is only reduced 
to the fum which he in fa& 

ave, with the common /aw- 
ful intereft for that fum, he is 
treated much better than the 
law treats the ufurer, though, 
on the fuppofition now made, 
he deferves no better. 

Thefe obfervations eafily 
apply to the public fecurities 
now extant, which amount to 
a vaft nominal fum, draw an 
intereft of fix ver cent. in fil- 

ver, 
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ver ; and are ultimately to be 
paid in filver, according to 
their original and nominal va- 
lue, (as many apprehend), 
though they pafs at a great 
difcount. The public fecuri- 
ties of all forts are, in real va- 
lue, from about two fhillings 
to ten fhillings on the pound ; 
at a medium about five or fix 
fhillings on the pound. The 
intereft ‘pays the principal ad- 
vanced by the purchafer, in 
four or five years : and ftill this 
pring apes (as many people 
ear) is finally to be paid, at 
three or four times its value, 
to fpeculators, who will thus 
rapidly accumulate large for- 
tunes at the public expence. 
The tax granted for the re- 
demption of fecurities of a 
certain defcription, may in- 
deed be paid in the fecurities 
themfelves: and, to prevent 
their appreciation, the govern- 
ment have wifely left a part of 
them unfunded. But this how- 
ever will not do juftice. The 
exorbitant intereft ftill conti- 
nues. Few people are poffeffed 
of thefe fecurities. The pur- 
chafe of them is attended with 
difficulty and expence. They 
are tootlarge for the rates of 
many people. An affociation 
of feveral to purchafe a note 
for the payment of all their 
rates, is an embarraffment too 
great for common farmers and 
mechanics in the country, who 
are not ufed to fuch kind of 
commerce. Some are totally 
ignorant of the provifion, and 
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have actually paid hard mon 
of equal denomination wi 
their rates. Others have been 
impofed on by fpeculators, 
who had thefe fecurities for 
fale, and have given fixteen 
fhillings on the pound, when 
they might have been bought 
for twelve: and many delay 
to pay their rates, in hopes the 
fecurities will depreciate ftill 
more. Thus the people are 
perplexed, and government ob- 
ftructed in its meafures, by a 
certain falfe delicacy to fup- 
port the appearance of public 
faith, when, in reality, the 
only true faith is to treat things 
as they are. 

There are many things in go- 
vernment, which the people in 
general have neither leifure to 
examine, nor capacity tocom- 
prehend, and which therefore 
they mutt leave, with implicit 
confidence, to the wifdom and 
integrity of their rulers. Burt 
there are a few matters equally 
intelligible to all men ; and on 
thefe the people ought explicit- 
ly to declare their fentiments, 
and pofitively to give their in- 
ftructions, whenever the cafe 
requires. The fimpleft peafant 
fees, as plainly as the pro- 
foundeft politician, that five is 
lefs than twenty ; that there is 
no reafon, why government 
fhould give four or five times as 
much fora negociable commo- 
dity, as private perfons give; 
no reafon, why the govern- 
ment fhould pay an intereft of 
twenty or thirty percent, when 
others 
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others pay no more than fix; 
no reafon why there thould 
be compound intereft allowed 
on public fecurities, and four 
per cent. befides for forbear- 
ance, in addition to the exor- 
bitancy of the fimple intereft, 
when any thing of this kind 
would extinguifh a private fe- 
curity ; no reafon, why the 
yeomanry, who are the life of 
the country, becaufe. they 
have not leifure er ability to 
{peculate in funds, fhould be 
taxed to the laft fhilling, only 
to increafe the already fupe- 
rior fortunes of a few in the 
trading towns ; no reafon why 
the poor foldier, whom necef- 
fity has conftrained to fell a 
whole year’s public fervice for 
twelve dollars, fhould be taxed 
to make that fum rife to eighty 
dollars in the hands of the 

urchafer, with an intereft of 
Pout or five dollars 2 year be- 
fides, until the eighty dollars 
are paid. Here is an obvious 
inequality, which every difin- 
terefted perfon eee A 
government conftituted like 
ours, cannot be fuppofed to 
have an intereft feparate from 
the people : but there are fome 
matters of fuch delicacy and 
importance, that rulers do not 
chufe to act, till they have the 
fentiments of their conftitu- 
ents. The cafe under confide- 
ration may poflibly be one of 
thofe : though, one would 
think, their fentiments had 
been already declared by their 
‘conduct. Let the towns, then, 
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immediately affemble, and give 
the moft pofitive and perenip- 
tory inftructions to their re- 
prefentatives, that they ufe 
their influence to obrain a jaw 
for the redemption of all pub- 
lic fecurities at the rate at 
which they fhall pafs in’private 
dealings, at the time of re- 
demption, as nearly as that 
rate can be afcertained ; for an 
equitable reduction of the in- 
tereft, that is, or fhall be due 
on fecurities, fo that it fhall 
not exceed fix per cent. on the 
real value of the principal; 
and for a juft difcrimination 
between thefe fecurities and 
folid coin, if any fhould chufe 
to pay the fatter. A provifo in 
favour of thofe who never ali 
enated, would be juft. Let the 
inftrustions be’ inferred in the 
public prints, that there may 
be concurrence and unifor- 
mity. 

Such a law would manifeft- 
ly be juft, and agreeable to 
the conftant ufage of this 
country in fimilar cafes, and 
to the meafures adopted by 
congrefs for the redemption 
of the continental currency, 
though there were many rea- 
fons for redeeming that, ac- 
cording to the face of the bills, 
which do not take place now : 
for thefe fecuritics have not 
been made a tender, nor the 
refufal of them made penal: 
but they are, as they ought to 
be, a commodity negociated 
among the people as they can 
agree. Such a law would do 

much 
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much to quiet the growing dif- 
content, and relieve the in- 
creafing diftreffes of the peo- 
ple; it would give them hope 
and courage ; it would take off 
that dead weight which lies on 
their fpirits ; it would roufe 
them from that torpid defpair, 
which congeals aw blood, 
and ftiffens every nerve, when 
a public demand is made on 
them; it would give a new di- 
rection to their minds, and 


brighten the louring afpect of | 


public affairs ; it would en- 
courage frugality and induftry, 
and check the progrefs of that 
diMipation, which is a natu- 
ral and_unfailing confequence 
of defpair ; it would give vi- 
gour to government, by in- 
creafing people’s confidence in 
it, and kindling in them a zeal 
to fupport it; it would prompt 
them to manly and generous 
exertions for the common 
good, by calling hope to their 
aid; and finally, by reducing 
our domeftic debt within the 
bounds of juftice, reafon, and 
common fenfe, it would ena- 
ble us to do juftice to our fo- 
reign creditors, and fo to keep 
our faith, and maintain our 
reputation abroad. 


SOD] -ov- 
Reply to the preceding Effay. 


Writer upon the fubject 

ef ‘ public faith,” has 

advanced fuch outre conclu- 

fions from his premifes, as can- 

not but attract the attention of 
the public. 
- 


J 
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He fays, ** public faith once 
pledged, fhould be obferved 
with facred punctuality.” This 
hypothefis -no one denies. 
How then can he, with propri- 
ety, draw this conclufion, that 
‘* if a creditor fells his notes 
(iffued on the public faith) be- 
low par, the government are fo 
far from being: obliged, that 
they have not even a right. to 
redeem them at their original 
value?” I would ask the gen- 
tleman, in this cafe, i 


*€ public faith’? can be ob- 


ferved with ‘‘ facred punctu- 
ality,” when fo notorious a 
breach is practifed by the go- 
vernment ? How can a govern- 
ment fupport its credit by 
“* fidelity,” when it becomes 
wavering on the whims and 
caprice of every individual ? 
Or-can the private fale, or 
purchafe of thofe notes, which 
are iffued upon their ** faith,’’ 
in the leaft degree alter the 
firft intentions of their emif- 
fion, ‘or annul a real debt 
which the government has de- 
clared is due to the bearer ? 
The fum fpecified in the 
note, is acknowledged as due 
from the government to the 
olfeffor : and the ‘“* public 
Faith” is pledged for the pay- 
ment : with what propriety, 
therefore, can government in- 
terfere between the feller and 
purchafer, by offering to pay 
only adepreciated value, when 
the ‘* public faith” is pledged 
for the nominal fum ? 
Tt is fuppofed, previous to 
the 
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the emiffion of the notes, that 
government had received an 
equivalent, otherwife the notes 
would never have exifted : why 
then fhould they refufe to pay 
a debt which they acknow- 
ledge to be due from them, be- 
caufe the original poffeffor, 
from certain private circum- 
ftances, thought fit to difpofe 
of it for fomething below its 
fpecified value ? 

Suppofe for inftance, go- 
vernment has received an ad- 
vantage from an_ individual, 
which they chufe to reward 
with one hundred pounds, pay- 
able at a certain period-—-the 

tfon who receives it, either 

m neceffity, or for immedi- 
ate application of the money, 
difpofes of it for one third of 


its value. When the period ar- 
rives, the perfon who purcha- 
fedit, prefents it for payment. 
With what “‘ ju/ftice ” can the 
note be confidered by them as 
depreciated becaufe he purcha- 
fed it ** below par?” Is this pri- 


vate contraét between thefe in- 
dividuals to operate fo far as to 
annihilate any part of the debt 
Which was due to the original 
owner ?—Orcan the price given 
in the leaft degree alter the na- 
ture of the obligation, or leffen 
a debt which 1s acknowledged 
to be due from the govern- 
ment? The queftion’ is, do 

vernment owe the debt ?--- 

fo, their obligations are e- 
qually as good in the hands of 
one man-.as in another, the 


“ public faith” being pledged 


for their redemption: neither 
can it be‘obferved with ** fa- 
cred punctuality,” if they are 
fubject to the feat depreciati- 
on. A redemption of a note at 
a depreciated rate, for which 
government has acknowledged 
an equivalent, muft be con- 
ceived as the higheft ** injuf- 
tice,’ want of “* fidelity” to 
their engagement, and a moft 
notorious breach of ‘* public 
faith.”” The moft abfurd rea- 
foning is obvious throughout 
the whole piece alluded to: the 
gentleman fays, “ fo far as a 
creditor, in any form whatever, 
remits his right, the govern- 
ment obligation ceafes.”--- 
What poffible connection can 
the government’s obligations 
have with an individual as 
to the difpofal of his notes? 
He mer give them away ; and 
upon this principle the a. 
ment’s obligation totally cea- 
fes, as the original poffeffor, 
in this inftance, ** remits his 
right,” without any. confidera- 
tion whatever. Pray was the 
note given with a provifo that 
the original poffeffor fhould 
for ever retain it, or that go- 
vernment was not to be obliged 
to pay, if it was fold for lefs 
than its fj peribed value ? Quite 
the reverf>: a bona fide debt 
is acknowledged : and the 
** public faith” is furety that 
it fhall be paid, at a certain pe- 
riod, to the bearer. It ftands, 
then, a nezociable note, and 
the poffeffor is the creditor. 
The “ public faith” is pledged 

to 
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to him individually: and go- gave occafion to it. The ori- 
vernment have no right to re- ginal owner furely did not: 
deem “it one fraction below neither could the purchafer by 
par. Suppofe the French na- any art or finefle fo far under- 
tion had refufed payment of value them. No: they becdme 
their billg of exchange, at in bad repute by the conduct 
their nominal value, becaufe of that government which 
they were felling in America iffued them. The “ public 
at thirty three and one-third faith,” in the firft inflahow, 

r cent. difcount.. ' was injured by them: for if 

In what abfurdity muft all they had fu/filled their engage- 
public meafures be involved, ments, the public credit would 
upon the principles advanced have continued fixed and per- 
by this gentleman! In fhort, manent. Previous actions, re- 
fo far from *€ public faith’ lating to the old and new emif- 
becoming the ftandard, the fion, with many other circum- 
mere whims of individuals ftances, had deftroyed that pub- 


’ muft be the rule to afcertain lic confidence which ought ever 


all our political conduct. Sofar to fubfiftin government. This 
from ‘government fupporting want of confidence drove the 
their credit from their own foldier to fell his note at a 
fidelity, they muft depend on difcount : and by not regu- 
the private negociations of in- larly paying our foldiery, we 
dividuals: and, to determine reduced them to fuch imme- 
them in their meafures, they diate want, that they were 
muft appoint officers to ftand obliged to fell their notes on 
at every corner of the ftreet, their receiving them : and the 
to enquire of the paffengers, fale stn at market, as in 
How ftands the ‘ public faith?’ all cafes, where there are many 
In what a ludicrous ftare would fellers and few buyers. 
this perfon place government, _ All wife nations endeavour 
to reduce them to the pitiful to difcharge their debts by the 
bufinefs of becoming mere — order and exactnefs of 
ftock-pimps, and degrading financeering. But, on the prin- 
the national dignity, by ful- ciples advanced by this gen- 
fering any exchange-jobbing tleman, their conduct is en- 
to fully their pledged faith and tirely impolitic: fo far from 
honour, and, like the thermo- acting with caution and atten- 
meter, to rife and fallatevery tion to pay their debts, the 
change of circumftances ! ought to commit the ‘eaech 
e gentleman tells us of blunders: inftead of finances 
the “* depreciated value” of and appropriated funds, they 
our ftate-notes ; but leaves us fhould throw their pecuniary 
in the dark as to what firft concerns into confufion. This 
would. 
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would ferve to deftroy the 
public confidence, and of 
confequence depreciate their 
notes, and lower the . f{tocks. 
When they have gone thus 
far, they are to call them in 
at the “ circulating value,” 
and plead the ‘‘ conient of in- 
dividuals to redeem them at 
the fame rate.” Quite a néw 
mode of procefs: and I think 
the gentleman ought to be re- 
warded (though at a depreci- 
ated rate) for his ingenuity. 
The obfervations that could 
be made on the piece alluded 
to, are too many for this eflay. 
I fhall therefore pafs them 


over in filence, as many fen- 


timents advanced by this wri- . 


ter, are too abfurd to be fe- 
rioufly refuted. His many 
contradictions fometimes lead 
me to fuppofe him writing 
ironically ; more particularly 
at the latter part, when .he 
fays, ** this mode of conduct 
would give vigour to govern- 
ment, by increafing people’s 
confidence in it.” A reply to 
this inconfiftency would be 
treating the public with indig- 
nity, His arguments are the 
mere froth of fophiftry, and 
calculated to miflead, rather 
than to inform ; tomake dif- 
ficulties, rather than to re- 
move them: and the writer is 
fo far from having any regard 
to the ** honour,” ‘* fidelity,” 
or “ juftice” of the ftate, that 
he feems inclined to annihilate 
them all. 

Before I conclude, I fhall 


make a. general obfervation, 
that <t this crifis we have thofe 
amongft us, who know that a 
few artful arguments, ad- 
dreffed rather to our feelings 
than our judgment, would 
have a tendency to difunite 
us in our councils; embarra{s 
us in our finances ; derange 
our meafures ; and make us 
uneafy in our prefent fituation, 
Our ‘* public faith” they with 
to be blafted. They want to 
lower usin the opinien of our 
allies, 2-4. in a word, te fer 
us at ice among our- 
felves, a . make us defpifed 
by the world, 
A Friend to the Community. 
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Speech of a Member of the 
General Court of Maffachu- 
fetts, on the Queftion whe- 
ther the Public Securities 
fhould be redeemed at their 
Current Value. 


ee idea, mr. Speaker, of 
redeeming the various 
fpecies of our public fecuri- 
ties, at their prefent deprecia- 
ted value, has never till now 
been fuggefted ; and I hope, 
for the honour of the govern- 
ment, will be-never agitated 
again within thefe walls: as it 
not only affects the rights of 
the fubject in a very intereft- 
ing point, but, if it had the 
fanctton of a law, would for 
ever deftroy all confidence .in 
the faith and integrity of the 
public. Societies, fir, become 
reipectable on the fame prin- 

ciples 
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ciples by which the character 
of individuals is maintained. 
Dithonefty in either is equally 
oppofed to wifdam, and equal- 
ly pernicious to their true in- 
tereft. It may give a momen- 
tary relief : but its favourable 
effects will foon vanifh. Dif- 
truft, and even abborrence, 
will fueceed: and the impofi- 
tion once detected, will hang 
as a perpetual ciog on the pro- 
erefs of any future undertak- 
ing. Ic is, then, not the duty 
only, but the profperity, and 


perhaps even the exiftence-of 


a country, are involved in the 
performance of its contracts. 
As to thofe, therefore, who 
affert that a meafure which is 
morally -wrong, may be polli- 
tically right, they hold a doc- 
trine -contradicied by the 
uncorrupted opinions of the 
world, and fubverfive of all 
political fyftem : for it is clear 
to demonftration, that a difpo- 
fition ‘to take every advantage 
that power would give, would 
operate as the moft cruel ty- 
ranny, however it were fanc- 
tioned by the forms of a free 
government. Such conduct, 
in my idea, would amount to 
little fhort of political fuicide, 
and would go near to fap the 
foundation of the beft efta- 
blifhed monarchy in Europe. 
The law, in our private tran{- 
actions, mr. Spedker, will al- 
ways act asa collateral check 
on the views of the individual: 
and his principles and fears 
are both of them engaged in 


the difcharge of his dury. But 
in our connection with the 
ftate, we have little elfe but its 
faith to confide in: and, of 
courfe, this faith fhould be 
preferved with the moft facred 
punctuality. When the pre- 
mife is once plighted, govern- 
ment that moment defcends to 
the rank of an individual, and 
all it has to do, is to jal! on 
fome efteciual meafures to ful- 
fil its engagements, It cannot 
hefitate a moment about the 
worth which the publie give 
to its fecurities, without in- 
curring the odious and feanda- 
lous imputation of being judge 
and party in its own eaufe, 

Why, then, do we talk of 
the hardfhip of being obliged 
to redeem our certifieates at 
their full value, becaufe they 
are daily purchsfed at a far 
lefs fum than they were iMfwed 
for by the’ ftate ? It is a mis- 
fortune, indeed, to the origi- 
nal proprietor, that he is 
obliged to fell at fo low a rate. 
But it cannot be confidered as 
a crime, unlefs it be a crime in 
the ftate, fo long to have de- 
layed the execution of its moft 
folemn obligations : and if 
this isreally the cafe, fhall the 
government receive a benefit 
from that for which the law 
provides a penalty ? 

But we feem to be afraid 
that thofe who have fpeculated 
in our funds, will grow too 
rich, and at the expence of 
the people at large. As to the 
latter part of the propofition, 

the 
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the people are not the poorer, 
let who will be their creditors : 
and as to the idea of wealth 
beiiig accumulated by fpecu- 
lating in our public fecurities, 
there is not a man who has 
ever trufted the ftate or the 
continent, perfuaded by its 
affurances, but has been fure 
to lofe by it. 

If we examine the policy of 
every other country, fir, fpe- 
culations in the funds are ra- 
ther encouraged than difap- 

troved by the government. 

hey are confidered as the 
pulfe of the body-politic : and 
though its feeble vibrations 
may, at any time, announce 
both languor and decay, they 
ftill demonftrate thofe remains 
of animation, which demand 
relief, «and preclude defpair. 
They are the barometer, mr. 
Speaker, of modern power ; 
and explain the ftrength of a 
‘community beyond the calcu- 
lations of arithmetic. They 
are founded in the neceffities 
of mankind, and in the differ- 
ent ideas which different peo- 
ple entertain of the honour 
and refources of government: 
and if thofe who have the moft 
favourable opinions, and are 
the moft firmly attached to its 
interefts, have the beft claims 
to its protection, then furely 
are we bound by every tie of 
honour, gratitude, and policy, 
to reward their confidence in 
our promifes. In fact, the 
warmeft friends of the revolu- 
tion would be the greateft 


fufferers by a national bank- 
—— : — cg who have 
always regarded our lie 
seildena tricks to Ean 
them, would preferve their 
roperty. 

P ‘As a roof of the juftice of 
thefe obfervations, we have 
only to caft our eyes to the 
ftate of that nation from whofe 
detefted yoke we are now 
freed, ved we fhall prefently 
fee that it is only owing to the 
implicit confidence repofed in 
her promifes, that fhe Rtill re- 
tains her prefent power and § 
reputation: and is it poffible 
to believe, that we have nei- 
ther virtue nor wifdom to adopt 
that policy from an enemy, 
whence fhe ‘has derived fuch 
effential benefits--America, 
under every advantage which 
nature and liberty afford, while 
Britain but prefents the muti- 
lated remains of her former 
grandeur, like a ftatue thrown 
from its pedeftal, its trunk en- 
tire, but its extremities for 
ever feparated ? 

But if we admit the will, 
and only difpute our ability 
to do juftice to the public cre- 
ditors, I fhould wifh to be in- 
formed as to the evidence in 
fupport of this opinion. Are 
we not in the dawn of life, 
our population rapid, our re- 
fources many.of them unim- 
proved, and all of them rapid- 
y increafing, perfectly free 
from, and wholly unincum- 
bered by thofe oppreffive and 
enormous eftablifhments, ~~ 

ther 
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ther civil, military, or eccle- 


fiaftical, by which the common 
people of every other country 
are impoverifhed ? Is not the 
idea of poverty, which many 
are fond of inculcating, ab- 
furd and chimerical, founded 
on partial views dnd _erro- 
neous calculations, a fpectre 
raifed to difconcert “the mea- 
fures of government, and to 
impede the courfe of juftice, 
and for no other reafon but to 
indulge the meannefs of ava- 
rice, or to promote the views 
of faction ? 

Should we, however, be for- 
ced to confefs the melancholy 
truth, that our country, after 
all, is not worth the moncy it 
Itas really coft to defend it, and 
if the peace and fafety of the 
commonwealth demand the fa- 
crifice of the firmeft friends of 
our independence, in order to 
its prefervation, let us convene 
our creditors and requeft their 
indulgence. Any thing would 
be preferable to the low 
wretched arts fo induftrioufly 

layed off to perplex and em- 

arrafs, without a fingle expe- 
dient being fuggefted for the 
common good. In this fitua- 
tion, we fhould then do as ho- 
neft men oughtto do. While 
we acknowledged our poverty, 
we fhould preferve our reputa- 
tion ; and though we might be 
juftly ridiculed for our con- 
duct, after all the parade about 
the fuperior bleflings of our 
boafted revolution, we ftill 


could not be reproached with 
difhonefty. 


But who are the people, mr- 
Speaker, who are thus perpe- 
tually talking of our poverty, 
and offering it asa reafon to 
juftify the meafures of the de- 
linquent ftates, either as to the 
conftitutional requifitions of 
congrefs, or as to thofe federal 
improvements, without which, 
experience has already demon- 
{trated the utter impracticabi- 
lity of our preferving the uni- 
on ? At what period have they 
fought, what money have they 
loaned or given, or what fer- 
vices have they rendered the 
commonwealth, unlefs mur- 
muring is a benefit, and chica- 
nery a virtue? In this view 
they ought to be crowned with 
laurels for their patriotic exer- 
tions, as their zeal is unremit- 
ted. No, mr. Speaker, there is 
not a perfon of this defcrip- 
tion, who ever has, or ever 
will affift the country with a 
farthing. They ftand unmoved 
at our diftrefs ; and are only 
afraid that they fhall be made 
to contribute what they ought 
long fince chearfully to have 
performed. I blufh that fuch 
citizens exift. I lament that 
they are Americans: for they 
would be a difhonour to any 
country, but are the bane ofan 
infant community like ours. 

If the clamours of difcon- 


tent, however, muft be admit- 


ted as proofs of public infe- 
licity, the annals of every na- 
tion, and even in its happieft 
periods, are authentic evidence 
that no country has yet been 


happy, 
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happy, as every era has been 
marked by the fame apparent 
diffatisfaction in a large part 
of the community. In our re- 
trofpest of the paft, many are 
too apt to view none but the 
pleafing parts of the picture. 
We think only of the advan- 
tages of our former fituation ; 
and forget the dangers we have 
efcaped, and the real fuffer- 
jags by which we have been 
oppreffed. Inftead of gratitude 
to the Great God of Peace for 
his diftinguifled mercy, we 
affail the heavens with our 
impious clamours. 

This, hoWever, is nota ge- 
neral character of the people-- 
itis but the refult of that bufy 
and reftlefs fpirit by which 
faction is always marked, and 
to the malignant influence of 
which every free country is ex- 
pofed, though it ought always 
to be reprobated. 

But it will be immediately 
asked, whether our trade is not 
diftreffed, our debts great, our 
money decreafing, our imports 
imimenfe, our exports inconfi- 
derable, and our navigation 
annihilated. This, fir, is the 
gloomy portrait either of dif- 
appointed vanity, of factious 
views, or even fometimes of 
honeft but unreflecting patriot- 
ifm, and daily exhibited to 
the world as an exact reprefen- 
tation of the prefenr ftate of 
America. It would require too 
much time to inveftigate the 
fubjecét at large, and to an- 
fwer every queftion in its or- 


der. But it is very certain mof 
of thefe, tho’ evidently height- 
ened in their reprefentations, 
are the natural effects of the 
war in which we have been en- 
gaged, andin which the labour 
of our citizens has been divert- 
ed from its proper objects. 
This interruption of labour, 
arifing in a great meafure from 
our having been the immediate 
theatre of hoftile operations, 
together wich the debt exifting 
at the beginning, and the want 
of many of the neceffaries, and 
moft of the conveniencies of 
focial life, at the conctufion of 
the war, joined to the effects 
of the fanguine ‘expe ‘tations 
of mercantile adventurers, both 
on this and the other fide of 
the Arlantic, may be confider- 
edas the efficient fprings of the 
prefent difficulties. We either 
wanted, or fancied we wanted, 
what we had not the proper 
means of remittance to pay 
for; and of confequence have 
been drained of our f{pecie to 
difcharge our refpective obli- 
gations. But it is eafy to fee 
that thefe defects are now wor- 
king their remedy. » Our im- 
portations have leffened, in- 
duftry is fubftituted to expedi- 
ent, and we are beginning to 
confine our attention to our 
own internal refources, to our 
manufactures, to agriculture, 
and to our fifhery. Our wants 
have leffened, and we fhall 
infallibly deduce thofe habits 
of frugality and induftry, fi oe 

’ the 
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On the Redemption of Public Securities. 


the véry misfortunes which 
extravagance never fails to in- 
trodtice. 

If then our fituation is nei- 
ther fo bad as has been repre- 
fented, nor is likely to conti- 
nue fo bad as it is at prefent, 
what is it we want? Wewant 
fyftem and arrangement. We 
want the virtue and the union 
of fentinient in peaee, which 
have-faved us in the war. We 
want a ferious, firm, and per- 
manent determination in the 
government to do juftice. We 
want the influence of an honeft 
example, and it lies with this 
ftate to fet it. Letus not then 


enquire whether the other ftates 
are doing as they ought todo, 
but let us do our duty, and truft 
to the event: and if it is im- 
pofible, that juftice, honour 


and liberty can fubfift on this 
continent, let it never be faid 
that it is our fault. Ours has 
been the poft of honour on all 
arduous occafions ; and let us 
not, at this period of the revo- 
lution, forfeit the well-earned 
reputation we have acquired 
in its*early ftages, by ridicu+ 
lous furmifes, and that abfurd 
jealoufy of congrefs which at 
laft muft change the conftitu- 
tion itfelf. By fuch policy, 
confidence in the government 
will be reftored, the public fe- 
curities will not be confined in 
the chefts of fpeculators ; by 
paying the intereft, they will 
come in demand; they will 
fipply the place of the fpecie 


we Dave loft; they will get into 


> 
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— body’s hands ; the value 
of all our property will rife, as 
the medium to teprefent it, is 
increafed ; and inftead of bce 
ing confidered as a curfe, the 
PU8LIC DEBT wil! become 
a PUBLIC BLESSING. 


$4 SOD] "4? 


On the Redémption of Public 


Securities, 


OU have defired my fen- 

timents with refpect to 

the payment of public fecuri- 

ties : for anfwer I fend you 
the following parable : 

Two merchants, for want 
of a fufficient fund to fupport 
their trade, gave negociable 
bills of. credit for labour and 
the loan of money, to be paid 
ata certain time. But, before 
the time of payment came, 
the credit of the merchants 
was fhaken ; and money grew 
fo fcarce, that their bills were 
fold much below their nominal 
fum. Hence a difpute arofe 
between the merchants, whe- 
ther they fhould pay as they 
had received, or according to 
the folly or neceffities of hofe 
who had fold their bilk. 

At the time of payment, a 
labourer went to one of the 
merchants, and defired him to 
be as good as his promife, and 
take up his bill. 

The merchant replied, fome 
who had bills of me, have fold 
them for a trifle ; and I am 
unwilling to pay you any 
more than this bill coft you. 

The labourer anfwered, fir, 
Lay this 
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this bill coft me what it ex- 
preffes. But if it did not, it 
was thought you were a.man 
of truth and juftice, who dealt 
upon honour, and were dif- 
pofed to pay in value, as you 
received; or you would not 
have found a man to take a 
bill of you. 

The merchant faid, my pro- 
mife has been undervalued, 
and if I might be counte- 
nanced by law, I could fave 
money to myfelf, and not 
deal unjuftly with hawkers. 

The labourer asked, would 
you become a hawker? We 
tead in the face of the bill 
what you received, and your 
promife : and would you re- 
turn only a trifle? 

The merchant demanded, 
where is the difhonefty in pay- 
ing only what you gave for the 
bill ? 

The labourer anfwered: in 
you, fir, it would be violating 
the truth, dealing fraudulent- 
ly with your creditors, and in- 
troducing a practice that would 
deftroy the credit of all nego- 
ciable notes and trade: and 
if your difpofition had been 
known, you would not have 
the opportunity of promifing 
to pay fifty pounds for value 
received, and then turning 
away your creditors with only 
a tenth part. 

The merchant faid, I have 
not wherewith to redeem my 
bills according to my promife. 
What fhall I do? 

The labourer rejoined : 


You may yet behave as an hos 
neft man, and not with for a 
law that fhall fhew you to be 
void of truth and juftice. De- 
fire your creditors to have pa- 
tience with you, until you 
can pay them with honour ; 
or give up all you have ob- 
tained with your creditors’ 
money, and Iet them divide 
it among themfelves: for it is 
better to die an horeft man, 
than to live a knave. 

The labourer then went to 
the other merchant with a bill, 
and defired him to reimburfe 
him the money. : 

The merchant anfwered, 
fir, I have a facred regard for 
my promife, and delight in 
righteoufnefs. But providence 
has fo frowned upon me, that 
my creditors became jealous 
of me, and fome have fold my 
bills under what I received for 
them. Bur it is not juft forme 
to make the follies or the ne- 
ceflities of men the rule of my 
conduct. My word is given to 
the bearer: my honour, juf- 
tice, and the intereft of trade, 
require me to fhun every ap- 


‘pearance of fraud. Pray have 


patience with me, and I will 
contract. my expences, and 
exert myfelf to pay you all. 
I fhall not depart from right- 
eoufnefs, but return in-value 
as I have received, and pro- 
mifed in my bills. 

The labourer faid, fir, I 
revere a man of your integri- 
ty, and will wait your time 
with pleafure. 

If 
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Extraét from the late Addrefs, Oc. dc. 


If our affemblies were of the 
fentiments of the honeft mer- 


chant, and ftrictly adhered to. 


truth and juftice, they might 
with good ceconomy exalt 
th@mfelves, and be honoured 
e people. But if indivi- 
be defrauded, to fave 
money for the public, jealoufy 
will fpread among the peo- 
ple, government fall into con- 
tempt, and anarchy enfue. 
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Extraét from the late Addrefs 
of the General Court of 
M rffachufetts, to their Con- 
Stituents. 


E are informed that the 
public fecurities are 
now fold at a lower rate, than 
at any former period: but fup- 
pofe there was no depreciation 
on any of thofe fecurities, 
perhaps the fums we have paid 
in taxes, in hiring men, and 
purchafing fupplies. for the 
army, within the laft eight 
years, are more than the whole 
amount both of our ftate debt 
and our proportion of the con- 
tinental debr. 

If the public had been able 
to prevent the depreciation of 
the public fecurities, we think 
atric juftice would have re- 
quired it: but notwithftand- 
ing. the moft folemn promifes 
of future payment, that de- 
preciation has taken place; 
perhaps, therefore, a criminal 
breach of faith is not impu- 
table to the public counfels : 
but if, when it is in our pow- 
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er, we refufe to redeem the 
fecurities, what excufe fhall 
we have? Can we be willing, 
that the hiftory of the Ameri- 
can revolution fhall be black- 
ened with the tale, that we re- 
fufed to redeem the fecurities 
we had given to effect it? and 
fhall our pofterity blufh to 
hear of the event, becaufe the 
perfidy of their anceftors ex- 
ceeded their glory ? 

Some have obferved, that 
the continental currency is 
not redeemed but at the rate 
of feventy-five for one; and 
propofe that the whole debt 
be reduced by law to the pre-~ 
fent current value : but is 
there nota wide difference be- 
tween the cafes? The firft 
emiffions of that currency were 
comparatively {mall: after it 
had fuffered a depreciation be- 
yond what has happened to 
any of the public fecurities, 
immenfe fums were brought 
into cireulation, and the pub- 
lic received a confideration for 
them, not more than at the 
rate of one for forty or fif- 
ty, and perhaps more. It was 
therefore thought unreafona- 


ble to redeem them at the no- 


minal value. Befides, if the 
fecurities fhould be reduced by 
law to five fhillings in the 
pa’ they would inftantly 
all in their current value to 
one fhilling : there would then 
be the fame reafon for reduc- 
ing them to that fum, and 

from thence to nothing, 
If an individual is involved 
in 
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in debt, both prudence and 
honefly require him to be fru- 
gal, and pay his debts as foon 
as may be. By a long and ex- 
— war, we incurred a 
arge public debt, though far 
lefs than-our enemies incurred. 
But inftead of ufing every ef- 
fort to pay it, divers perfons 
have employed themfelves in 
devifing methods to get rid of 
it, without payment, Many, 
indeed, have employed much 
more time and money to this 
end, than (if better employed) 
might have purchafed their 
who'e proportion of the public 
fecuritics. They allege that 
many of the firft poffeffors 
have been obliged to fell them 
for little more than one-third 
of their amount ; and there- 
fore that the prefent holders 
ought to receive no more. But 
we fhou!d do well to remem- 
ber, that the public have re- 
ceived the full value of all the 
notes they have iffued. They 
were made transferable by law, 
and many of them have been 
fold. But if we had paid them, 
as we promifed, very few 
would have been fold: and 
fhall we take no meafures to 

ay them now, beecaufe we 
oe omitted the payment fo 

ne ? : 

It is faid to be unreafonable 
to compel the man who has 
been obliged to feil his fe- 
curities at a low rate, to re- 
deom them at the nominal va- 
Jue. This obfervation is made 
with an ill grace, when every 
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man, who has fold his notes, 
can purchafe them again ata 
lower rate, than he fold them, 

The nations of Europe are 
unable to maintain War with- 
out borrowing : muchgfefs 
could we. But in cafe’ 
war, who would lend 
our neglecting feven years’ te 
pay the fum borrowed, will 
juftify our not paying at all? 

Policy, thereiore, as well as 
juftice, demands, that we do 
all in our power to fatisfy our 
creditors. In private life, the 
man who avails himfelf of ar- 
tifice and fraud, will foon find 
his character blafted, and him- 
felf the object of contempr: 
while he who, encompaffed 
with difficultiés, maintaims an 
honeft courfe, may hope for 
the friendfhip of man, and the 
favour of heaven. The fame 
will be the cafe in fates 
and communities, fo ong as 
** Righteoufnefs exalteth a 
** nation.” 

14 D> SDD “4d 


Qn the Philadelphia Conven- 


tion. 


T feems to be generally felt 
and acknowledged, that 
the affairs of this country are in 
a ruinous fituation. With vat 
refources in our hands, we are 
impoverifhed by the continual 
drain of money from us in fo- 
reign trade; our navigation is 
deftroyed; our people are‘in 
debt and unable to pay ; induf- 
try is at a ftand; our public 
treaties are violared, and na- 
tional 
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tional faith, folemnly plighted 
to foreigners, and to our own 
citizens, is no longer kept. We 
are difcontented at home, and 
abroad we are infulted and 
defpifed. 

In this exigency, people na- 
turally look to the continental 
convention, in hopes that their 
wifdom will provide fome ef- 
fectual remedy for this com- 
plication of diforders. It is, 
pethaps, the laft opportunity 
which may be prefented to us 
of eftablifhing a permanent 
fyftem of continental govern- 
ment: and, if this opportuni- 
ty be loft, it is much to be 
feared that we fhal] fall into 
irretrievable confufion, 

How the great object of 
their meeting is to be attained, 
is a queftion which deferves 
to be ferioufly confidered. 
Some men, there is reafon to 
believe, have indulged the 
idea of reforming the united 
ftates, by means of fome re- 
fined and complicated fchemes 
of organizing a future con- 
egrefs, in a different form. 
Thefe fchemes, like many 
others, with which we have 
been amufed in times paft, will 
be found to be merely vifion- 
ary, and produce no Jafting 
benefit. The error is not in 
the form of congrefs, the mode 
of election, or the duration of 
the appointment of the mem- 
bers. The fource of all our 
misfortunes is evidently in the 
want of fufficient power in 
congrefs, Tq be convinced 
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of this melancholy, this im- 
portant truth, we need but re- 
collect the vigour, the energy, 
the unanimity of this country 
a few years paft, even in the 
midft of a war, when congrefs 
overned the continent. We 
ee gradually declined in- 
to feeblenefs, anarchy, and 
wretchednefs, from that pe- 
riod in which the feveral ftates 
began to exercife [ufurped] 
the fovereign and abfolute 
right of treating the recom- 
mendations of congrefs with 
contempt. From that time to 
the prefent, we have feen the 
great federal head of our 
union clothed with the autho- 
rity of making treaties, with- 
out the power of fulfilling 
them; of contracting debts, 
without being able to dif- 
charge them, or to bind others 
to. difcharge them; of regu- 
lating our trade, and provid- 
ing for. the general welfare of 
the people, in their concerns 
with foreign nations, without 
the power of reftraining a fin- 
gle individual from the infrae- 
tion of their orders, or reftrict- 
ing any trade, however inju- 
rious to the public welfare. 

To remedy thefe evils, fome 
have weakly imagined that it is 
neceffary to annihilate the fe- 
veral ftates, and veft congrefs 
with the abfolute direction and 
government of the continent, 
as one fingle republic. This, 
however, would be impractica- 
ble and mifchievous. In fo ex- 
tenfivea country, many local 
and 
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and internal regulations would 
be required, which congrefs 
could not poflibly attend to, 
and to which the ftates indivi- 
dually are fully competent ; 
but thofe things which alike 
concern all the ftates, fuch as 
our foreign trade, and foreign 
tranfactions, congrefs fhould 
be fully authorifed to regulate, 
and fhould be invefted: with 
the power of enforcing their 
regulations. 

The ocean which joins us 
to other nations, would feem 
to be the feene upon which 
congrefs might exert its autho- 
rity with the greateit benefit to 
the united ftates, as no one 
ftate can poffibly claim any ex- 
clufive right init. It bas been 
Jong feen that the ftates indivi- 
dually cannot, with any fuc- 
cefs, pretend to regulate trade. 
The dutics and reftrictigns 
which one ftate impofes, the 
neighbouring ftates enable 
the merchants to elude; and 
befides, if they could be enfor- 
ced, it would be highly unjuft, 
that the duties collected in the 
ports of one ftate, fhould be 
applied to the fole ufe of that 
ftate in which they are collect- 
ed, whilft the neighbouring 
ftates, which have no ports {or 
foreign commerce, confume a 
part of the goods imported, and 
thus in effect pay a part of the 
duties. Even if the recom- 
mendation of congrefs had 
been attended to, which propo- 


fed the levying, for the ule of 


comerefs, five per cent. on 
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goods imported, to be collected 
by officers to be appointed by 
the individual ftates, it is more 
than probabie that the laws 
would have been feebly execu- 
ted. Men are not apt to be 
fuficiently attentive to the 
bufinefs of thofe who do not 
appoint, and cannot remove or 
controul them. Ofhcers would 
naturally look up to the ftate 
which appointed them: and it 
is paft a doubt, that fome of the 
{tates would efteem it no un- 
pardonable fin, to promote 
their own particular intereft, 
or even that of particular men, 
to the injury of the united 
ftates. 

Would it not then be right 
to veft congrefs with the fle 
and exclufive power of regula- 
ting trade, of impofing port- 
duties, of appointing officers 
to collect thefe duties, of erect- 
ing ports, and deciding all 
queftions by their own autho- 
rity, which concern foreign 
trade and navigation upon the 
high feas ? Some of thofe per- 
fons, who have conceived a 
narrow jcaloufy of congrefs, 
and therefore have unhappily 
obftructed their exertions for 
the public weifare, may per- 
haps be ftartled at the idea, 
and make objections. To fuch 
[ would anfwer, that our fituar 
tion appears to be fufficiently 
defperate, to juftiiy the har 
zarding an experiment of any 
thing which promifes imme- 
diate relief. Let us try this for 
a few years: and if we find it 

attended 
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attended with mifchief, we 
can refufe to renew the power. 


But it appears to me to be ne- 


ceffary and ufeful: and I can- 
not conceive that it would in 
the leaft degree endanger our 
liberties. The reprefentatives 
of the ftates in congrefs are ea- 
fily changed, as often as we 
pleafe : and ‘they muft necef- 
farily be changed often. They 
would have little inclination, 
and lefs ability, to enterprize 
againft the liberties of their 
conftituents. The meafure 
here provofed, would, no 
doubt, induce the neceftity 
of employing a fmall number 
of armed veffels, to enforce 
the regulations of congrefs, 
and would be the beginning 
of acontinental navy: but a 
navy was never efteemed, like 
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a ftanding a¥my, dancerous to 
the liberty of the pecple. 

To thofe who fhould object 
that this is too fmalla power 
to grant congrefs---that many 
more are neceffary to be ad- 
ded to thofe which they al- 
ready poffefs---I can only fay 
that perhaps they have noe 
fuficiently reflected upon the 
crest importance of the nower 
propofed. That it would be 
of immenfe fervice to th 
country, [ have no doubr, 2 
it is the only means by whic? 
our trade can be eftablifned 
on fuch a feoting as to enable 
us to contend apzint the fell- 
ith and (may [ not add 2) hof- 
tile fyftems of other nations. 
That it would, in the ec vent, 
greatly ftrengthen the hands 
of congrefs, is evident. y A 


ae 
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‘Caution againft Infees. 


IDING outa few days be- 

fore the laft harveft with 
one of my neighbours, and 
pafling by a field of beautiful 
grain, we perceived a large 
patch of "dhe wheat totally 
blackened with fomething or 
other,---we knew not har: 
but upon examination found it 
covered with millions of flies. 
We were at a lofs, at firft, how 
to account for fo extraordinary 
an appearance in one part of 
the field only: but upon look- 


ing round, we obferved a lar 
heap of corn-ftalks and hus le, 
which had rotted, lying by th 
fide of the fence, from wh! ¢ 
thofe deftructive flies fill if:- 
ed in amazing numbers. “Phe 
owner of the land had raifed 
crop of Indian corn in the fare 
field laft year, and very prob:- 
bly had husked his corn i 
that {pot, or in cleaning his 
field fromthe ftalks or fer 
had laid them there, as bei = 
an out-of-the-way place. Lik: 
myfelf, he never knew tba: 
cormn-ftalks, to all appearan: 


, 
. 
iw 
? 
. 
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extremely dry, laid together, 
would prove fo dangerous, and 
until he felt it, never reflected 
that the fweet juice thefe 
ftalks contain, when corrupt- 
ed, would give exiftence to in- 
numerable infects; if he had, 
he would have kindled a blaze 
and have burntthem. Itis the 
method I intend to purfue 
henceforward. 

Indian corn is an ufeful 
grain, and our farmers in Penn- 
fylvania begin to raife great 
quantities of it. I earneftly 
with they would, as foon as 
they gather in the ear and their 
fodder, alfo gather the ftems 
and burn them: it will un- 
doubtedly be a little more la- 
bour; but what will that la- 
bour be, compared to the ad- 
vantage they will reap from it 
in the end ?---much of their 

rain, which is annually de- 
Trove, will be preferved to 
them. It is difficult to deftroy 
infects when they once gene- 
rally infeft our grain-fields, and 
Tam fully perfuaded, the cau- 
fes of their appearance may al- 
ways be traced out to neglects 
of this nature. It is a heart- 
breaking fight to a farmer to 
behold the fruits of his labour 
nipt in the bud. It is enough 
that we may one day or other 
experience famine and pefti- 
lence from droughts, from 
ftorms and tempefts, and whirl- 
winds, and from periodical vi- 
Atations of infects without 
number.-—-We ought to beware 
left, by our own floth and idle- 
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nefs, we bring an untimely cy. 
Jamity upon ourfelves. But 
when people know the caufes 
of evils, they are generally wife 
enough to avoid them if the 
can. I hope it will be the cafe 
here. Too little attention is 
paid to farming at prefent in 
this. country ; and indeed itis 
ftrange it fhould be fo, for a- 
griculture is of the utmoft im- 
portance to the people of Ame- 
rica. It is high time it was re- 
duced toa fyftem. In fome of 
the old countries, they have 
gone fo far as to ferve appren- 
ticefhips to the bufinefs. It isa 
beautiiul as well as an ufeful 
and neceffary art, and ought to 
become part of, the education 
of every man. Should a fo- 
reigner, who has been ufed to 
the fertile and well-cultivated 
European farms, travel thro’ 
many parts of Pennfylvania, 
he would be furprifed to find-- 
not that we have improved fo 
little of our lands,---but that 
what we have begun to work 
upon and improve, is fo fadly 
difordered, and fo irregularly 
managed. 
love my country, and hope 
to live to fee her flourith ; and 
therefore wifh her utmoft at- 
tention to be employed in a 
matter of fo much moment. 
WHEAT (and indeed every 
other grain) is a ftaple commo- 
dity in Pennfylvania, to fay 
nothing of the other ftates ; 
and furely it needs no uncom- 
mon experience to pronounce, 
that without a due attention 
to 
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to faple commodities through- 
out the united ftates, we never 
can fupport our rank among 
the nations of the earth as 
ONE mighty commonwealth : 
the reafon is plain; our com- 
merce will not be worth the 
attention of foreign nations: 
and, in proportion as that de- 
creafes, we will fall into in- 
fignificance. 

The relation of an intereft- 
ing fact may perhaps be fome 
apology for the plain language 
of A FARMER. 
Franklin Co. Aug. 15, 1785." 
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Letter on the Culture of Hemp. 
By Jofeph Blaney, Efy. 
and Mr. Samuel Barton, 
of Salem, in New England. 


Publifhed by order of the Bof- 
ton Committee of Agri- 
culture. 

Soa raifing of hemp with- 

in this ftate, is a matter 
of fuch confequence, as to 
Aiemand the attention of every 
one that has the real intereft of 
the ftate at heart, efpecially at 
this time, when our trade is fo 
much difcouraged. 

One hundred acres of good 
land, for each rown within the 
ftafe, would be fufficient to 
raife fuch a quantity of it, as 
would, when dreffed, be equal, 
if not fuperior, in value, to the 
fifheries within the ftate. What 
then would be the value of it 
when converted into canvas, 
eordage, &c.? And what num- 
bers of the induftrious poor 


ig 


would it employ? Surprifing ! 
that no proper meafures have 


- been taken to introduce fo ufe- 


ful, fo profitable a branch of 
bufinefs. 

Being fenfible that we could 
take no better method to pro- 
mote this branch of kusban- 
dry, than by going into the 
practical part thereof’ our- 
felves; we accordingly laft 
{pring fowed ten acres of land 
with hemp-feed, nine in the 
drill method, and one in the 
common way. 

The land we made ufe of in 
the drill-method, was in gene- 
ral very indifferent; and had, 
except half an acre of new 
land, borne feveral crops, im- 
mediately before; the greateft 
part more than three crops : 
bur by the force of tillage, the 
hemp grew to a good height, 
from 4to7 feet. The half acre 
of new land we broke up early 
in the fpring with a four-coul- 
tered plough; but finding we 
could not bring it into fucha 
degree of tilth, by the 22d of 
May, as to ridge it, were obli- 
ged to fow it on a level: we 
fowed it in rows, and had a 
good crop of hernp. 

We made ufe of no manure 
for any land; but are of opini- 
on that proper manure.would 
have been of fervice: for hemp 
is a plant of quick growth, and 
requires a great deal of nourith- 
ment in a fhort time. 

We made ufe of five-feer 
ridges, two rows on each ridge 
- 10 inches in the partitions, 

and 
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and found the intervals and 
partitions to anfwer very well. 

We fowed near a bufhel of 
feed upon an acre in the drill- 
way, and two bufhels and a 
halfin the common way; but 
think, if the land be good, that 
one buthel and a half in the 
former, and three bufhels in 
the latter method, would be 
betrer. " 

We fowed our land at diffe- 
tent times, viz. April 14th, 
18th, May 7th, 14th, 22d, 
28th; thence conclude, that 
the beft time for fowing hemp 
is as early in the fpring as the 
land can well be prepared ; and 
that any time before the mid- 
dle of May will do. 

The quantity of hemp in 
the common way, if the land 
be good and well dreffed, will 
be about one-third more the 
firft year than the drill-way. If 
the land be indifferent, the 


. quantities will be nearly equal. 


If the land be poor, the great- 
eft quantity will be in the drill- 
way. 

We choofe the drill-method, 
being the moft certain, produ- 
cing the beft ftalks, exhaufting 
the land the leaft, and, in the 
end, we believe, the moft pro- 
fitable. 

But the common method, 
for a new country, we think 
the beft, it requiring lefs la- 
bour, and land being plenty 
and cheap.” 

From the beft of our land, in 
the drill-method, we had at the 
rate ef feven cwt. to an acre; 


and from the Beft of that piece 
fowed in the common way, at 
the rate of rocwt. part of a 
piece fowed in the common 
way being wet and cold, the 
hemp was very indifferent. * 

We fowed nirie feparate pie 
ces of various foils: theice 
found that the beft foils we had 
for hemp were a rich, fandy 
loam, anda deep, dry, black 
mould; and that cold, clayey, 
wet, and gravelly lands are the 
moft improper. 

In order totry the different 
growth of hemp fown in the 
drill method, and by hand, 
without further cultivation of 
the foil, we fowed a fmall ftrip 
of the fame ground in the lat- 
ter method, which was fowed 
in the other. The effect was, 
that none of the plants in the 
fmall ftrip rofe Lighes than 
one foot anda half; whereas 
thofe cultivated by the plough 
reached to four and a half and 
five feet in height. 

We would obferve, that the 
more tillage we gave our land, 
the greater was the quantity of 
hemp :-=-that rich hint land 
did not produce more than land 
that had borne feveral crops :-- 
that it is very effential for 
hemp, that land be brought to 
a great degree of finenefs by 
tillage, or proper manure and 
tillage jointly :—that new land 


* Hemp may generally be 
valued in cafh, in this ftate, 
from feven to eight dollars pet 


cwt. 
fhould 
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fhould be broke up the fum- 
mer or fall before. 

We would alfo obferve, that 
the hemp bears a drought as 
well or better than Indian 
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corn; and it is not fo liable 


to be cut off by an early froft 5 


and that there is no more dif- 
ficulty in the culture of it, 
than of flax. 





MEDICAL AND,SURGICAL TRACTS. 


Cafe of a Cancer in the Sto- 
mach. 


By James Carmichael Smyth, 
M.D. FR. S. Phyfician 
Extraordinary to the King 


of England. 


Man about thirty years 
of age, was in June 1778, 
admitted into the Middlefex 
Hofpital. He had been long 


in a bad flate of health and was 
extremely pale and emaciated. 


From the beginning ot his ill- 
nefs, his chief complaint was a 
conftant pain at his ftomach, 
which at times was extremely 
violent, and was accompanied 
with a vomiting of an acid and 
very offenfive matter. He com- 
plained alfo of a ftrong pulfa- 
tion a little below the fcrobi- 
culus cordis, which pulfation 
was fo remarkable as to induce 
many perfons to fulpect that it 
was occafioned by an aneurifin 
of the aorta, or cocliac artery. 
He had tried many remedies, 
but from none of them had 
he received any permanent re- 
lief. He lived only fix weeks 
after his admiffion into the 
hofpital ; and, dyging that 
time, thought hisMfuerings 
fomewhat alleviated, by the 


ufe of abforbents, and extract 
of hemlock. 

Upon examining the body 
after death, the ftomach was 
found adhering both to the 
liver and to the pancreas. 
The liver itfelf was perfectly 
found. Put a large portion 
of the pancreas, where it ad- 
hered to the ftamach, was guite 
hard and fchirrous: the re- 
maining part was free from 
difeafe. On laying open the 
ftomach, we obferved, upon 
that part which adhered to the 
liver, an ulcer about the fize of 
a fhilling, of a cancerous ap=- 
pearance, with hard edges, 
which had completely eroded, 
not only the coats of the fto- 
mach, but alfo the peritoneal 
coat of the liver, fo that the 
fubftance of this vifcus formed 
part of the parictes of the 
ftomach. There was an ulcer 
of the fame kind, though fmal- 
ler, on that part of the ftomach 
which adhered to the fchir- 
rous portion of the pancreas, 
and befides thefe, there were 
feveral fmall indurations ‘on 


Mdifferent parts of the ftomach, 


and in fome of them an ap- 
pearance of beginning ulce- 
ration. 
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Although the cancer of the 
ftomach is one of thofe unfor- 
tunate cafes in which the moft 
exact knowledge of the difeafe 
eannot affift in pointing outa 
fuccefsful mode of practice ; 
yet the examination of fuch 
difeafes by diffectiun, may be 
of ufe, by enabling us to form 
a more certain prognoftic, in 
eafes of a fimilar nature. In 
the preceding, there are two 
circumftances, which particu- 
larly claim our notice. In the 
Grft place, we have an exam- 
ple of a morbid alteration in 
the body, (viz. the adhefion of 
the ftomach to the liver) being 
of fervice in prolonging the 
life of the animal; and fecond- 
ly, we fee that a ftrong pulfa- 
tion may be occafioned, not 
orfly by an aneurifm, or dif- 
eafe of the artery, but that a 
{chirrous tumour lying imme- 
diately above it, will produce 
the fame effect. 
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Account of a wi arto) essed 
Internus of a prodigious 
Size, inan Adult. 


By Frederic Michaelis, M. D. 
¥ NSTANCES of this dread- 


ful difeafe, where the un- 
happy fufferers live to a confi- 
derable age, are very uncom- 
mon, and therefore deferve 
particular attention. Dr. Au- 
rivillius, of Upfal, has pub- 
lifhed a cafe of this fort, the 
fubjec&t of which was forty- 
five years of age: and I lately 
met with one in America, 
where the patient, at the time 


Account of a Hydrocephalus Internus. 


I faw him, was twenty-nine 
years old. 

This miferable being lives 
near the famous Pefaic Falls, 
in the ftate ot New Jerfey. His 
name is Peter Van Winckel : 
he was born in 1754, of Dutch 
parents, who, as well as his 
brothers and {ifters, are in per- 
fect health. Three weeks after 
his birth, his mother firft per- 
ceived, that his head was un- 
commonly large, and that the 
bones of the fcull were much 
farther afunder than ‘ufual. 
This complaint foon increafed 
to fuch a degree, that he en- 
tirely loft the ufe of his limbs, 
a flight motion of his arms ex- 
cepted ; and has, never fince 


‘been able to quit his cradle, 


unlefs carried by three or four 
people. As he has made no 
ufe of his feet, they have re- 
mained extremely fmall ; and 
look like thofe of a boy of 
twelve years old, forming an 
odd contraft with the reft of 
his body, which fs as large ag_ 
that of a full-grown perfon. 
His hands, indeed, though not 
quite fo fmall in proportion as 
his feet, are, for the fame rea- 
fon, much more delicate than 
might be expected at his time 
of life. I meafured him, and 
found that from the feet to 
the chin, he meafured four feet 
five inches, and from the chin 
to the vertex, exactly one foot, 
fo that his whole length was 
five feet five inches, making 
fome all@wance fora flight er- 
ror on account of the difficulty 
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of meafuring him with accu- 
racy, his body and legs being 
much contracted, and he be- 
ing unable to ftraiten himfelf. 
But the dimenfions of his 
head I took with the utmoft 
precifion ; and found that it 
meafured from the extremity 
of the chin to the root of the 
nofe, feven inches ; and from 
thence over the head, (which 
was almoft bald) to the nape 
of the neck, twenty-five inch- 
es. The circumference of the 
head, round the temporal 
bones, was thirty-two inches. 
This monftrous head he was 
unable to move, unlefs affifted 
by others. 

He had a thick beard, and 
his features were ftrong and 
mafculine. His limbs were 
neither ricketty nor deformed, 
except his left hand, which 
had lately become diftorted, 
from its having conftantly re- 
mained unmoved ina bent po- 
fition. The right fide of his 
head was flattened by lyin 
more on that than on the left 
fide. But he was unable to 
continue for any length of 
time on either, 

I was furprifed to find that 
his pupils were neither en- 
larged, nor flow in their con- 
traction ; that he had no par- 
ticular inclination to fleep; 
that his appetite and digeftion 
were perfectly good, and his 
evacuations in general regu- 
lar. But he had, at times, 
been fo obftinately coftive, 
that, glyfters having proved 
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ineffectual, furgical affiftance 
had been required to rid the 
rectum of the indurated feces, 
No other part of the body was 
dropfical 52 nor had he ever 
been attacked with any other 
diforder, till the autumn of 
1783, when he was feized with 
a remitting fever. He appeared 
to enjoy perfect health in 
every other refpect; and has 
frequently exprelfed a defire 
of being married. His fenfes 
are not much impaired, ex- 
cepting his eye-fight, which, 
though quite fufficient for 
other purpofes, is not good 
enough to enable him to read ; 
at leaft, this was the excufe 
his parents made for his never 
having been taught. Befides 
this weaknefs of his eyes, he 
has a habit of fquinting, 
(which he contracted fome 
time ago, by his defire of fee- 
ing thofe who ftood behind 
his cradle), which made him 
look extremely ugly. His hear- 
ing is very nice, and his me- 
mory remarkably tenacious : 
nor are his mental qualities 
contemptible, though he is 
generally confidered as an 
ideot, on account of his Jook- 
ing fo very ftupid. I have heard 
fome of his bon mots, fome- 
what bordering upon wit. He 
is always in good fpirits; and 
is very glad when people come 
to fee him: but then his ex- 
ertions to make himfelf agree= 
able, heighten his natural ug- 
linefs. His fmiles are hi- 
deous ; and his fhrill voice 
the 
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the moft difagreeable I ever 
heard. 

His religion does not con- 
fift merely in a repetition of 
pfalms, and other*paffages of 
the holy writings, of which 
he knows a great many by 
heart: but it gives him pa- 
tience and refignation to the 
will of providence, fo that he 
bears his misfortune, not only 
without murmuring, but with 
chearfulnefs, and has an at- 
tachment to life, that raifed 
my utmott aftonifhment. | 


4 D> D> SD “dw 
To the Printer. 


As the diforder treated of in 
the picce I now fend you 
for publication, has of late 
prevailed in different parts 
of this country---and as I 
have for fome years paft ex- 
perienced the efficacy of 
the method of cure pre- 
fcribed by doctor Ogden, I 
imagine it would be well 
to make it more public. 


On the Putrid Sore Throat. 


EING moved with com- 

paffion for the diftreffed 
condition of the people of 
Bofton and Oxford, occafion- 
ed by the fatal effects of the 
malignant fore-throat diftem- 
per, I take the liberty to offer 
to the confideration of thofe 
gentlemen of the medical pro- 
teflion, who may not be well 
acquainted with the diforder, 
the following method of cure, 


which, by the blefling of God, 
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I have had the moft happy ex. 
perience of, for near twenty 
years paft. I fhall be as con- 
cife as the nature of the cafe 
will admit-—referring the read- 
er for the definition and diag- 
noftic fymptoms, to the feveral 
treatifes written by doctors 
Fothergill, Douglafs, and 
Huxham ; and fhall only de- 
liver briefly my method of 
cure. 

Alexipharmic and fudorific 
medicines have long and de- 
fervediy been in great efteem, 
as the bafis of a radical cure of 
this difeafe : and, by writers 
upon the fubject, have been 
univerfally recommended, pat- 
ticularly by the gentlemen 
above mentioned, whofe la- 
bours deferve the higheft com- 
mendation. But too often 
were thofe means found inade- 
quate to overcome the malig- 
nancy of the diforder, as well 
as many others reprefented as 
real {pecifics: Without doubt 
it has been obferved with 
grief, by others as well as my- 
felf, that notwithftanding the 
feafonable and plentiful ufe 
of thofe reputable fpecifics, 
the diftemper generally proved 
fatal, Wherefore, in a time of 
great mortality, about twenty 
years ag6, in and rear this 
town, I tried the effects of 
mercury, joined with alexi- 
pharmics and aftringents, by 
adding a confiderable dofe of | 
mercurius dulcis to the Edin- 
burgh or Venice treacle, which 
fucceeded even beyond my 

expec 





and 
ly de- 
od of 


lorific 
d de- 
teem, 
ure of 
rriters 
been 
1, pats 
lemen 
fe la- 
-com- 
often 
inade- 
nalig- 
s well 
ted as 
doubr 
with 
s my- 
ig the 
) ufe 
cifics, 
roved 
me of 
venty 
r this 
ts of 
alexi- 
s, by 
ofe of 


Edin- | 


which 
d my 
Epces 


On the Putrid Sore Throat. 


expectations. But thofe trea- 
cles not fully anfwering my 
end, I fubfticuted the follow- 
ing, which I have without 
much variation continued in 
the ufe of to this time: 

Take of feneca rattle~fnake 
root, two ounces; of Virgi- 
ian dnake-root, the roots of 
aromatic calamus and wild va- 
lerian, the tops of rue, and 


' the flowers of Englifh camo- 


mile, each one ounce; of cin- 
namon, myrrh, refin of guai- 
acum, Britifh faffron, balfam 
capivi, prepared crabs’ eyes, 
and Arminian bole, each half 
an ounce ; of ginger and 


opium, each two drachms 5: of 
Madeira wine, enough to dif- 
folve the opium; and of cla- 
rified honey, thrice the weight 
of all the powders. 

Neither time nor room per- 


mit me to make any further re- 
marks on the above treacle, 
than that I have abridged the 

uantity of opium ordered in 
; others, which I found too 
predominant in moft cafes, ef- 
pecially when given to chil- 
dien; and added to the feneca 
rattle-{nake root, perhaps the 
moft powertul satimeeie vege- 
table in the whole materia me- 
dica, manifefted, to mention 
no more, by its almoft imme- 
diate cure of the bite of the 
tattle-{fnake. 

The dofes, which I have ge- 
nerally given and would re- 
commend, are, toa child ofa 
year old, fifteen grains of the 
above treacle, and two or three 
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-grains of the mercurius dul< 


cis; to one of fix or eight 
years, half a drachm or two 
fcruples of the treacle, and 
four or five grains of the mer- 
cury ; to a grown perfon, a 
drachm and a half or two 
drachms of the treacle, and fix 
or eight grains of the mercury, 
repeated every twelve, fixteen, 
or twenty four hours, as the 
urgency of the fymptoms may 
indicate. And in cafe the 
fymptoms are very threaten- 
ing, or the patient fhould have 
been ill feveral days, without 
proper means having been ad- 
miniftered, an imtermediate 
pill of the mercury may be gi- 
ven occafionally, thus conti+ 
nuing until the floughs are en- 
tirely feparated from the ton- 
fils, &c. drinking ftrong fage 
tea, acidulated with vinegar, 
for common drink, obferving 
to keep the patient warm, by 
avoiding the cold air, drink, 
&c. not only until the difor- 
der feems entirely to be fubdu- 
ed, -uta confiderable time af- 
tes, left a fudden and often a 
fatal relapfe fhould fucceed. 
The mercury feldom purges 
after the firft or fecond dofe. 
Ifa bolus fhould be difagree- 
able to the patient, the treacle 
may be diffolved in wine and 
water, or fage tea, and the 

mercury be given in a pill. 
The above medicines will 
generally remove the diforder 
in two or three days, if given 
in the beginning. Often two 
or three dofes prove fufficient: 
but 
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but when the fymptoms are 
obftinate, I recommend tite 
ufe of the bolufes, until the 
venom of the diftemper ap- 
pears to be entirely extin- 
guifhed, I have more than 
once proceeded to the twelfth 
dofe, befides four or five pills 
of the mercury per fe, con- 
taining four of five grains each. 
Toa girl of nine years of age, 
I gave fixty two grains of the 
mercury, in conjunction with 
treacle, in about twelve or 
fourteen days. She happily re- 
covered, although fhe had the 
hoarje cough feveral days du- 
ring her illnefs, 

When exanthematha, or 
eruptions, appear, the dofes 
— be diminithed, repeated 
at leaft twice in twenty-four 
hours. 

Ulcers behind the ears, in 
the groin, or in any other part, 
difcharging a thin corroding 
ichor, I advife by no means 
to be fuppreffed, efpecially by 
red precipitate, or any topical 
application, that has a power 
of conftipating the efflux : for 
it is almoft certain that a retro- 
ceffion of the virus will fpee- 
dily have fatal effects. But ca- 
taplafms of onions boiled in 
milk, thickened with the 
crumb of white bread, adding 
a few grains of Britith faffron, 
may be applied with benefit, 
and renewed three or four 
times a day, until the acri- 
mony of the juices is correct- 
ed by internal medicines : and 


> 


On the Putrid Sore Throat 


the ulcer will in time cicatrize 
fpontaneoufly. 

When the folids are uncom. 
monly relaxed, and a feeming 
diffolution of the fluids, ar- 
tended with thin watry fweats 
or hemorrhages, I recommend 
the plentiful ufe of the Peru- 
vian bark, with the fpitit or 
elixir of vitriol. The bark will 
alfo prove very beneficial, 
where the fever intermits : but 
when the fever is continual, 
runs high, and the pulfe full, 
efpecially if attended with a 
difficult or laborious refpira- 
tion, I never found anv ad- 
vantage gained by the bark. 

Lam not unacquainted with 
the furmifes of fome, that fince 
the known gertus of the dif- 
order, dettroys the crafis, or 
texture of the blood, fo as 
often to produce fatal hemor- 
rhages, fuch quantities of an 
ative mercurial preparation, 
as I here recommend, would 
increafe the danger. But long 
experience has taught me the 
contrary. For the fooner the 
diffolving acrimony in the 
blood is mitigated, the lefs 
may the danger of hemorrha- 
ges be apprehended. 

Notwithftanding the inere- 
dible quantity of mercury a 
perfon may take in this difor- 
der, when obftinate, without 
any apparent indications of a 
ptyelifmus, more than what is 
commonly a concomitant in- 
dication of the diforder itfelf; 
yet when the cafe has been ra- 
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ther favourable, the effects of | Whenthe fever runs high, I 


the mercury will fometimes ap- 
pear, by caufing the gums, ef- 
pecially of the mo/ares, to tu- 
mity, attended with a white or 
yellowith flough on the infide 
of the cheeks; the * cheeks and 
fauces being alfo cumified ex- 
ternally. 

However, thefe effects always 

rognofticate a favourable if- 

ue; therefore I never fupprefs 
the activity of the mercury fud- 
denly, but check it by the 
moft gentle means, fuch as the 
flour of fulphur in {mall dofes 
with manna, but recommend 
no other purgatives. 


* [have been the more par- 
ticular here, left thofe who 
ais not much converfant with 
the diforder, might miftake 
the effects of the medicine for 
the difeafe. 


generally give lefs of the trea- 
cle, or neglect it wholly, and 
give a pill of mercury every 
evening and morning till the 
fever has moderated, then the 
treacle tay be given as above 
directed. t have frequently 
known two or three pills in the 
beginning, with the affiftance 
of no otaer medicine but fage 
tea, or the infufion of the con- 
trayerva, to give entire :elief. 
{ have now finithed what I 
conceived neceflary to write 
upon this fubject ; if any gen- 
tleman of the medica! protefli- 
on defires any further explica- 
tions relative thereto, I fhall 
always be ready to give him all 
the fatisfaction in my power. 


JACOB OGDEN. 


Jamaica, Long-Ifand, 
Ott. 28, 1765. 


a 
SATIRE AND HUMOUR. 


*.* A long and malignant 
conteft, in the Philadelphia 
papers, of too perfonal a na- 
ture to be generally inte- 
refting, and carried to a moft 
unreafonable length, occa- 
fioned the following publi- 
cation, which was fuccefs- 
ful in putting an immediate 
end to the altercation. 


On theEftablifhment of a high 
Court of Honour. 


By the Hon. F. H. Efquire. 
AVING obferved with 


real concern, that our 


5 


newfpapers have, for a long 
time paft, been filled with pri- 
vate conteit and calumny, to 
the great abufe of the liberty 
of the prefs, and difhonour of 
the city-+-I, who have ever 
been ambitious of devifing 
fomething for the blic 
good, never before deviled of 
thought of by any fchemer 
whatever, fet my wits to work, 
to remedy this growing evil, 
and to reftore our gazetres, ad- 
vertifers, journals, and pack- 
ets, to their original defign, 
viz. to make them the vehicles 
G of 
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of intelligence, not the com- 
mon fewers of fcandal. 

To convince you that 1am 
not altogether unqualified for 
this purpofe, you muft know 
that [ have had a tolerable 
education in the charity-fchool 
of our univerfitv. My parents 
being poor, bound me to a 
fcrivener. My matter foon dil- 
covered in me an aptitude for 
bufinefs : and, as I wrote a 
good hand, took me from the 
menial labours of the kitchen, 
toaflift him in his office, where 
I engroffed deeds, leafes, wills, 
&c. and in a fhort time was 
able to do the chief part of his 
bufinefs for him. When I was 
free from the fcrivener, I fet 


up. for myfelf, and became. 


fucceffive 


clerk to feveral 


mayors, aldermen, and juftices 
of the peace: and to my ho- 


nour be it fpoken, my em- 
ployers frequently applied to 
my judgment in different ca- 
fes : and I venture: to fay, 
but with all due deference, 
that my advice contributed 
not a little to fupport their 
worthips’ official reputation. 

But to proceed to my pro- 
ject, which, after much la- 
bour and ftudy, I have com- 
pleted, and now offer to the 
public, without any profpect 
of reward, further than the re+ 
putation of being the author 
of fo ingenious and falutary a 
fcheme. 

Let there bea new court of 
juftice eftablifhed, under the 
name and ftile of the “ high 
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court of honour,” to confift of 
twelve impartial and judicious 
men, annually elected by the 
freemen of the ftate : in which 
election all perfons of what 
degree or quality foever (flaves 
excepted) fhall be entitled to 
a vote ; ftrangers alfo excepted, 
who have not refided one year 
in the city or county where 
they would vote. The court, 
when met, to choofe one of 
their body for prefident, and 
to appoint fome fuitable per- 
fon to ferve them as clerk. 
This court fhall have jurifdic- 
tion in all matters of contro- 
verfy between man and man, 
of what kind foever they be, 
provided no property real or 
perfonal, comes in queftion fo 
as to be affected by the judg- 
ment. It fhall determine on 
differences in opinion, points 
of honour, of ceremony, rank, 
and precedence ; in all cafes 
of affronts, flights, abufe, 
fcandal, flander, and calum- 
ny ; and in all matters of con- 
teft--except as before except- 
ed. Nine judges fhall make a 
quorum : and a majority of 
voices fhall determine their 
judgment. From their decifion 
there fhall be no appeal. The 
clerk thal] keep a large bound 
beok, to be called the rafcal’s 
record, in which fhall be fair- 
ly entered, in alphabetical ory 
der, the names, occupations, 
and. places of refidence, of 
thofe on whom the judgment 
of the court fhall fall; which 
beck fhail at all times be open 

t® 
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to infpection, on paying to 
the clerk fix-pence for the 
fearch, and one fhilling fora 
certified extract. And if, after 
the eftablifhment of this court, 
any perfon or perfons fhall 
prefume to decide any point 
of honour, conteft, or fquab- 
ble, by duel, or by appeal to 
the public, in any newfpaper, 
hand-bill, or pamphlet, fuch 
' offence fhall be deemed a con- 
tempt of the high court of ho- 
nour: and the party or par- 
ties fo offending, fhal! be ren- 
dered infamous, by having 
their names inferted in the 
rafcal’s record. 

And the form or procefs of 
the court fhall be as follows: 
If any man hath caufe of of- 
fence againft another, he fhall 
apply to the clerk of the court 
for a declaration. Thefe de- 
clarations fhall be fairly 
— on good paper, with 

uitable blanks for the names 
of the parties, dates, &c.: and 
the party applying fhall pay 
eighteen pence for the blank, 
and fix-pence for filling it up, 
attefting it, and entering the 
action on his docket: and the 
party fhall fign the faid decla- 
ration with his own hand: af- 
ter which the clerk fhall num- 
ber and file the declaration. 
On notice from the clerk, that 
fuch a declaration has been 
filed, the judges fhall meet, 
and agree upon a time and 
place for the hearing, to which 
the accufers and the accufed 
fhall be fummoned to attend, 
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with their refpective witnelles. 
No council fhall be admitted 
in this court, but the parties 
fhall perfonally plead their 
own caufes. After the hearing, 
the court fhall give their final 
fentence. If judgment goes 
againft the accufee, his name, 
&c. fhall be entered on the 
rafcal’s record, with a num- 
ber, in a column for the pur- 
pofe, referring to the number 
of the declaration filed. But 
if the accufer fhall fail to make 
good his charge, or charges, 
againft the accufee, then his 
name fhall be entered, as afore- 
faid, in the rafcal’s reeord, in 
place of that of the accufee. 
And thus fhal! a!] controver- 
fies be determined, where pro- 
perty is not concerned. 
And the form of the decla- 
ration fhal] bz as follows, viz. 
Krow all men by thefe pre- 
fents, that I, A.B. of the city 
of Philadelphia, , do 
announce, pronounce, arteft, 
een and declare, that my 
riend and fellow-citizen, C. 
D. is a rogue, a rafcal, a vil- 
lain, a thief, and a fcoundrel ; 
that he isa murderer, a robber, 
a plunderer, a highwayman, 
a footpad, and a cheat; that 
he has committed facrilege, 
blafphemy, fornication, adu!- 
tery, rape, fodomy, and bef- 
tiality ; that he is a tory, a 
traitor, a confpirator, and 4 
rebel; that he is a foreftaller, 
a regrator, a monopolizer, a 
fpeculator, and.a depreciator ; 
that he is a backbiter, a flan- 
@erer, 
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derer, a calummiator, and a 
liar; that he is a mean, dirty, 
ftinking, eaypens 5 — 
ing, pimping, pocker-picking, 
aan fon of oiiods And I 
do further declare, that alland 
every of the above appella- 
tiens are intended, and ought 
to be underftood in the moft 
opprobrious fenfe of the words, 

In witnefs whereof, I have 
hereunto fet my hand at Phi- 
ladeglphia, this day of 

in the year 

Now the condition of the 
above declaration is fuch, that 
if the aforefaid, A. B. the ac- 
ewer, fhall and do well and 
truly fupport, maintain, and 
fully prove, before the high 
court of honour, any one or 
more of the aforefaid charges 
againft his friend and fellow- 
citizen, the faid C. D. accufee 
as aforefaid, then the faid 
A. B, to be faved harmlefs, 
and remain juftified in his pro- 
cedure, But and if the faid 
A. B, thall fail to make proof, 
as aforefaid, then he, the faid 
A. B. doth fubmit, admit, and 
permit, that his name, that is 
to fay, the name of him, the 
faid A. B. accufer as.aforefaid, 
fhal! be entered jn the beok 
of reeord of the faid honour- 
able court, called the rafeal’s 
record, there to be and remain 
from generation to generation, 
world without end. Amen. 

Signed, and attefted the day 
end year aforefaid,” 


Such, mr. Printer, are the 
outlines of my fcheme, which, 
I acknowledge, may admit of 
confiderable improvement. It 
would iil become me to expa- 
tiate on the many and great 
advantages that muft accrue 
to my country from fuch 
an eftablifhment. “How much 
bloodfhed, how much_ink- 
fhed, would be fpared! How 
many difficult points of ho- 
nour and ceremony would be 
judicially determined! How 
manyprivate animofities would 
be checked in the firft ftage, 
and brought to an iffue, be- 
fore the blood became heated 
by argument and altercation ! 
Thefe points of panegyric I 
leave to the judicious pens 


‘that will doubrlefs be em- 


ployed in differtations on the 
rights, limits, and advantages 
of the high court of honour. 

I cannot, however, forbear 
pointing out one benefit that 
will arife from my f{cheme: 
which is, that when. a perfon 
finds himfelf fo: difpofed, he 
may abufe and vilify his friend 
and neighbour at a very rea- 
fonable opined, viz. the fmall 
fum of two fhillings: whereas 
it now cofts the Lord knows 
what, to get a column or two 
of feandal in a newfpaper. 
But modefty forbids my fay- 
ing any thing more on this 
fubject. , 

CALAMUS. 


December 31720. 
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* * A more recent paper-wat 
than that alluded to in the 
introduction to the prece- 
ding letter, gave eccafion 
to the writer once more to 
aim the fhafts of ridicule at 
the practice of filling up the 
columns of public papers 
with private abufe. He was 
equatly fuccefsful in this as 
in the former cafe. 

‘Some ambiguity may be pre- 
vented by» informing the 
reader, that the principals 
in the recent conteft, were 
mr. H. M. a merchant, and 
W.L. efq. a gentleman of 
the law. Several auxiliaries 
came forward in the courfe 
of the warfare. 


Plan for the Improvement of 
the Art of Paper War. 


Mentioned ina former ef- 

fay, that my greareft ambiti- 
on is to become famous by the 
invention of fome ingenious or 
ufeful project, which fhall be 
generally approvedand adopt- 
ed. At the fame time, I com- 
municated to the public a de- 
vice, which, from its novelty 
and convenience, I thought 
could not fail of fuccefs. In 
vain, however, have I looked 
for that applaufe which I ftill 
think juftly due to the fruit of 
genius, ripened by the labours 
of the underftanding. ‘Fhe 
author and his contrivance 
are no more thought of. 

[ have, at different periods, 
publith’d marly other devices of 
rare invention, which have all 


found the fame fate. Whether 
the fault lies with me, or the 
public, I will not prefume to 
fay. But as my love of fame is 
invincible, I fhall goon pro- 
jecting and contriving, in 
hopes fome lucky hit may an= 
fwer my purpofe, and fulfl my 
defire. However, as k am now 
growing old in the bufinefs, 
experience and difappoint- 
ments have taught me to be lefs 
fanguine in my expectations ; 
and, like other authors, to de- 
pend more on a fortuitous 
poffeffion of the public ca- 
price, than on the intrinfic 
merits of my own perfor- 
mances. ; 

My prefent defign, which 
I offer with great modefty, re- 
fpets an improvement in the 
art of printing, fo as to make 
it expreffive not only of an 
author’s narrative, opinions, 
or arguments, but alfo of the 
peculiarities of his temper, 
and the vivacity of his feel- 
ings. 

As I have a great deal of li- 
terary honefty, I am ready to 
acknowledge, that I took the 
hint from an ingenious work 
ef a mr. Steel, of London, 
who contrived and has pub- 
lifthed a fcheme for noting 
down im certain mufical cha- 
racters, the rifings, fallings, 
and various inflections of the 
human voice, in common con- 
verfation, or in public fpeak- 
ing: fo that not only the mat- 
ter of an oration, but even the 
Mianner of the arater, mav 
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be fecured, and tranfimitted to 
pofterity. 

M77 contrivance has this ad- 
vantage over his, that no new 
characters are neceflary : thofe 
commonly ufed in printing are 
fufficient for my purpofe. Be- 
fides, his project is only cal- 
culated to afcertain the for- 
tes, pianos, and various flides 
of the voice in fpeaking: 
whereas mine is intended to 
defignate the fortes and pia- 
nos of the temper in writing. 

My fyftem is founded in a 
practice which nature herfelf 
dictates, and which every one 
muft have obferved. I mean 
that of elevating the voice, in 


proportion to the agitation of 
the mind, or earneftnefs of the 
fpeaker : thus a reprimand is 
given in a higher tone than 
admonition : anda perfon in 
a fright or paffion, exerts his 
lungs according to the quan- 
tum of terror or rage with 
which he is affected. Now, | 
would have the degree of voci- 
feration, fuch as pianiffimo, 
piano, forte, fortiffimo, with 
all the intermediate grada- 
tions, defignated by the fize 
of the letters which compofe 
the emphatic words j and for 
this, the various fpecies of 
types, from 


Pearl 


up to 


Five 
line 
Pica | 


will afford an ample {cale. 


The 
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The ingenious authors of advertifements have, I confefs, 
* . 7 
in fome degree anticipated my device. We often {ce 


Stop Thief! Stop Thief ! 


bawled out in 


Double Pica Italics. 


The name of a fhip to be fold, or fome choice article to be dif- 
pofed of, in 


Great Primer Roman. 


And as a further enforcement of attention, I have feen the 
fioure of a hand, with a crier’s bell, in the act of ringing, ad- 
vertifing an auction of houfehold furniture: every one ftriv- 
ing to be heard in preference, by a fuperior magnitude of 
types. At prefent there are none roar in louder or blacker 
charafters, than the printers themfelves, for 


RAGS. 


There is no looking at the firft page of the Daily Advertifer, 
without imagining a number of people hallowing and bawling 
to you to buy their goods or lands, to charter their fhips, or to 
let you know that a fervant or horfe hath ftrayed away. For 
my part, I am fo poffeffed with this idea, that as foon as I take 
up the paper of the day, I turn over to articles of intelligence, 
as quick as poffible, left my eyes fhould be ftunned with the 
ocular uproar of the firft page: for I am a peaceable man, and 
hate nothing more than the confufed noife of a mob. 

My project, then, confifts in this, that the printer, in 
compofing any work, fhould adapt the fize of his types to 
the {pirit of the author, fo that'a reader may become in a de= 
gree perfonally acquainted with a writer whilft he is peru- 
fing his work. Thus, an author of coo! and equable Grits 
mighttake 

Brevier Romar, 


for hismedium, and would probably never rife higher chan 
Great Primer ; 


whilft 
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whilft a paffionate man, engaged in a-warm controverfy, 
would thunder vengeance in : 


French Canon 


It follows of courfe, that writers of great irafcibility fhould 
be charged higher for a work of the fame length, than meek 
authors; on account of the extraordinary {pace their perfor- 
mances muft neceffarily occupy; for thefe gigantic, wrath- 
ful types, like ranters on the ftage, muft have fufficient 
elbow-room. 

For example: Suppofe a newfpaper quarrel to happen be- 
tween * Mand L. M begins the attack pretty fmartly in 


Long Primer. 
L replies in 
Pica Roman. 


M advances to 
Great Primer. 


L retorts in 


Double Pica. 


And fo the conteft fwells to 


Raical, 
Villain 


* Left fome ill-difpofed perfon fhould mifapply thefe ini- 
tials, I think proper to declare, that M fignifies Merchant, 
and L Lawyer. 
Cowart 
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Cow- 
ard, 


in five tine Pica ; which, indeed, is as far as the art of print~ 
ing, or a modern quarrel can well go. , 

A philofophical reafon might be given to prove that large 
types will more forcibly affect the opti¢ nerve than thofe of a 
{maller fize, and are therefore naturally expreffive of energy 
and vigour. But I leave this difcuffion for the amufement of 
the gentlemen lately elected into our polofophics! fociety. 
It is fufficient for me, if my fyftem fhould be found to be juf- 
tified by experience and fact, to which I appeal. 

I recollect a cafe in point. Some few years before the war, 
the people of a weftern county, known by the name of Paxton 
Boys, affembled, on account of fome difcontent, in great 
numbers, and came down with hoftile intentions ym the 
peace of government, and with a particular view to fome lead- 
ing men inthe city. Sir John St. Clair, who affumed military 
command for defence of the city, met one of the cinoxious 
perfons in the ftreet, and gold him that he had feen she ma- 
nifefto of the infurgents, and that his name was particularifed 
in letters as long as his fingers. The gentleman immediately 
packed up his moft valuable effects, and fent them with his 
family into Jerfey for fecurity. Had fir John only faid that he 
had feen his name in the manifefto, itis probabie that he wou!d 
not have been fo ferioufly alarmed: but the unufual fize of 
the letters was to him a plain indication, that the infurgeni: 
were determined to carry their revenge to a proportionable 
extremity. 

I could confirm my fyftem by innumerable inflances in 
fact and practice. The title-page of every book is a proof in 
point. It announces the fubject treaed of, in confpicuor 
characters ; as if the author ftood at the door of his edilice 
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= to every one to enter in, and partake of the entertain- 
ment he has prepared : and fome even fcream out their invi- 
tation in red letters. The journeymen printers havealfo a cuf- 
ton founded on the fame principles. They diftinguith every 
fheet in printing by a letter of the alphabet, which may be 
feen at the bottom of the firft page of the fheet. When they 
have proceeded in this alphabetical numeration as far as the 
letter O, they are fure to fond the author a proof-fheet with an 


as big as a dollar, to poy that the fatigue and labour they 
have gone through, are fo great as tomake them ery aloud for 
fome gratuitous reirefhment. 


It was referved for me to improve thefe hints intoa —— 


of general utility. It is, indeed, high time that fuch a fyftem 
fhou!d be formed: for what, alas! area few CAPITALS and 
ftalics in the hands of a vigorous author ? and yet thefe are 
the only typographical emphatics hitherto in ufe. In perfonal 
altercation, nature has furnifhed ample means of expreffion. 
The mufcles oi the face, the motion of the eyes, the action 
of the body, the limbs, and eyen the hands and fingers, all 
unite in making manifeft the feelings of the foul. Let art do 
the beft fhe can, in cafes where thefe natural figns of fenti- 
ment cannot be exhibited. 

It is truly lamentable, and has given me much concern, to 
obferve with what languor a late religious difpute, andalfoa 
law controverfy have been conducted; not for want of a pro- 
per fpirit in the combatants, but merely for want of a fuffi- 
cient vehicle for refentment and rage. 

For thefe reafons, I have no doubt but that my fcheme of 
improvement in the art of printing will prove very acceptable’ 
to g-ntlemen difputants, and no lefs fo to the gentlemen 
printers : as the one wiil find a new and comprehenfive field 
epened for the exhibition of their refined fentiments, exquifite 

fenfibilities, 
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fenfibilities, and energy of thought : and the other derive no 
fmall emolument from the advanced prices which they may 
reafonably charge for printing the controverfial effays, and via 
gorous effufions of men of fpirit and polite education. 

Iam, I confefs, fo highly pleafed with my proje¥, that E 
heartily with fome quarrel may foon take place, and {well 
even as high as 


Five— 
line — 
Pica 


shat the utility of my difeovery may be fully manifefted. Ju 
as mr. --—-- of the Humane Society, anxioufly waited, and, 
as I believe, fecretly wifhed, that an accident might happen, 
to evince the efficacy of a grappel he had contrived, for 


difcovering and drawing up drowned bodies. 
Left, however, fuch a quarrel fhould not {peedily occur, 
I do hereby give notice, 

(in Great Primer, No. 1.) that having nothing elfe to do, and 
having no wife or child to lament the confequences of my 
folly, I propofe to take up any gentleman’s difcontent, ani- 
mofity, or affront, and to carry the fame, in a public conteft 
with his adverfary, as far as 


Double Pica, 
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ot even 


but not farther, without the fpecial leave of the original 


TO- 
prietor of the quarrel. Provided, however, that the difpute 
originated in 
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er Bourgeois Reman : 
for if it originated only in 


PEARSE 
Non Pareil 


or 
Minion 


I fhall hardly think it worth my notice. To thew that I am in 
earneft in this offer, I fhall leave my addrefs with the printer 
of this effay, that any gentleman quarreller may readily finda 

which he does not.choofe to chame 


champion for the caufe 
pionize himfelf. 

I anxioufly wait the iffue of this my propofed fcheme, not 
without fome fecret hopes, that it may prove a lucky hit, and 


rocure me that public renown and popular favour, which f 
ave fo long in vain labopred to acquire. 


Philadelphia, July 31, 1786. 


On Trifles. 
_ tempers of fome men 


are fo ungovernable, that 

the very fhadow of oppofition 
to any of their humours proves 
‘as fatal as the reality. Some 
men are of fo felfifh a difpofi- 
tion, that they murmur and 
fret if they are but looked at. 
Draco is a man of fenfe, as 
times go; thatis, he has amaf- 
fed a fortune, pays his debts, 
entertains his friends elegant- 
ly, keeps the beft company, 
and does not rail at religion. 
But nothing can exceed the 
violence of his paffion, if the 
unch water has not boiled; if 
bis barber be notas true to his 


PROJECTOR. 


hour as the dial is to the fun; 
or if his filk breeches are not 
folded up in a particular man- 
ner before they are depofited 
in the wardrobe. He once 
knocked his fon down becaufe 
he cut the loaf awry, and his 
daughter having cut the cheefe 
obliquely, had reafon to repent 
of her imprudence for a fort- 
aes thereafter. The abfence 
of a pair of boots, or of a great 
coat from their ufual places, is 
a crime he never forgives, Per- 
nape a difcovery even of his 
wife’s infidelity, could not 
have irritated him more than 
he appeared to be one night, 
when the fnuffed out the candle 
by accident. How far fuch cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances ought to affect the 
paffions, may be confidered af- 
terwards; mean time, by way 
of data from which we ma 
reafon, I hall give the follow- 
ing lift of a few cafes whichare 
recent in my memory, and 
which every day’s experience 
enables me to increafe. 
reader may laugh if he pleafes, 
for perhaps the following are 
the only ferious things at 
which he may innocently 
laugh. 

Henry Humph, grocer, dif- 
covered one everiing, that the 

lumb pudding (of which he 
Pad eat very heartily at din- 
ner) was deficient in the arti- 
cle of fuet. This may be 


thought an improper fubject 
he noble paffion of rage: 


for t 
but men of little or no under- 
ftanding, who are not ac- 
quainted with the fublime of 
caufes, are very apt to wafte 
their paffions and affections on 
improper objects, 
plumb-pudding, or a lady of 
pleafure, while a man of tafte 
and judgment would think 
both beneath his attention. In 
the prefent cafe, however, the 
noble paflion which animates 
heroes in the field of glory, 
was employed for ten minutes 
in a fruitlefs conteft, relative 
to the want of fuet in a pud- 
ding, an accident which the 
learned and ingenious dr. Ar- 
buthnot has not mentioned, 
in his differtation on dum- 


pling, as at all likely to hap- 
pen. 


fuch as h 
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Sarah Nicely, wife to the 
faid Henry Humph, come 
plained that his ftock-buckle 


y wasawry. This would not, in 


the opinion of moft men, be 
a matter of the firft imper- 
tance: yet he denied, adding 
that it was ftrait in the middle : 


My nor was this of much impor- 


tance ; and yet fhe replied 
with a degree of warmth, not 
uncommon in the advanced 
ftate of matrimony, and there 
enfued a fullen filence for the 
fpace of half an hour. Ii this 
be not thought carrying mat- 
ters too far, I give up all 
knowledge of right and wrong. 
Geoffroy Ennui, retired trom 
bufinefs, and of courfe greatly 
fatigued with that hardeft of all 
labours, idlenefs, engaged in a 
= obftinate quarrel with his 
wife, becaufe he found a hair 
in the bottom cruft of a Chrift- 
mas pye. In the days of philo~ 
fophy, or famine, this would 
ave been overlooked: but 
times are altered. The miftakes 
of cookery often now take 
place of the doctrines of chrif- 
tianity. Geofiroy’s wife com- 
plained that he was always 
finding fault, and faid in al- 
moft direct terms, that he 
might fend his dogs after the 
hare, which wasa filly pun. 
The husband, who ought ra- 
ther to have borne with his 
wife’s infirmities, wifhed her 
and her bottom cruft at the de- 
vil. Short and pert anfwers 

continued for two hours, 
Hezekiah Homefpun, confi- 
nee 
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ned to bed with the rheuma- 
tifm, wifhed to get the key of 
mrs. Homefpun’s pantry into 
his own hands, for fear of 
thieves. She refufed it,’ al- 
leging, that fhe could watch 
the fervants. He was doubrful 
whether fhe did not need 
watching herfelf ; a freth dif- 
om every three hours; the 
sey of the pantry ftuck in his 
throat. The time has been, 
reader, when the key of a pan- 
try would not have bred family 
diffenfions. But plodding cits, 
now-a-days, watch over every 
thing, except their confcicn- 
Ces. 

ack Peevifh, aman of no 
profeffion, as he hada fortune, 
married for love, as he thought, 
and as his wife thought; yet it 
came to pafs, that in the third 
month of their marriage, he 
wanted a muffin for break- 
faft ; che muffin apdeared ; but, 
as ill luck would have it, was 
toafted only on one fide. He 
told hisfpoufe, that fhe did no- 
thing to pleafe him-—a ftrange 
inference from the doughy fide 
of a piece of bread! She an- 
{wered not---He proceeded--- 
She propofed a toaft ; a toaft 
came-—He fwore it was hard 
and dry, and without butter, 
and with butter, and had an 
hundred faults befide. She 
thought herfelf ill treated, and 
threatened fhe never would 
butter a toaft for him while fhe 
lived---What was the confe- 
quence ? Separate beds for two 


nights. What a deplorable cir- 


cumftence, that 2 mai whe 
marries for love, fhould have 
fo littlé command of temper ag 
to be irritated by a muffin, and 
made mifcrable by a toaft ! 

Toby Dolittle, 2 man ofa 
confiderable fortune, but of 
greater appetite, happened one 
day to dine on veal, and com- 
plained that it was tough. His 
wife, rather haftily perhaps, 
faid he was miftaken. He re- 
plied in a heat, for he would 
forego his belief in the thirty 
hine arti¢les, and the apoftles’ 
creed into the bargain, rathet 
than be thought ignorant of 4 
good joint. She made anfwer 
he did not know tough from 
tender. This was enough. He 
never gave up points of fuck 
importance, and did not dine 
or fleep at home for a week 
thereafter. 

Mr. Su'ky found the leaf of 
one of his books doubled 
down---it was done by his 
wife. Nota word paffed at din- 
ner. She knew not the caufe 
of his anger, but it was an.in- 
variable maxim with him, that 
the wife who did any thing 
befides brufhing his clothes, 
fuperintending the kitchen, 
and bearing children, aéteda 
verv unbecoming part. 

The rev. mr. Guttle, when 
about to empty a bottle, could 
not find the corkfcrew the 
fervant had mifplaced ; mr. 
Guttle would rather he had 
mifplaced the whole body of 
divinity---High words on ne- 
gligence, as it was the duty of 

a wife 











a wife to feold the fervants. 
The affair might have ended 
amicably, but .or want of wine 
bifcuits---T he worthy ecclefi- 
aftic loft the paticnce ot Job 
and the meeknefs of Mofes ; 
but betore morning thefe vir- 
tues returned with the ferew 
that was miffing. How fhame- 
ful was fuch conduct in a cler- 
gyman} Without meeknefs a 
man cannot be a chriftian--- 
What a pity he fhould be a 
clergyman ! 

Mis. Punctual once forgot 
to fecure her winduw fhutrers 
when it began to grow dark. 
The husband foamed with 
rage, for he feared nothing mor- 
tal or insmortal, except thieves. 
The wife replied mildly, but 
her mildnefs was unavailing. 
He declared, with a very vul- 
gar oath, which fhewed what 
company he had kept, that her 
window fhutters ought never 
to be open a moment after the 
candle was brought in. O read- 
er, what weak mortals are we! 
How are we toffed to and fro 
by every trifle, and how much 
eafier it is for a man to govern 
an ifland of flaves fora year 
than his own temper for one 
minute ! 

Mrs, Barren, a young mar- 
ried lady, who had ten thou- 
fand pounds, the hyfterics, and 
a fondnefs for dogs and cats, 
found that her favourite /ap- 
dog had not got his breakfaft. 
The husband thought it not 
worth minding; fhe anfwered 
‘that her husband would 
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break her heart, fo he would, 
by his barbarous ufage of poor’ 
Pompey.” He uttered fome- 
thing, of which the words 
break and-neck only were au- 


dible: but whofe neck he 
meant, I could not learn ; this. 
was followed by pouting and 
altercation until dinner. 

Mr. Tiffany had long cogi- 
tated concerning the choiee of 
a pair of buckles for his fpoufe. 
He.at length determined that 
they fhould be of gold- 
coloured metal : but the wife, 
after a variety of topics, by 
way of argument, infifted, as 
the natural confequence of 
what fhe had faid, that the 
buckles fhduld be filver. Now 
as fhe had, in fome meafure, a 
fort of cafting votre in all ma- 
trimonial difputes, the huf- 
band was obliged to yield: 
but the argument was renewed 
every time he looked towards 
his wife’s feet. About the 
fame important affair, there 
were at laft fo many difputes, 
that difputing became a habit, 
and matrimonial comfort a 
ftranger. One day a knuckle 
of veal was done to rags, and 
at night the tobzcco was too 
dry. Thefe points were moft 
obfinately contended, and 
followed by that kind of con- 
viction, to which Butler al- 
luded, when he wrote the oft- 
quoted couplet---- 

He that’s convine’d againft 
his will, 
Is of the fame opinion feill. 
Peter 
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Petet Bumper, a man whofe 
happinefs centered in drink, 
and who preferred hot punch 
toall earthly enjoyments, rofe 
at midnight to cool his thirft 
at the water-bottle. To his 
aftonifhment and difanpoint- 
ment it was empty—-Here en- 
fueda volley of aaths and exe- 
crations! The poor wife was 
obliged to bear all-—-By the 
bye, reader, I have often ob- 
ferved, and I cannot account 
for it, that a drunken husband 
(although the greateft beaft in 
nature) has generally more 
command over his wife, than a 
fober husband of equal merit 


in other refpects~---But this is 
adigreflion. Mr, Bumper con- 
tinued filent after his fit of cur- 
fing was over, until breakiaft, 
when he renewed his expoftu- 


lations, and gave it as his firm 
opinion, that no woman who 
had a regard for her husband, 
would ever leave a water bottle 
empty. I have fcarcely pati- 
ence to proceed in this enume- 
ration of family quarrels, but 
however ridiculous they are, I 
fhall add another, that my 
meaning may be fully under- 
ftood, when I fay, that there 
are certain trifles which are at 
all times to be overlooked, and 
that when we do not overlook 
them, we become habitually 
peevith, felfith, and irrational. 

Mr. Staytape arid his wife 
were engaged to dine abroad. 
The neareft way was a quetti- 
on to be agitated previous to 
fetting out. The wife would 


go one way; -—-the husband 
another. She faid he mighe 
have his own way; he faid the 
woman had more of her own 
way than he. “* But I tell you, 
that is the neareft.” ** T fay it 
is not; adz figs don’t I know 
more of the way than you ; ---- 
“** T with all obftinate husbands 
were in Jericho.”----“* And it 
would be better if all obftinate 
wives were at Greenland.” 
Here the matter feemed to 
end ; they hired feparate 
chairs; but renewed the ar- 
gument as foon as the com- 
pany had fat down to dinner, 
At night they returned home 
in one chair’; the wife kept 
muttering concerning the 
ftreets; the husband hummed 


‘three-fourths of a Tailor’s fong. 


Profound filence all next day-- 
until dinner, when a leg of 
pork and peafe pudding threw 


the whole family into an up- 


roar. The leg and pudding war 
lafted for three devi to the 
great advantage of the younger 
part of the family, who would 
doubtlefs profit much by an 
example of conjugal felicity 
fo amiable, fo engaging, and 
fo praife-worthy. 

Deftructive as fuch trifles 
are to the peace of families, 
they are not to be imputed to 
the worft of caufes, a bad 
heart, but rather to a2 weak 
head. Men of weak under 
ftanding, who have laid down 
a mechanica! plan of regular 
life, in which every a¢tion has 
its particular hour and minute, 
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beyorid which it cannot beper- 


formed, are very apt to defpife 


thofe who would break in up- 
on their rules; They chink that 
acrime which other men would 
let pafs unobferved. A dry 
toaft is with them a dreadful 
accident: and the fall of a milk 
pot is a tevolution for eter to 
be reméribered. Men, tike- 
wife, who have this peevith- 
refs and ifritability of temper, 
are pricipally thofe who have 
found the fmooth and eafy 
current of life, who have met 
with no difficulties, or diftref= 
fes, who are little acquaintéd 
with a ftate of entire depen- 
dence on one’s own behaviour, 
and who have in general tived 
in cafe arid dullnefs. We raré- 
ly find fimilar tempers in meh 
who have experienced the vi- 
ciffitudes of life; who have 
been left friendlefs in the 
world, and who have been o- 
bliged to fubdue the petulance 
of their tempers, and corre¢ct 
all felfith and unfocial pronen- 
fities. Nor do we find fuch in 
men of real politenefs, for po- 
litenefs is the art of making all 
around us eafyand happy ; and 
aman, in any of the fituations 
above mentioned, cannot do 
fo more effectually, than by 
feeming to be eafy and happy 
himfelf. 

The rea! miferies of life are 
fo many, the difficulties we 
meet with in the walks of buly 
life, in our family connections, 
in the untoward difpofitions of 
children, the profligacy of 


5 


On Trifles. 449 


beloved relations and friends, 
the inftances of ingratitude 

of hardnefs of héart, of injuf- 
tice, unrewarded merit, not to 
fpeak of the intereft which it 
is not unnatural! (although un- 
contmon) to take in the affairs 
of the tlation=all thefe happen 
to every one in fo great propor- 
tions, that he is entirely with- 
out excufe who paffes over 
fuch important events with in- 
difference; and employs his 
pafions and affections if tri- 
Hes, And if aman efCape the 
greater calamities of life, he is 
ungrateful to the author of his 
bleffings, and to the world, if 
he is infenfible to the happi- 
nefs of his fifuation, and mind- 
ful only of abfurd gratificati- 
onsand indulgences, the leaft 
of which thoufands of more 
worthy men are obliged to go 
without—-Let a pampered om 
cure who enjoys a well-fur- 
nifhed table, an agreeable wife 
and friends, and every luxury 
which he ean think of, and vee 
flies into unmannerly paffions 
at fuch trifies as we have been 
fpeaking of ; Ict him, I fay, vi- 
fit the humble cottage of one 
of his tenants, and compare 
the two families. He will then 
fee, that he is unhappy by ha- 
ving too much, and that thev 
are happy with the bare nece‘- 
faries of life. Never do we ftand 
more in need of judgment and 
prudence, than when our for- 
tunes enable us to enjoy more 
than is neceflary; from that 
time commence al! our mife- 
] ries, 
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ries, and every deviation from 
the laws of integrity. ‘ee 

It may be faid, that men of 
Jenfe are above fuch trifles. 
Whether this be fo or not, I 
cannot determine, becaufe I 
never yet could meet with a 
definition of that equivocal 
character, a man of fenfe. We 
hear of men of great fenfe, 
men of good fenfe, men of 
common fenfe, and men who 
have every fenfe but common 
fenfe. To be fretful about tri- 
fles, however, appears to me to 
be a proof, ‘that men have no 
title to be ranked as men of 
any fenfe, as it fhews that they 
are deftitute of reflection ; and 
ifa man can be a man of fenfe 
without reflection, he may at 
the fame time be a man of vir- 
tue without integrity, and fo 
his character may be a combi- 
nation of different and difa- 

reeing principles. 

Tome it fodain clear, thata 
man of fenfe is one who has 
fo ftrong ideas of right and 
wrong, and propriety in act- 
ing, that he rarely errs againft 
reafon--A man of fenfe is fo 
at all times while he enjoys the 
ufe of reafon ; but this maxim 
ill agrees with thofe who are 
commonly called men of in fe, 
and who think that a juft con- 
duct in one inftance, permits 
them toact like fools in-every 
other, as if fenfe was a proper- 
ty too valuable to be of gene- 
ral ufe. Hence we have a man 
of fenfe in the fenate, andan 
ebfurd».tyrant in his own 
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houfe ; hence too we have meg 
who in their counting-houfe 
give every proof of fenfe which 
commerce requires, yet when 
they come to their family and 
friends, feem very careful to 
conceal that they have any 
fenfe at all. Sterne was a man 
of fenfe--was he fo at all 
times ?—-Do his life and wri- 
tings fhow it? Dori/us isa man 
of fenfe in polite circles, and 
even in trade; but Dorilus 

ets drunk every fecond night, 

eats his wife, goes to the 
haunts of profligacy, and next 
day~is a man of fenfe again.— 
At another time, reader, we 
fhall confider this term man of 
Jenfe, and endeavour to reduce 
it to fome rule. ~ 

To conclude, as a peevith 

man is a curfe to himfelf, and 
to all about him, as a compli- 
ant temper, moderated by a 
due deference for our own opi- 
nion, is the fureft proof of an 
excellent and improved under- 
ftanding ; let us be careful that 
nothing get the better of our 
tempers, which we cannot re- 
view without being afhamed. 
The temper is beft corrected 
by a juft eftimate of human 
happinefs and domeftic quiet; 
by a knowledge of the frailties 
of our natures, and that the er- 
rors which do not proceed 
from ill nature or contempt, 
are too unimportant to injure 
the affections, or excite the 
paffions.of a reafonable crea- 
ture. 
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Utility of infpeéting into the, 
- Sas Jails. 


Mr. Printer, 
MONGST all the duties 
enjoined by religion, or 
by our feelings as men, few are 


‘more becoming or delightful,. 


than thofe of vifiting and com- 
forting the prifoner-—his. fi- 
tuation in a gloomy capti- 
vity, where his voice often ex- 
erts, itfelf in vain to be heard, 
is fufficiently afflicting to ex- 
cite fympathy---and when we 
reflect, that honef virtue ma 

fometimes, by: poverty or mif- 
fortune, be led to take its a- 
bode in fo defolate a manfion— 
it is furely worth while to in~ 
form ourfelves, frem time to. 
time, who.are its inhabitants, 
and to extend the aiding hand. 
where we find it merited. This 
feems the more proper, as it is 
a branch of charity too gene- 
rally neglected, lying more 
than any other out of the com- 
mon walks of men, and being 
fubject co,doubr-as to its utili- 
ty ; the humane having too: of- 
ten to lament that relief is not 
followed by a fuitable amend- 
ment: but if on this account 
the tide of benevolence isto be 
checked, in which of her chan- 
nels will fhe not be equally ar- 
refted? To be ufeful, adiligent 
fearch into characters is requi- 
fite-and. that ta be made 
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under the influence of an 
unfriendly atmofphere ; on 
which account, the bufinefs is 
generally difpatched with tre- 
pidation and hafte, and fre- 
quently inadequate to the 
views of the charitable vifitor. 

How important, therefore, 
apptars the duty enjoined by 
the laws of the land, on 2 body- 
of the moft intelligent and ap- 
proved citizens, twice a year 
officially to vifit thefe dreary 
habitations---and as they are 
the grand inqueft of the city 
and county in which they: 
dwell, to enquire into the ftate 
of the jail and work houfe, 
the conduct of their keepers, 
and make report of the fame ta. 
the proper offieers—--a duty fo 
full of juftice and merzey, none 
of our grand juries, it is 
hoped, will ever neglect : but 
as Tam informed the late one, 
of the prefent term of Oyer 
and Terminer, have made no- 
ble exertions in this way, I beg 
leave to dedicate a {mall part 
of your publication to their 
praife, in hopes it may con- 
tain ufeful intelligence to o- 
thers—-and a proper encomi- 
um on themfelves. 

Iris faid, that on the firft 
entry of the jury into the jail, 
they ordered all the felons to 
be ranged along the wall of 
their court yard, and enquired 
minutely into the cafe of every 
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one of them, taking fuch notes 
thereon, as appeared to be ex- 
pedient. Among the number 
was found a man who had 
been committed for an offence, 
of which, in a few days after- 
wards, he was found innocent, 
anda difcharge of courfe fent 
by the fame magiftrare who 
had committed him, that he 
might be fet at liberty : yet 
was he ftill languifhing in cap- 
tivity, by reafon of his inabi- 
lity to pay the fum of four 
fhillings and fix-pence, fees, 
This being paid for him, a 
miferable fellow creature was 
difcharged from confinement, 
and an active man reftored to 
ufefulnefs, who, it feems, had 
been uilty of no offence, 
fave that of an inadvertent 
infolence to his keeper, who 
for that caufe (though other- 
wife benevolently difpofed) 
would not remit his fees, but 
kept him in the manner de- 
{cribed, till he thould pay the 
utterncft farthing. The mo- 
ney paid for ‘his releafe, was 
now by the jailor, humanely 
converted into bread, and pre- 
fented to the remaining pri- 
foners, as the price of their 
late affociate’s emancipation. 
Here ¢he jury had to regret the 
numerous inftances in which 
fees appeared a very principal 

aufe of detention, What an 
improvement would it have 
been, if the legiflarure, among 
their late ameliorations of our 
penal laws, had provided fixed 
falaries for jailors, and not 
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left. them. to collect their. 
fupport- from the miferable 
wretches committed ro their 
care! ¥f they had alfo fixed a 
regular ‘ftipend for a_cler- 
gyman to attend them, that, 
in the. feafon. of affliction, 
the voice of inftruction might 
not be wanting to reclaim 
them! It muft, however, be 
added, to the honour of the 
a of this city, that, not- 
withftanding their numerous 
avocations, they have, of late, 
added to them this charitable 
one, of performing divine fer- 
vice here occafionally : buta 
ftated attendance would be 
more becoming the govern- 
ment, and probably | prove 

more ufeful to the captives. 
After having pafféd the re- 
view of the felons, the jury 
next proceeded to the debrors' 
apartment: and here were 
ound many unhappy crea- 
tures, confined for infignifi- 
cant debts, by the cruelty of 
hard-hearted creditors. Among 
thefe were five men and two 
women, making in all feven 
perfons,whofe collective debts 
amounted to not quite as many 
pounds, A circumftance fo 
diftrefling induced the jury to 
fign an order on the county- 
treafurer for the whole amount 
of their wages, that thefe peo- 
ple might be difcharged, with 
as many more as the fum would 
extend to : and:a committee 
of their body was immediately 
appointed to carry their be- 
nevolent defign into effect. 
Their’s 
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Their’s was the joy of feeing 
what delighted angels of old-- 


the prifon gates yielding to’ 


their influence, and _ the 
wretched captive, unexpected- 
ly reftored to liberty and the 
common air, exulting in their 
fight. What a pity that while 
fome defraud their neighbours 
of thoufands, and come out 
triumphantly by an infolvent 
act, the miferable caitiff, who 


owes not forty fhillings, is de- 


barred the privilege ! 

** Drink deep, or tafte not 
the infolvent fpring,” feems, 
in this refpect, the motto of 
our laws : and what will thofe 
fay, who for fuch fums com- 
mit the wretched to jail, when 
they fhall hereafter ask of 
their Maker a free pardon for 
the debe they have contracted 
to him, while at prefent they 
have nq bowels for fuch fret 
paffes as thefe! 

With fome women in the 
jail were found their innocent 
though imprifoned children, 
from two to ten years of .age. 
What can be expected from 
thofe whofe infancy has paffed 
in fuch a nurfery as this ? 

The jury next proceeded to 
examine the ftate of the rooms, 
as to cleanlinefs ; and in this 
refpect, they were found un- 
exceptionable : but the win- 
try blafts will foon fcour and 
pervade them: and then what 
thall fave the limbs of the pri- 
foner from the inclement froft, 
walcls the humane will, from 
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their abundance, hang a cloth 
between the wind and them ? 
The work-houfe was next 
vifited--it was found clean, 
and but few inhabitants; yet 
was there found among them 
a melancholy female, with a 
beauteous child of her own fex, 
of about two years old: the 
poffeffion of this little babe in 
an illegitimate way, before the 
expiration of her fervitude, 
was the wretched mother’s of- 
fence, Alas! was it not punifh- 
ment enough, to have, friend- 
lefs and alone, to work for its 
fupport ? The few weeks fhe 
had yet to ferve, were redeem- 
ed, and the mother and child 
difcharged, with a fmall gra- 
tuity for prefent fupport--a 
recommendation to future em- 
ployment, her character in 
other refpects appearing irre- 
proachable--and the advice gi- 
ven by our Saviour on an oc- 
cafion fomewhat fimilar, re- 
peated, Go, and fin no more. 
* Thus did this refpectable 
jury fulfil the duty with which 
they were charged by the com- 
mands of their country, as well 
as that with which they. were 
entrufted by the more power- 
ful voice of humanity and a 
pure benevolence. For what 
they have done beyond the 
ufual routine prefcribed by 
law, their own feelings are now 
regaling them---for what they 
have done within the pale of 
its fanétions, their country 
muft thank them. [ will only 
ad: 
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add a few lines from the works 
of the fympathetic Thompfon. 


“* May endlefs bleffings wait this gen’rous 
** band, 

“¢ Who, touch’d with human woe, redref- 
** five fearch’d 

*¢ Into the horrors of the gloomy jail ! 

**Unpiticd and unheard, where mis’ry 
s* moans 3 

‘© Where ficknels pines ; where thitf 
** and hunger burn, 


“¢ And poor misfortane feels the lath of 
** vice.” : 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1786. 
04 DD SD~4 


On Tuefday, the eighth day 
of May, 1787, a number of 
gentlemen affembled, and 
agreed to affociate them- 
felves in a fociety, to be 
entitled, ** The Philadel- 
phia Society for alleviating 
the miferies of public pri- 
fons,”’ when the following 
paper was read, and refolved 
upon to be the future con~ 
fatution of this fociety, to 
wit: 

CONSTITUTION of the 
PHILADELPHIA SOCI- 
ETY for alleviating the mi- 
feries of public prifons. 


‘*] was in prifon, and ye 
came unto me: and the king 
fhall. anfwer, and fay unto 
them : Verily, I fay unto 
you, inafmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the leaft 
of thefe my brethren, ye have 
done. it unto me.” 

Matth. xxv. 36-—40. 


HEN we confider that 
the obligations of be- 
nevolence, which are founded 
on the precepts and example 
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of the Author of chriftianity, 
are not cancelled by the follies 
or crimes of our fellow crea- 
tures--and, when we reflect 
upon the miferies which penu- 
ry, hunger, cold, unneceffary 
feverity, unwholefome apart- 
ments, and guilt, (the ufual 
attendants of prifons) involve 
with them, it becomes us to 
extend our compaffion, to that 
art of mankind, who are the 
ubjects of thefe miferies. By 
the aids of humanity, their un- 
due and illegal fufferings ma 
be prevented ; the links, whic 
fhould bind the whole family 
of mankind -together under 
all circumftances, be preferved 
unbroken ; and fuch degrees 
and modes of punifhment may 
be difcovered and fuggefted, 
as may, inftead of continuing 
the habits of vice, become the 
means of reftoring our fellow- 
creatures to virtue and happi- 
nefs. From a conviction of 
the truth and obligation of 
thefe principles, the fubfcri- 
bers have aflociated themfelves 
under the title of ‘‘ The Phi- 
ladelphia Society for alleviat- 
ing the miferies of public pri- 
fons.” For effecting thefe 
purpofes, they have adopted 
the following conftitution ; 

I. The officers of the fociety 
fhall confift of a prefident, two 
vice-prefidents, two fecreta- 
ries, a treafurer, four phyfi- 
cians, an electing committee 
of twelve, and an acting com- 
mittee of fix members ; all of 
whom, except the laft mén- 

tioncd 



















tioned committee, fhall be 
chofen annually, by ballot, 
on the fecond fecond-day, 
called Monday, in the month 
called January. 

II. The prefident (and, in 
his abfence, one of the vice- 
prefidents) fhall prefide in all 
meetings, and fubfcribe all 
the public acts of the fociety. 
The prefident (or, ir his ab- 
fence, either of the vice- 

refidents) fhall, moreover, 
ae the power of calling a 
fpecial meeting of the fociety, 
whenever he thall judge pro- 
per. A fpecial meeting fhafl 
likewife be called, at any 
time, when fix members of 
the fociety fhall concur in re- 
quefting it. 

Ill. The fecretazies fhall 
keep fair records of the pro- 
ceedings of the focicty; and 
fhall correfpond with fuch 
perfons and focieties, as may 
be judged neceffary to pro- 
mote the views and objects of 
the inftitution. 

IV. The treafurer thall keep 
all the monies and fecurities 
belonging to the fociety ; and 
fhall pay all orders figned by 
the prefident, or one of the 
vice-prefidents ; which orders 
fhall be his vouchers for his 
expenditures. He fhall, before 
he enters upon his office, give 
a bond of not Iefs than 
two hundred pounds, for the 
faithful difcharge of the du- 
ties of it. 

V. The bufinefs of the phy- 
ficians fhall be to vifit che pri- 


for alleviating the Miferies of Public Prifons. 455 


fons, when ‘called upon by, 
or to give advice to, the act- 
ing committee, refpecting 
fuch matters as are connected 
with the prefervation of the 
health of rfons confined 
therein, or fubject to the po-: 
vernment of the officers of the 
prifons. bs 

VI. The electing committee 
fhall have the fole power-of 
admitting new members. Two 
thirds of them fhall be a quo- 
rum for this purpofe: and the 
concurrence of a majority of 
them, by ballot, when met, 
fhall be neceffary for the ad- 
miffion of a member. Ne 
member fhall be admitted, 
who has not been propofed at 
a general meeting of the foci- 
ety: nor fhall an election fer 
a member take place in lefs 
than one month after the time 
of his being propofed. 

VII. The acting commit- 
tee fhall vifit the public pri- 
fons, or ftich other places of 
confinement, or punifhment, 
as are ordained by law, at leaft 
once every week. They fhall 
enquire into the circumftances 
of the perfons confined: they 
fhall report fuch abufes, as 
they fhall difcover, to the of~ 
ficers of government who are 
authorifed to redrefs them 3 
and fhall examine the influ- 
ence of confinement or punifh- 
ment upon the morals of the 
perfons who’ are the fubjects 
of them. They fhall have 2 
right, with the concurrence of 
the prefident, or one of the 
vice~ 
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vice-prefidents, to draw upon 
the treafurer for fuch fums of 


money as fhall be neceflary to . 


carry on the bufinefs of their 
appointment. Four of, them 

all be a quorum, After 
the . firft. election, two of 
theit number fhall be relieved 
from duty at each quarterly 
meeting : and two members 
fhall be appointed to fucceed 
them. 

VIII. Every member, upori 
his admiffion, fhall fubfcribe 
the conftitution of the foci- 
ety, and contribute ten fhil- 
lings, annually, in quarterly 
payments, towards defraving 
its contingent expences. If he 
neglect to pay the fame for 
more than two years, he fhall, 
upon due notice being given 
him of the delinquency, ceafe 
to be a member. 

IX. The fociety fhall meet 
‘on the fecond fecond-day, 
called Monday, in the months 
called January, April, July, 
and Oétober, at fuch place as 
fhall be agreed to by a majo- 
rity of the fociety. 

X. No law or regulation 
fhall contradict any part of 
the conftitution of the foci- 
ety: nor fhall any law, or al- 
teration in the conftitution, 
be made without being pro- 
pofed at a previous meeting. 
All queftions fhall be decided, 
where there is a divifion, by a 
majority of votes. In thofe 
cafes, where the fociety is 
equally divided, the prefiding 
officer fhall have a cafting vote. 


The prefent officers of the 
fociety. 
Prefident. 
William White. 
Vice - Prefidents. 
Henry Helmuth. 
Richard Wells. 
Secretaries. 
John Swanwick. 
John Morris. 
_ Treafurer. 
Thomas Rodgers: 
Phyficians. 
John Jones. 
William Shippen. 
Gerardus Clarkfon. 
Benjamin Ruth. 
Electing Committée. 
Ifaac Parifh - John Baker 
Ch. Marfhall Th. Harrifon 
Jon. Penrofe James Reynolds 


‘John Oldden Jofeph Moore 


Jas. Whitehill Jac. Shoemaker 
Laur. Sickle William Zane 
Atting Committee. 
Tench Coxe John Kaighn 
Geo. Duffield B. Wynkoop 
Wm. Rodgers George Krebs. 


6 a] S 4 
Obfervations recommendatory 


z the Philadelphia Society 
or alleviating the Miferies 
of Public Prifons. 


be rey is nothing which 
has a tendency more 
highly .to dignify or adorn a 
nation, or which can better 
promote. the eafe, happinefs, 
and comfort of a people, than 
the number and skilful direc- 
tion of its public inftitutions, 
for neceffary and charitable 
ufes. Nothing has handed 

down 
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down to us, with fo high a 
degree of luftre, the reputation 
of ancient Greece and Rome, 
as the monuments which re- 
main of their public edifices ; 
while all their other greatnefs 
has vanifhed like a dream, 
thefe ftill retain their fublimi- 
ty; and, wherever they ap- 
pear, are found worthy of a 
people---majeftic, even in 
their ruins. As modern nations 
have advanced in knowledge, 
wealth, and power, the num- 
ber of their inftirutions, for 
ufeful purpofes, have been pro- 
portionably augmented: and 
the, numerous fpires which 
adorn their vaft cities, feem 
every where to remind the ap- 
proaching traveller of the ma- 
jelty of the people whofe ca- 
pital he is about to vifit. If 
fuch, then, be the progrefs of 
fociety, how happy muft it 
make every patriotic bofom to 
fee our own country advanc- 
ing fo faft, by fimilar eftablifh- 
ments, to an equal degree of 
celebrity and fame! We, 
whofe fettlement on thefe 
fhores is of fo recent a date, 
every day behold new acade- 
mies, hofpitals, difpenfaries, 
and public inftitutions of all 
kinds arife, at once accommo-= 
dating the citizens, and orna- 
menting their metropolis. I 
can fcarcely walk out, with- 
out difcovering conftantly im- 
provements in the appearance 
of our city. Where a large, 
unhealthy jail and work-houfe 
exhibited their gloomy fronts, 
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we now fee almoft a fquare of 
a and handfome brick 
buildings. New market-houfes, 
where neceffary, are erected ; 
new ferries opened ; churches 
ornamented and repaired ; and 


‘ftreets paved : nor is the at- 


tention confined to the living: 
even the burial-grounds of the 
dead become refpected, and 
enclofed with elegantly-orna- 
mented walls ; their afhes pto- 
tected with a neat, but becom- 
ing decency; and, from hav- 
ing been the pafture-grounds 
of afl the herds in the vici- 
hity, grave-yards are become 
the folemn haunts of medita- 
tion, and the filent walks of 
penfive recollection. 

When we remember, that to 
thofe which have been already 
named, may be added various 
other focieties, for charitable 
and literary purpofes, and 
that almoft all of them are 
created by voluntary fubfcrip- 
tions, gifts, and donations--- 
we can never enough applaud 
the public fpirit they exhibir, 
nor enough admire the people 
whofe infancy appears fo diftin- 
guifhed by whatever inftitu- 
tions have ornamented other 
nations, when comparatively 
arrived at their political zenith. 
But, among all of them, the 
new one, ol which the confti- 
tution precedes this effay, ap- 
pears to be one of the moft 
valuable: I mean the fociety 
lately inftituted, under the ti- 
tle of ‘* the Philadelphia So- 
“ciety for alleviating the 
K ** miferieg 
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** miferies of public prifons,” 
the objets of which, to ufe 
the expreffion’ of mr. Burke, 
are, ‘* to dive into the depths 
‘* of dungeons ; to furvey 
“‘manfions of forrow and 
“Spain ; to take the gage and 
“¢ dimenfions of mifery, de- 
‘¢ preffion, and ‘contempt ; to 
“* remeber the forgotten ; to 
“* attend to the neglected ; and 
“to vifit the forfaken :” in 
other words, by their attentive 
zeal to prevent, as much as in 
them lies, the accumulation 
of human fufferings, in their 
moft common receptacles. By 
repairing to the jail and work- 
houfe, they will frequent! 

have it in their power to dif- 
cover abufes, and to reprefent 
them to thofe who may have 
it in their’s to redrefs them ; 
to affift and fupport virtue, 
fhould it at any time be found 
ftiuggling with oppreffion ; 
and to bring to the light of 
day matiy of the myfteries of 
thofe dark and fecret receffes. 
Should they difcover an un- 
feeling creditor keeping, un- 
neceflarily, his debtor in a 
hopelefs confinement, perhaps 
by their influence they may 
procure him relief; or, if not, 
it may be in their power to 
retaliate on the hard-hearted 
creditor the want of compaf- 
fion he may have fhewn, and 
fo deter others from fimilar 
offences. Like guardian-angels 
hovering round thefe melan- 
choly abodes, they may abate 
their horror, and often prove 


the 
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agents in opening thé iron 
gate to the wretched captive, 
-—a fervice on which thefe 
were formerly employed, and 
than which, none can be bet- 
ter adapted to an angelic mind. 
Their funds may alfo enable 
them to releafe, where ptoper 
objects offer, prifoners con- 
fined for fmall debts ; to clothe 
the naked, in our dreary 
winter months, and fee that 
proper air be not exclud- 
ed in the fummer. They will 
have before their eyes, as 
their model, the great mr. 
Howard, the friend of man- 
kind, whofe name has become 
illuftrious throughout Europe, 
and is juft rifing in deferved 
eftimation among us: in their 
hands his book, to affift them 
in the arduous undertaking, 


and in their hearts a ray of t 


celeftial flame by which he is 
animated, to infpire and invi- 
gorate their every purfuit-—-+ 
they will come in aid of the 
merciful defigns of their coun- 
try, in its laté lenient mitiga- 
tions of fanguinaty pufith- 
ments, and will probably la 
the foundation of a charitable 
fyftem, whofe utility and fame 
will fpread and incteafe with 
the progrefs of fociety. They 
will direct their attention, 
alfo, to the prefervation of 
morals in thefe apartments. 
They will, doubtlefs, remon- 
ftrate with a fpiric bec canes 
freefhen and chriftians, again 
the oppreffions under which 
many of the poor prifoners 
labour, 
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labour, from heavy and enor- 
mous fees. They will apply to 
the legiflature for relief on 
this head ; and intreat that 
the jailor be made a falary- 
officer, and not fuffered, as at 
prefent, to fell liquor, or to 
demand any fees or money 
from them. In fhort, with a 
manly, but difcreer zeal, they 
will find out every particular 
‘in which this forlorn clafs of 
mankind can be benefitted, 
and, as far as may be in their 
power, procure the wifhed-for 
afiiftance. 7 
With refpect to the member 

of the fociety, they confift of 
every denomination, and in- 
vite the affiftance ofall the cha- 
ritable and humane, who may 
be difpofed to join them, and 
who will be informed of the 
terms of admiffion, by the con- 
fticution now publifhed, in 
which the names of the officers 
are printed, without the titles 
otherwife duc to their various 
ftations ; for, as a worthy 
friend of mine once obferved 
refpecting members of fire 
companies, that they affumed 
not, in their lifts, the defigna- 
tions otherwife belonging to 
them, becaufe, at a fire, no 
fuch diftinctions could be 
made, fo in this inftance of fuf- 
ferings no lefsdeplorable, no- 
thing further need be faid, 
refpecting the members who 
come to their relief, but that 
they are men, ¢ d in the. 
nobleft office that can employ 
human nature, that of mitiga- 
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ting the miferies of their fellow 
creatures. 


*¢ O great defign ! if executed well, 

*6 With patient care, and wifdom tem- 
*¢ per’d zeal. 

*¢ Ye fons of mercy ! do not quit the 
6“fearch 5 * 

‘© Drag forththe legal monfters into lizhr, 

*¢ Wrench from their hands oppreffion’s 
*¢ iron rod 


** And bid the cruel feel the pains they 


“ ivé. 
“¢ Much Rit untouch’d remains ; ia this 


rank age, 

$* Much is the et weeding haad re- 

~ “quir'd, 

*¢ The toils of law, (what dark infidioys 
“oe men 

** Have cumb’rous added to perplex the 
Ad truth, 

© And lengthen firaple juftice into trade) 

** How glorious were the day, that faw 
** thefe broke, 

“* And every man within the reach of 


oo right.” 

It is not to be doubted bur 
the fair fex will alfo, willingly, 
become patroneffes of a de- 
fign fo amiable, and fo fuited 
to the tendernefs and fenfibi- 
lity, which fo, juftly charac- 
terife them. Their influence 
is extenfive and _ irrefiftable, 
Let it then be engaged in the 
caufe of human nature, and 
of virtue. In fhort, it is not 
to be doubted, but in a foci- 
ety fo ufefully formed, for a 
purpofe fo amiable, and whofe 
annual demands will be fo 
fmall, there will be a general 
defire to participate. I already 
think I fee ghe roll infcribed 
with whatever names are cle- 
vated or dignified among us, 
anxious, amid their other and 
more perifhing honours, to 
mingle thofe laurels, which, 
being like the civic one at 

Rome, 
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Rome, only obtainable by 
faving the lives of men, -will 
be more likely than anyother 
to bloffom and to flourifh 
through every revolution of 
the world, and of time. 


od DOS 


Conftitution of the Pennfyl- 
vania Society for promot- 
ing the Abolition of Sla- 
very, and the Relief of 
Free ais tae unlawfully 
held in Bondage. Begun 


in the Year 1774, avd en- 

darged on the 23d of April, 

1787. 

** All things whatfoever ye 
“would that men fhould do 
** unto you, do ye even fo 


‘unto them : for this is the 
** Jaw and the prophets.” 
att. Vii, 12. 


C having pleafed the Cre- 
ator of the world, to make 
of one fleth, all the children of 


men----it becomes them to’ 


confult and promote each o- 
ther’s happinefs, as members 
of the fame family, however 
diverfified they may be, by co- 
_lour, fituation, religion or dif- 
ferent ftates of fociety. It is 
more efpecially the duty of 
thofe perfons, who profefs to 
maintain for themfelves the 
he of human nature, and 
who acknowledge the obliga- 


tions of chriftianity, to ufe. 


fuch means as are in their pow- 
er, to extend the —— of 
freedom to every part of the 


human race; and in a more 
particular manner, to fuch of 
their fellow-creatures, as are 
entitled to freedom by the laws 
and conftitutions of any of the 
united ftates, dnd who, not- 
withftanding, are detained in 
bondage, by fraud or violence, 
From a full conviction of the 
truth and obligation of thefe 
principles---from a defire to 
diffufe them, wherever the mi- 
feries and vices of flavery exift, 
and in humble confidence of 
the favour and fupport of the 
Father of mankind, the fubferi- 
bers have affociated themfelves 
under the title of the ** Penn- 
fylvania fociety for promoting 
the abolition of the flavery, 
and the relief of free negroes, 
unlawfully heldin bondage.” 

For effecting thefe purpofes, 
they have adopted the follow- 
ing conftitution : 

. The officers of the fociety 
fhall confift of a prefident, two 
vice-prefidents, two fecreta- 
ries, a treafurer, four counfel- 
lors, an electing committee of 
twelve, and an acting commit- 
tee of fix members ; all. of 
whom, except the laft named 
committee, fhall be chofen an- 
nually by ballot, on the firft 
fecond-day called Monday, in 
the month called January. 

IJ. The prefident (and, in 
his abfence, one of the vice- 
prefidents) fhall. prefide in<all 
the mectings, and fubfcribe all 
the public acts of the fociety. 
The _prefident (or, in his ab- 
fence, cither of the-vice prefi- 
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dents) fhall, moreover, have 
the power of calling a {pecial 
meeting oi the fociery. whene- 
ver he fhall judge proper. A 
fpecial meeting fhall likewife 
be called at any tinte, when fix 
members of the fociety fhall 
concur in requefting it. 

Ifl. The fecretaries fha!l 
keep fair records ef the pro- 
ceedings of. the -fociety, and 


‘fhall correfpond with fuch 


perfons and focieties, as may 
be judged neceflary to pro- 
mote the views and objects of 
the inftitution. 


IV. The treafurer thall keep 


‘all ‘the monies and fecurities 
~belonging to the fociety ; and 


fhali pay all orders figned by 
the prefident or one of the 
vice-prefidents :) which orders 
fhail be his vouchers for hisex- 
penditures. He thall, before 
he erfters upon his office, give 
a bond of not lefs than two 
hundred pounds'for the faith- 
ful difcharge of the duties 
of it. | 

V. The bufinefs of the coun- 
fellors thall be, torexplain the 
laws arfd.conttitutions of the 
ftates, .whichsrelate to the 
emancipation of flaves,-and to 
urge their claims to treedom, 
when legal,» before fuch per- 
fons ‘or courts,.as are autho- 
rifed to decide upon them. 

VI. The electing committee 
fhall have.the fole power of 
admitttng new members. Two 
thirds of them fhall be a quo- 
tum for this purpof?: and the 
concusrence of a majority of 
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them, by ballot, when met, 
fhall be neceflary for the ad- 
miffion of a member. No mem- 
ber fhali be admitted, who has 
not. been propoled at a gene- 
ral meeting of the fociety ; 
nor fhall an election for a 
member take place in lefs than 
one month after the time of 
his being propoied. Foreign- 
ers, or perfons who do not re- 
fide. within the ftate, may be 
elected correfponding mem- 


“bets. of the fociety, without 


being fubject to any annual 
payment; and fhall be admit- 
ted to the meetings of the fo- 
ciety, during their refidence 
in the flate, 

VII. The acting committee 
fhall trranfact fuch bufinefs as 
fhall occur, in the recefs of 


the focicty, and report the 


fame at each quarterly meet- 
ing. They thall have a right, 
with the concurrence of the 
prefident or one of the vice- 
prefidents, to draw upon the 
treafurer, for fuch fums of 
money as fhal! be neceffary 
to carry on the bufinefs of 
their appointment. Four of 
them fhall bea quorum. After 
thir frit cle ction, two of their 
number fhall be relieved from 
duty.at-each quarterly meet- 
ing :.andtwo members thall be 

appointed to fucceed them. 
VIIL Every member, upon 
his admiffion, fliall fubfcribe 
the conftitution of the foci- 
ety, and contribute ten fhil- 
lings annuaally in quarterly 
payments, towaras defraying 
its 
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its contingent expences. It he 
neglects to pay the fame for 
more than two years, he hall, 
upon due notice being given 
him of his délinquency, ceafe 
to be a member. 

IX. The focicty thall meet 
on the firft fecond-day called 
Monday, in the months called 
January "we July and Osto- 
ber, at fue place as fhall be 


agreed to by a majority of the 


fociety. 

X. No perfon holding a flave 
fhail be admigted a member of 
the fociety. 

XI. No law or regulation 
fhall contradict any part of the 
conftitution of the fociety, nor 
fhall any law or alteration in 
the conftitution be made, with- 
out being propofed ata previ- 
ous meeting. All queftions 
fhall be decided, where there 
isa divifion, by a majority of 
votes. In thofe cafes where 
the fociety is equally divided, 
the prefiding officer thall have 
a cafting vote. 


The prefent officers of the 
Society. 

Prefident : 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 
Vice-Prefidents : 

James Pemberton, 
Jonathan Penrofe. 
Secretaries : 
Benjamin Rufh, Tench Coxe. 
Treafurer: 

James Starr. 
Counfellors : 
William Lewis, John D. Coxe. 





Miers Fifher, William Rawle. were asked what her name pee : 


Electing Committee: 
Th. Harrifon Norris Jones 
Nathan Boys Sam. Richards 
Jas. Whitehill Francis Bail, 
James Read Andrew Carfon. 
John Todd John Warner 
Th. Armate . Jac. Shoemaker 

Atting Committee. 
Th. Shields, William Zane 
Th Parker John Warner 
John Oldden W.M‘Elhenney 


(SOS 


Further Accqunt of Jemimah 
Wilkinfon. . 


(Consluded from our laft). 


5 ae gentleman fays. ** he 
can fee no proof addy- 
ced againft thefe people but 
hearfay, for all they have men- 
tioned,” and asks this quef- 
tion, *‘ Is hearfay fufficient 
to ground a charge of herefy 
upon ?” I fay no. And fur- 
ther, ‘* the writers have not 
been upright in all they have 
related refpecting the univer- 
fal friend (fo called), and 
therefore have reafon to, 

of their fincerity, as their’s is 
in generat but hearfay.” In 
anfwer to the above, let me 
tell this gentleman, that when 
I am profecuted for flander 
(which I well deferve if he be 
tight), I will then bring him 
for an evidence in my favour, 
for a part at leaft, of what 
have afferted ; for, if I guefs 
rightly, he was prefent with 
Jemimah and divers of her fol- 
lowers and others, when they 
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and if ic was not Jemimah 
Wilkinfon ? and when they 
declared her name was not Je- 
mimah Wilkinfon, but that it 
was the Univerfal Friend, thar 
fhe had no other name, ror 
ever had any other; and if! 
guefs right, this fame gentle- 
man was A ser alfo, when 
David aggoner declared 
there was no fuch perfon as Je- 
mimah W ilkinfon, and when 
he was called upon to ex- 
plain himfelf, he did it in 
nearly the following words : 
‘¢ There are two men, for in- 
ftance (naming two who ftood 
og | they each of them 
live in a houfe, and while they 
live in the houfe, the houfe is 
called by their name ; but 
if either of them leaves the 
houfe, and another perfon re- 
moves into it, it is not then 


ae pi to call the houfe by its 
rft name, but by that of the 
perfon who removed into it. ”” 

Whether what is above ad- 
vanced, tho’ true, can proper- 
ly be called proof, is, I confefs 
not Clear; perhaps, fttictly and 


ptoperly fpeaking, nothing 
can be 
accufed being brought face to 
face, and evidences brought 
before them, and the facts ap- 
pearing plain to indifferent 
and impartial perfons ; but did 
this gentleman expect all this 
ceremony abfolutely neceffary 
on fo fingular a fubject, Ss 
vious to any perfon publifliing 
what they were affured in their 
own mitids was true ? and does 


, but the accufer and: 
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he think it decent, to call me a 
liar, a flanderer, and the author 
of invective, becaufe I did. not 
ceed: to do that which [ 
not the leaft idea was ne- 
ceffary ? As to the facts above 
mentioned, they came within 
my own knowledge ; and the 
following one I have froma 
gentlewoman of unqueftion- 
able reputation, and one to 
whom foenieaah explained: the 
whole fecret of her profane 
and impious fuppofed incarna- 
tion. She told this lady, there 
was once fuch a perfon as Je- 
mimah Wilkinfon, but fhe 
died ; and, fpeaking of her: 
imagined divinity, faid that 
the perfon then {peaking to 
this lady, interceded with the 
Father for the fpace of two 
hours, that the foul of Jemimah. 
Wilkinfon might be admir- 
ted into heaven, and that her 
foul was admitted into heaven 
accordingly, after which the 
divine fpixtt, or Son of God 
eee re the perfon then 
peaking to this lady) re-ani- 
mated the body which the foul 
of Jemimah Wilkinfon. had 
left, and it arofe from the dead. 
I doubt not butthe above 
will be fufficient to fatisfy the 
unprejudiced, that in my firft 
ublication I have not abufed 
mimah : and what follows 
will Pexpeét alfo be fufficient 
to fhew that Parker and Sarah 
Richards have no. rcafon to 
complain. Parker, ina letter to 
a very amiable young. woman 


in this city, expreffes himfelf 
as 
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as follows : ‘* My dear------ ; 
received thy letter and read 
it with. good fatisfaction, al- 
though abfent in body; am wil- 
ling to be prefent with thee in 
fpirit fo long as thou continués 
in well doing, befure the Lords 
two witneffes will due all in 
their power forthy good and 
the good of every foul fo long 
as they have power to prophe- 
fe, and there was fome did well 
and was excepted of the Lord 
who dwelt even where Satan’s 
feat was.” And further, in the 
fame letter he fays,‘* And dear 
due watch and pray that 
thou mayeft be kept in; the 
hours of tryal, which is come- 
ing upon all people to try 
them, read Zachariah 4th, 
Malachi 4th 5, 6 verfes, Re- 
vel. r1th and 12 chapters, alfo 
Acts, 3d chapter from r9th to 
the end and befure if thou 
dott well thou wilt be except- 
ed.” To the above letter, this 
innocent, fenfible, and very 
omifing young woman (un- 
Fets fpoiled by thofe deceivers) 
anfwered as fcliows “* T hope 
the Lord’s two witneffes’ 
prayers will not be wanting 
at the throne of grace, to affift 
me to find the way to happi- 
nefs: and I earneftly defire to 
be with the Lord’s two witnef- 
fes ; and have nota wifh fur- 
ther than to fpend my life 
with them.” 

Again, I have alfo feen an 
eriginal letter written by Da- 
vil Waggoner to. two of his 
acquaintances in:this city, in 


confequence of fome convete 
fation which they had toge- 
ther about the perfon called 
the friend, in which. letter he 
expreffes himfelf as follows ; 
** be affured that none but 
babes will come to know the 
great myftery of God that is 
made known to us, be affured 
alfo, that it is thar ftrange work 


fpoken of by the prophets of, 


old, that none fhould believe 


though a man fhould declare’ 


itunto them, and alfo the fay- 
ing, a woman fhall compafsa 
man,.and the king’s daughter 
that’s all glorious, who was 
commanded to leave her fa- 
ther’s houfe, and all her kin- 
dred, and inftead of her’ fas 
thers, they fhould be. called 
Aer children, whom fhe fhould 
have power to make priefts 
and kings in all the earth ; 
thofe ftrange things, with 
many more, are come, and 
coming to pifs.” In the fame 
letter, he faith further, “‘ Oh 
my foul is forrowful indeed 
that it is fo with you, but alfo 
ceafe from accufations againtt 
the anointed of the Lord, and 
call no more the holy one of 
Ifrael a deluded perfon or a 
liar.” And again, ‘* This I 
know, that if you knew the 
Univerfal Friend, or me either, 
you would feel more con- 
demned, than ever you have 
been when you firft faw your 
loft ftate. Oh, take warning in 
time, ftop and fee, if the Lord 
God is not with us, and Jefus 
the true Meffiah is all amongft 

us 2” 





= 
= © 


ors 


> 


ae oe feet we ee oe oe OP es oe es eo oe ee re eee Es Ee 


» ion 








ws?” Now; that we may fully 
underftand Waggoner; where 
he fays to thofe men, “ If ye 
knew the Univerfal Friend, 
or me either; you would feel 
more condemned than you 
have been when you firft faw 
your loft ftate,” we are to ob- 
ferve, that Jemimah, as he has 
told us, has power to make 
kings and priefts .in- all the 
earth ; that as fhe has made 
Parker, Richards, and others 
of them very great, fome wit- 
tieiles, fome prophets, fome 
apoftles, &c. fo it is faid that 

e has made David Waggon- 
ex greatalfo. Some think he is 
king David of old : and if fo, 
well mighthe then fay to com- 

mon follts, ‘< if you knew the 

Univerfal: Friend, or me eéi- 
ther,’ whom you treat with 
fo much freedom, ‘‘ you would 
be more condemned, than 
ever you were when you firft 
faw your loft ftate :”” for then 
you had only. to bewail the 
common infirmities of man- 
kind: but now you are cal- 
ling the holy one of Ifrael a 
proud and deluded perfon arid 
a har, and treating me with 
contempt, the anointéd of the 
Lord, even king David. 

I am further informed, and 
from good authority, that this 
Waggoner, at a_ particular 
time, threw himfelf at the feet 
of Jemimah, inthe utmoft prof- 
tration, and confeffed his fins 
to her; fome time after, a per- 
fon who was prefent at this 
conieffion, obferved to him, 


J 
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that his behaviour on that oc- 
cafion was very foolifh; he re- 
plied to this purpofe, * Ah ! 
ary !----Mary, when thee 
comes to fee thyfelf, and comes 
to know the Friend; thee will 
then humble thyfelf too:’ now 
as Jemimah always makes it 2 
point to reward her difciples in 
pevgecton to their veneration 
or her; very probably it, was 
after this humiliation of him- 
felf- before her, that fhe a~ 
nointed him king in Ifrael. 
Now I do not believe this 
gentleman, the author of the 
apology for them, notwith- 
ftanding all his zeal in their 
caufe, 18 yet fo much in Jerni- 
mah’s favour as that fhe will 
make him very great ; for how- 
ever far he has gone in com- 
mendation of her, he has yer 
ftopped fhort, fhe being, in his 
eftimation, only a woman ; but 
his friend, the zealous promo- 
ter of his performance, and 
warm friend of thofe people, 
for his extraordinary exertions 
in their caufe, may poffibly, if 
he holds on, receive at length 2 
worthy recompence for all his 
fervices~-Who knows but flte 
may make hima king as well as 
Waggoner? Even if this fhould 
be the cafe, we are not to ex- 
pect any vifible alteration in 
the man: for he may be really 
changed into his name-fake, 
a certain king in Ifrael, who 
ufed fometimes to drive furi- 
oufly, whilft, at the fame time, 
to common eyes he will appear 
aplain and &mple mechanic. 
This 
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This gentleman, the advo- 
cate for thofe people, accufes 
me of cruelly deriding. them : 
as to cruelty towards them, I 
am as clear of it as himfelf : 
and if there be any derifion in 
my firft piece, I am not fenfible 
of it, having only told the 
truth ;_ but if their. opinions 
and conduét are of that kind, 
that barely to mention them, 
is’ to deride or ridicule them, 
it is not my fault: however, 
let me obferve to this gentle- 
man, that the nature of every 
kind of evil determines the 
moft proper method for an at- 
tack upon it. Things that are 
ridiculous, may very properly 
be ridiculed: and, on this 
principle, the prophet Elijah 
ridiculed the priefts of Baal: 
and I doubt not but they felt 
the force of what he faid, as 
convincingly, as if he had en- 
tered into metaphyfical rea- 
foning with them on the na- 
ture of the Deity, and the 
attributes of divine power. 
Now, was Elijah to blame, or 
was it the fault of Baal’s 

riefts, that he feemed to de- 
cend, from the dignity of a 
rophet ? If this gentleman 
codes how to excufe him, and 


if he will be candid, hemay 

make fome allowance for me. 
Let me now ask this gentle- 

rey the author, and his faith- 


ful friend, who has been fo in- 
defatigable in handing about 
his performance, whether it 
would not have been more 
prudent for themfelves, and 


civil towards the perfon whom 
they took to be the author of 
the piece which offended them, 
to have candidly enquired of 
him, what foundation he had 
for his publication, before 
they undertook at all adven- 
tures, to call him a zealous ca- 
lumniator, 4 fneerer, a liar, a 
perfon poffeffing a flanderous 
tongue, &c. They could not 
know but that I had fufficient 
information for what I faid: 
for if they were unacquainted 
with thofe facts, it does not 
therefore follow I had afferted 
things without foundation.-- 
Thofe gentlemen may reft af- 
fured that I ftand on ground 
that cannot be removed: truth 


-being the rock which fupports 


me, againft which no power 
can prevail: but at all events 
they fay, “‘ I fhould have 
taken Camaliel’s advice, Let 
them alone, for if this coun- 
cil or work be of men, it will 
come to nought.” Gamaliel is 
certainly a refpe€able charac- 
ter, and whether he fpoke b 

divine infpiration, as thofe 
gentlemen fuppofe he did, or 
whether he only gave his opi- 
nion, as a man of found 
fenfe, as the apoftle Paul fome- 
times did, I doubt not but his 
advice was always well fuited 
to the occafion: but I am not 
fenfible that he has advifed me 
to let thofe people alone, for 
they are no apoftles of. the 


Lord: and to fuppofe that he . 


has advifed me, as they fay, 
would be a reflection on his 
wifdom ; 
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wifdem: and if they are to 
come to nought, as I fincerely 
hope they will, this end is con- 
nected with the means, which 
means is to expofe their im- 
piety: but how long would 
thofe gentlemen have them Ir 
alone? The mifchiefs they 
have done already, are very 
reat---enough in all con- 
cience ; having feparated 


‘men from their wives, and 


wives from their husbands, 
and made confufion wherever 
they have been: and, it is to 
be feared, they have, in fome 
inftances, fent fome into that 
country from whence “ no tra- 
veller returns.” And what bet- 
ter can be expected, where a 
number of peaple make it a 
point implicitly to obferve the 
directions of a woman not in 
her fenfes, under the amazing 
and diabolical delufion, that 
all power is given to her both 
in heaven and earth ? 
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From the Journal de Paris, 
May 7, 1786. 
Strictures on a Poem addreffed 
to the Officers and Soldiers 
of the American Armies. 
By David Humphreys, Co- 
lonel in the Service of the 
United States, and Aid-de- 
Camp to his Excellency 

General Washington. 


GREAT many remark- 
able circumftances ren- 
der this little performance wor- 
thy of the public attention. It 
was compofed in America, in 
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1782, at the encampment of 
eneral Wafhington, when the 
ritifh ftill occupying New- 
York and Charlefton, the 
great caufe of American liber- 
ty was not then decided. The 
author is an American officer 
writing in the midft of the tu- 
mult of a camp, and concili- 
ating the occupations and du- 
ties of his profeffion with that 
filence and meditation which 
every poetical campofition de- 
mands. The tranflator is. a 
French general officer (M. le 
M. de Chaftelleux) in whom 
the talents of a great military 
and literary character are ac- 
knowledged to be blended in a 
very extraordinary degree. 
The object of the work is 
to animate the citizens of Ame- 
rica to the defence of their 
country. The march of the 
7 is eafy and unaffected ; 
is ideas are noble and juft, his 
fentiments amiable ; and his 
tranilator, animated with the 
fame fpirit and endowed with 
the fame talents, has not only 
transfufed into our language 
the beauties of the original, burt 
even added new ones to them. 
The tranflater himfelf an- 
nounces in his Jetter to col, 
Humphreys, that he has net 
piqued himfelf upon being-li- 
teral, and that he has taken 
fome liberties in his tranflati- 
on. But he is right in faying 
that this liberty does not go fo 
far as independence: for that 
which he adds, is fo connected 
with the text itfelf, chat it may 
be 
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be confidered as a develope- 
ment of his author’s idea ; and 
what he retrenches (being 
commonly foreign to our idi- 
om and phrafeology) would 
not have been prefetved by the 
American author himfelf, if, 
more familiarifed with our lan- 
guage, he had been pleafed to 
tranflate his work into French. 
This liberty may be criticifed: 
but we will fay, in juftification 
of the tranflator, that the au- 
thor is very far from complain- 
ing of it. 7 
This little 
fufceptible o 
will only cite the apoftrophe to 
gen. Washington, when he 
comes to take command of the 
American army. 


*¢ O firlt of heroes, Fav’ rite of the skies, 

*¢ Jo what dread toils thy country bade 
$* thee rife! 

*¢ Orais’'d by heav’n to fave th’ invaded 
‘6 ftare! 

£* (So {pake the {age long fince thy future 
** fate) 

©<*T was thine to change the fweeteft fcenes 
** of life 

<¢ For public cares----to guide the embat- 
$¢ tled ftrife--- 

«6 Unnumber'd ills of ev’ ry kind to dare-- 

“¢ The winter's blaft, the fummer’s fultry 
*¢ air 

«¢ The lurking dagger---—and the turbid 
*¢ ftornis 

«¢ OF wafting war, with death in all his 
**forms— 

** Nor aught could daunt. Unfpeakably 
“ ference, 

&¢ Thy confcious foul {mil'd o’er the dread- 
*¢ Ful fcene.”” 


The recital of the death of 
Brown who perifhed in an am- 
bufcade of iavages, of Scam- 
mel who was affaffinated by a 
piftol-fhot in the reins at the 
moment after he had furrender- 
ed himfclf to a detachment of 


ine is fearcely 
extracts. We 
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Englifh, and that of col. Law 
rens, fon to the iamous Lau- 
rens, prefident of . congrefs, 
will ever be read,with fympa- 
thetic forrow. The deferipti- 
ons of the author are tull of 
animation, his regrets of fen- 
fibility ; and the tranflator has 
not refted below his model, 

The reader will, moreover, 
remark with pleafure, the 
contraft with the author has 
had the art to introduce, ina 
skilful manner, between the 
two very diftinci parts of his 
poem. In the firft, he, paints 
the dangers which America ex- 
perienced, and the calamities 
of war which defolated her for 
fo longa period. In the laft, he 
collects only délightiul ideas 
and pictures of happinefs ; he 
unfolds to America the aufpi- 
cious effects of that liberty fhe 
had obtained, and the felicity 
fhe is about to enjoy. He in- 
vites his fellow citizens for 
whom the task of glory is 
henceforth accoiplitned: to 
tranfport themfelves upon the 
borders of the lakes, and upon 
the fertile banks of the Belle 
Riviere, a rivermoft worthy of 
its name. He reprefents to 
them all the beauties which 
nature hath lavifhed upon 
thofe happy regions as a recom- 
pence to make them forget, on 
the bofom of rural felicity, the 
toils they have endured for 
their country. 

In fine he predicts the future 
profperity of this nafcent em- 
pire, which rifes upon a rr 

ic- 
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diated by wifdom, and which 
will for ever remain the afy- 
lum.of happinels and liberty.”’ 


The following isa Tranflati- 
on of the Introductory Let- 
ter, prefixed by the Mar- 
guis de Chaftelleux, to the 
French Edition of this 
Poem. 


“ Twas with you, my dear 


- 


colonel, when, after a glorious 


campaign, you compofed in 
filence thofe elegant verfes, 
wherein you have difplayed 
the whole extent of your pe- 
nius, in only wifhing to ex- 
prefs your. patriotic fenti- 
ments. You madea myftery of 
the matter to me---and your 
modefty has expofed you to 
commit an unpardonabte fault 
againft the alliance that you 
have fo nobly celebrated ; 
fince the European nation, 
which has -had the firft fruits 
of your poem, is precifely the 
Englifh; but it is proper to 
acknowledge, on the prefent, 
as well as on many: other oc- 
cafions, this nation has proved 
that its enmity does not ex- 
tend to merit and galents. All 
the public papers which are 
printed in London, have made 
your praifes refound, and 
thofe very papers have firft dif- 
clofed your fecret. It is true, 
I have fcen fome of them, the 
authors of which appeared to 
be vexed, that a compofition, 
in which the Englifh are not 
treated with ceremony, fhould 
obtain. the honours of public 
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readings and public applau- 
fes * ; and who wiflied to de- 
fpoil you of your moft ‘illuf- 
trious title, that of being an 
American, by making you to 
be born in I know not what 
diftrict of England. However 
that may be, it is certain. that 
France had reafon to com- 
plain. Of no avail will i« be 
for you to fay, that your work 
is written in Englifh: do you 
not know how much that lan- 
guage is in vogue among us, 
and how much we are difpofed 
to rranflate i¢? I wili not dif 
guife any thing. -It has hap- 
pened that your friend, your 
companion in arms, came to 
feize poffeffion, at your apart- 
ments, of a beautiful copy of 
your poem, printed at Lon- 
don with a!l the accuracy and 
magnificence, which they al- 
ways beftow on every impor- 
tant work. It has, moreover, 
fallen to his lot to avail him- 
felfof your abfence F for mak- 
ing it have to his country- 
men. For making it known ! 


* The Morning Herald and 
other Englifh papers made 
mention of the lecture of the 
poem in queition, made in 
public, apparently in clubs or 
other places, where people en- 
ter by ticket. 

+ This letter was addreffed 
to colonel Humphreys, while 
he was in England, to which 
country he made feveral jour- 
neys after his arrival in 
France. 
thar 
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that is faying too much: but 
at leaft to give fome idea to 
thofe who are not {ufficientl 

acquainted with the Englith 
language, to read it with taci- 
lity. I have caufed the text 
to be printed with the tranfla- 
tion. This is a very generous 
proceeding, with which, Icon- 
tend, you ought to be mighti- 
ly fatisfied. Every reader who 
may be in « condition to com- 
pare one with the other, will 
often cry out: ** he has not 
known how to render all the 
energy, all the beauty of the 
eriginal ;’---and that is ex- 
actly what I defire. There is 
never a pretty woman who 
does not pardon her painter for 
not making her fo handfome as 
the really 1s, whenever fhe is 
placed by the fide of her por- 
trait ; then not a comparifon 
but what proves to her advan- 
tage : and comparifon is of 
all praifes the moft flattering, 
becaufe it is the moft percep- 
tible, the moft precife. My ob- 
ject will, therefore, be entire- 
ly completed, fince all the cri- 
ticifms which I fhall merit, 
will turn to your glory. Being 
a tranflator in profe, and a 
tranflator who does not pique 
himfelf upon being literal, I 
fhould have much to fear from 
my author, if that author was 
not colonel Humphreys, whom 
I with in every point to make 
my model. He loves liberty 
too much, to be offended at 
what I have taken on this oc- 
fafion: this liberty fhall not 
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go quite to. independence: 
this isall i peomnite te affuring 
him that I will always be more 
faithful to that friendthip he 
has accorded me, than to the 
po of which I took poffef- 
ion.” 


Le Marquis de Chaftelleux, 


O- Saesa-- 


Extract of a letter from Dr, 
Price, dated London, Janu- 
ary 26, 1787, toa cotrefpon- 
dent in Philadelphia. 


HE news-papers which 

you fent me, were very 
acceptable to me: the effays 
and information they contain 
have contributed towards gra- 
tifying a curiofity which I am 
always feeling with refpect to 
the affairs of the united ftates. 
Your federal government isa 
point of difficulty and impor- 
tance, which I find ftil] re- 
mains unfettled. I dread the 
thoughts of fuch a divifion of 
the ftates into three confede- 
racies, as you fay have been 
talked of. It is a pity that fome 
general controuling power can- 
not be eftablifhed, of fuffici- 
ent vigour to decide difputes, 
to regulate commerce, to pre- 
vent wars, and to conftitute an 
union that fhall have weight 
and credit. At prefent, the 
power of congrefs in Europe is 
an object of derifion rather 
than refpect ;---at the fame 
time the tumults in New- 
England, the weaknefs of © 
conprefs, the difficulties and 
fufferings of many of the 
Rates 











ftates, and the knavery of the 
Rhode-Ifland legiflature, form 
fubjects of triumph in this 
country. The conclufion is, 
that you are falling to pieces, 
and will foon repent your in- 
dependence. But the hope of 
the friends of virtue and liber- 
ty is (to borrow an expreffion 
from your letter) that whereas, 
the kingdoms of Europe have 
travelled to tranquility thro’ 
feas of blood, the united ftates 
are travelling to a degree of 
tranquility and liberty, that 
will make them an example to 
the world, on/y through feas 
of blunders. God grant this 
may prove the truth. 


0 SHS 
On Slavery. 
Mr. Printer, 


! [= lately heard that two 


of the moft refpectable 
merchants in our city, have re- 
fufed to underwrite a veffel be- 
longing to a foreign ftate, that 
was engaged in the African 
trade. I have likewife heard 
that the prefent fheriff of our 
city and county, and the pre- 
fent officers of the city ven- 
due, have refufed to fell ne- 
gto flavesat public fale. Thefe 
things mark the progrefs of 
juftice and chriftian principles 
among us. But I am fill dif- 
treffed to fee our printers con- 
tinue to advertife negro flaves 
for fale in their new{papers. I 
think it holds out to the world 
that we are an inconfiftent 
people. To be foldasa fave 
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for life is one of the greateft 
punifhments that can be in- 
flicted upon a human crea- 
ture. In reading fuchan ad- 
vertifement (if habits of cruel- 
ty had not blinded our eyes 
or hardened our hearts) we 
fhould naturally ask-—What 
has this man done to fubject 
himfelf to be jold for life ? Has 
he murdered his father or mo- 
ther ? Or has he been the au- 
thor of a confpiracy againft 
the ftate 2? No, no--the adver- 
tifement fays—he is fold-=for 
no fault! ! 11 %'e might fhock 
our feelings more, but it would 
not be more wicked or abfurd 
to advertife-»‘‘ To be hanged, 
a likely young negro boy, 
eighteen years old. He is re- 
giftered according to law, and 
is hanged for no fault, but 
want of employ. Enquire of 
the printer.’ 


HUMANUS. 


<6 ED --4 > 
On the Prattice of Gouging. 
HERE cannot be traced 


in all ancient hiftory fo 
deteftable and infernal a cuf- 
tom as has been known of late 
in America, in the fighting 
way, between human rational 
beings! The brute creation are 
far more honourable by nature 
in their refentments to each 
ather. The victor is fatisfied 
with the victory he obtains, 
and leaves his proftrate yielder 
to recover his wonted vigour 5 
but the fell malice of an inex- 
orable imp-like mortal purfi 
with, 
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_with unremitting vengeance, 
to maim and deftroy the con- 
quered victim, by that infer- 
nal method of gouging our the 
eyes which his Maker beftow- 
ed on him as the greateft of 
earthly bleffings. 

Lately a friend to humanity 
was an eye-witnefs of a horrid 
feene aes t men en- 

dat the fifts, having pre- 
Sioully promifed to act fairly 
and honourably by each other, 
agreeably to the true Brough- 
tonian rules. One of them re- 
ligioufly kept his promife ; 
often threw his antagonift, and 
honourably permitted him to 
rife and renew the conteft : 
and this lenity he expected 
from the other ; but, O wretch- 


ed to recount the fcene that’ 


followed ! the firft fall he gave 
his generous combatant, the 
monfter threw his ponderous 
careafe‘on the unhappy vic- 
tim, and in an inftant thruft 
his fingers into both eyes, 
plucked them out, threw them 
an the ground, and left him, 
exulting in the barbarous act, 
well knowing there were no 
human laws to be accountable 
te, for this horrid a¢t, worft 
than murder! The poor un- 
happy fufferer by his daily 
Jabour fupported an aftection- 
ate wife and fix tender ¢hil- 
dren, now left forlorn, help- 
lefs, and the poor blind parent 
remains an object diftrefling 
to behold. 

- Ought not our legiflatures 
immediately to fet about re- 


Anecdote. 


{training this wicked practice, 
by making death, or gouging, 
the penalty, without benefit 
of clergy 2? What lengths will 
not depraved men go to, when 
unreftrained by penal laws? 
The deftructive confequences, 
if it be permitted to continue 
with impunity, will bring a 
curfe on the land. 


1 SS]? 
Anecdote. 
OLONEL Vanharn, an 


American gentleman, had 
the extraordinary ;fortune to 
give, on the fame day, a break- 
taft co lord Cornwallis, anda 
dinner ta general \Lincoln. 
Lord Cornwallis, -informed 
that the latter had -flept as 
mr. Vanhofn’s, came-to také 
him by furprife : bat Lincoln, 
getting intelligence of his de- 
fign, retired into the woods, 
Lord ‘Cornwallis, aftonifhed 
not to find him, asked if the 
American general was not in 
the houfe ? ** No,” replied mr. 
Vianhorn, bluntly. “ On your 
honour ?” fays Cornwallis. 
‘** On my honour: and, if you 
doubr it, here are the keys, 
you may fearch yourfclf.” ** I 
fhall take your word for it,” 
faid lord Cornwallis, and 
asked for fome breakfaft: an 
hour afterwards, he returned 
to the army. Lincoln, who was 
concealed at no great diftance, 
immediately returned, and 
dined quietly with his hoft. 

POEMS 
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Receipt tor a Cough. 


MM“ coughing, dear Phebe, with 
cafe you might {pare, 

Much hoarfenets and trowoic, much head- 
ach and care, . 

If a wet parlour floor you would feldom ad- 
mit, 

@: a window fhov'd up in the room where 
yeu fit ; 

If abroad ‘twere your rule but few mo- 
ments to fpend, 

When the damp thades of evenim= unheal- 
thy defcend ; 

But when fable night with its vapours mo- 
left, 

Be (paring of fupper, be early to reft : 

Then lie am the morning as long as you 
a 

While tomething diverts you--for nothing 

thould teale ; 

With the fteam of your hyfon, if health 
you purfuc, 

A cept, without butrer, a bifcuit or two ; 

When you rife, it will further the cure of 
your cough, 

Tho’ your drefs thould be light, let there 
ftill be enough : 

Serene be your paflions, your temper be 
calm, 

Keep cafy, contented, keep chearful and 
warm,---—---- 

Thefe are my directions -—be this your be- 
lief, 

i'm an ign’rant old quack, if they give 
not relict. 


JOSH VU A. 
O* that great day when heav’n ape 


pear d in fighr, 
And Ifrael conquer’d the proud Amorite : 
Amid th- tribes i urepid } thua ftnod, 
Array'd in ail the terrors of his God 
Whene'r he mov'd, the Heathen were dif- 
may'd; 
Dat, a 7 (poke, the holt of heaven o- 
ey'd; 


3 


«« Sun, be thou filent o'er Gibeon’s bill, * 

** And chou, O Moon! 19 Ayalon be ftiil.” 

Then paus’d ch’ aftonith d ton -~—cthe moea 
beheld | held, 

Each fcene of death, and hower'd o'er the 

Then her dun orb, by pow © iupreme con- 
t oul’ a 

Pale thro” the beav'as in filent 
ro — 

Say, fhall not this co larett + 

Inthe tarrvola ne by the 


grandes 


me 
hreous penn 4? 
a's cternal 


defcend, 


For one whale day, by heav 
will, 

The fan Rood filent, am! the moon wos 
itill. 


* aceufed of 
commanding the fun co fland fil, and te 
ot contradicting the Copernican Syltem. 
This error ‘inated from our com- 
mon verfion of the bible, and we have by 
this means 

bie beauty 


asvulc? 


* Yothua has been wrongful! 


has ori 


ovetiooked a molt remarka= 


m the otigtal---Joiaua 
a ly herpparts a comma ye 
fun to ftand fill, thac he may have cay 
} This 


been already ete 


light fufhcsent to conquer hi 
conqueft appears to have 
feed. The tun and the moun are fat 
Stators :---they are he 
waite witit 


sche mics 


imte- 
ly antroduced as {p 
lent mthe midit ot heawen, an 
altonifhment at the ads ot Mraci, ot Jo- 
thua, and the rerrible flaughter of the A 
maovrites, by hailllones. I wa 

the bakdeli feurc«, and ¢t 
nifhment ; the fun and 
duced, they are called upon to be {nent 
¢. ahtoniihicd 
are fo. This ss perhaps among the h 


w tuo 
rex are int 


snd we 4 i rreea 


mitances af the 
can be mere iu 
following is nea 
trom the Hebrew : 
And Joihua iy 7 
when Aletm detivcred 
Itevel, ama Josh 
be theu 
Moon, in the va 
was ict, 
people were 
Shail mot this be writtes 
(Jather) ri htcous, that he tom was ti 
in the midft of heaven, and hafted noe cu- 
ring a whole day 
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474. Werter’s Death. Epitaph. Profpeét of America. 


DEATH OF WERTER. 


I. 
A”? fay, did Charlotte’s hand thefe 
piftols give ? 

Come, ye dearpledges, facred to my love-- 

Since giv’n by her, *rwould be a crime to 
live----- 

No; come ye piftols; all your death I 
prove. 


Il. 
But firft one kifs, for there did Charlotte 
touch, 
Ye {acred relics, now are ye moft dear; 
‘Tho’ o’ er your deeds will Charlotte forrow 
much, 


And even Albert drop a pitying tear. 
III. 
May heav’n forgive the unconfider'd 
decd! 


It gave me paffions, nor cauld I contreul : 
But if, poor Werter, tis a crime to bleed, 
The God of heav’n have mercy on thy foul! 
IV. 
Charlotte! go !----my piftols have their 
load : 
My laft, my dying thoughts are fix’d on 
ou! 
I go! 1 gothro’ death's untrodden road ; 
Once, and for ever, Charlotte--Oh! adieu! 


> DO S| *- > 


WERTERs EPITAPH, 
I. 
TRANGER ! whoe’er thou art, that 
from below 
This grafs-green hill, with fteady fteps 
doit prefs : 
Shed fympathetic tears ; for ftrangerknow, 
Here lics the fon of forrow and diftrefs. 
II. 

Altho’ kis foul with ev’ry virtue mov'd, 
Tho’ at his birth deceitful fortune fmil’d, 
In one fad hour, too fatally he lov'd ; 

Falfe fortune frown’d, and he was forrew’s 
child. 
III. 
Heav'n gave him paffions, as the virtue 
gave, 
But gave net pow’r thofe paflions to fup- 
refs : 


P 
By them fubdu’d he flumbers in the re 


The foul’s lait refuge from terrene ¢ 
IV. 
Around his tomb, the fweeteft yrafs thall 

{pring ; 

And anual fowers fhall ever bloflom here ; 

Here fairy forms their lovelieft gifts thall 
bring, 

And paffing ftrangers thed the pitying 
tear. 


iltrefs. 


THE PROSPECT OF AMERICA, 
Dedicated to General Wathington. 


H* fair Columbia! dearer to mp 
eyes, 
Than all the aaine the eaftern world fup- 
lies ; 
Warm oan the conqueft of thy hardy foes, 
Tis we oF length, dear land, totatte re- 
e. 
Hail, fair Columbia! whofe immortal 
fame, 
Thro’ the wide earth, already fpreads thy 
name: 
Nations thallown, and envy as they praife, 
The Roman grandeur, dazzled . thy 
rays. ‘ 
Hail, fairColumbia! where no clanking 
chains, 
No plaints are heard, no gloorhy tyrant 
reigns 3 
Where wond’ ring nations, with amaze be- 
hold 
Thy fons in virtue, as in manners, bold; 
Where heay’n-bern freedom (fmiles upog 
h-r brow) 
Chears the tir'd lab’rer, at the toilfome 
plough; 
While thy firm fon, who threth’d his well- 
earn’d wheat, 
In peace and fafety fhares the homely 
treat 5 
With confcious freedom cultivates his 
farm, 
And thanks his Gad, that none can do him 
harm. 
Soft gentle reft the weary lab’ rer craves, 
When the fun trembles o'er the weftern 
waves. 
Firft from the team, the toiling cattle 
freed, 
Or rove in freedom, or in plenty Feed ; 
The faithful oxen labour not in vain, 
Lo! Buck and Stirling thare their well 
earn’d grain. 
See, from his toil, the wearied mafter 
hie 
To yon lowcot, which courts the trav’ler’s 
eye ; 
With — ftep, he leaves the much-lov’d 
field, 


Which many a year his hardy hands have 

Hor which, fall many a day, with heart e- 

He Pay and return’d fo late. 

** In homely guife,” but richer far than 

At the wide dgor, his much-lov’d wife be- 
old; 
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With heart-felt warmth, which might a 
ace become, 
She bids the good man hearty welcome 


me 5 
Then fpreads before him what her ftores 
afford ; 
Cold beet and brown bread crown the heal- 
thy board : 
While round their father, from their fight 
fo long, {ehrong, 
With cager hafte the little prattlers 
With antic geftures, and with wanton glee, 
Mang on his coat, and fondle on his knee 5 
With many a little tale, they draw the 
fmile, 
And court his looks with many a playful 
wile. 
Bchoid him now, with calm ‘unanxious 
bi lt, 
Sink in fofc flumbers on the bed_of reft ; 
Hor filent fade, the night around him 
throws, 
Ard lulls his mind co undifturb’d repofe, 
Till far away, the dark’ ning thadows fly, 
And the bright morning reddens in the 
sky 5 
He hails, withcheary fong, the beauteous 
ray, 
Glad to retume the labours of the day 5 
Freth from his conch, to wonted toil he 
fprings, 
Friend to no tyrants, envious of no kings. 
Such men, O Britain! once upon the 
field, 
Bore down whole ranks, and made the 
mighty yield. 
Have you forgot when tow’ring on the 
plain 
They came, thro’ blood, o’er mountain- 
heaps of flain? 
Ah, no! your widows’ tears, your orphans’ 
groans, 
Shall tell che ftory to your futurefons : 
Your future fons, their fathers yet unborn, 
Shall rue the rifing of the fatal morn, 
When firlt provok'd to deeds of endlefs 
fame, 
Warm from the plough, each hardy warri- 
orcame, 
$natch’d his known musket, join’d his 
corps, and foon [nown, 
Reap'd the thick harveft of deferv'd re- 
Behold our chieftains, bending from the 
field, 
To {pets paternal, which their hands had 
till’d: 
There the great warriors, who-----(tho’ 
{trange it feem) 
Direéted armics---now dire& theirteam: 
Once march’d to glory o'er the field, and 
now 
With equal grandeur mareh---behind the 
plough. 
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So once in Rome, great Cincinnatus rofe, 
And o the ftorm of vengeance on hey 
O¢s 5 
Tow'r’d on the plain (while terror flew 
before) 
And bade the thunder of the battle roar ; 
Then tir’d with conqueft, but with laurel 
crown’d, 
Sought his lov'd fields, and till’d his ftube 
born ground. 
Now brighter funs illume our {miling 
plains, 
Where peace refides, where independence 
reigns. 
Hail; peace ! thou witaefs of our happicit 
days: lays. 
Hail, heav’nly-born ! to thee we tune the 
No more grim war the frighted land a- 
larms 
With fcenes of flaughter, or the clath of 
arms} 
Whit es and freedom, with returning 
ight, 
Burft in full radianeeon our raptur’d fight. 
No lovely youth now bleeds upon the 
plain, 
The rev’rend fire lgmenting o’er the flain # 
For him no more maternal forrows flow, 
Nor more the virgin fighs her bofom woe = 
For God commands the rage of war te 
ceafe, 
And fends us blefings in the form of peace. 
Unfhook by arms, unhurt by warring 


bands, 

Firm as the heay'ns, our independence 
ftands ; 

From ftubborn conteft fprings Columbia’s 
fame, (name. 


And the earth labours with the might 
To thofe from whom (next heav’n) fuck 

bleffings flow, 

Their loud appiaufe whole millions fhak 
beftow : 

Their unborn fons, at many a diltant date, 

Shall hail the men who dar’d defend the 
ftate ; 

In glowing luftre, fall their glories lait, 

Fach age ftill adding tothe ages paft: 


Beyond that day when nature finks in 
flames, 
The skies thall glitter with their glorious 
names. 
Long fh ll thy land with grateful ardour 
owr 


Thy worth, O Hancock ! * freedom’s ge- 
nuine fon : 

Firft in the council, eloquent and wife, 

To fave thy country, we beheld thee rife : 

With what fmooth flow, thy copious ace 
cents wind 


* Hancock and Adams, the two proferi- 
bed American Patricts, 


Thea? 
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Thro’ the warm’d heart, and bear away 
the mind ! 
How rofe the patriots, refolute and bold ; 
How fthook the fenate,. when’ thy periods 
roll’d: 
Thick on the field they ftood, in dire dif- 
lay, 
Whilft coo, great chieftain, led the glo- 
rious way. 
With thee, an early candidate for fame, 
Thy firm colleague afferts the rightful 
claim ; 
Dear to remembrance, when all time is 


palt, 

The nameof Adams fhall for ever laft. 

When firft with rapid courfe, like {fpread- 

ing flame, 

O’ er all our coafts the fons of Britain came, 

His country faw their much-lov'd Ward } 
arife, 

Bold was his manner and his foul was wife. 

Thee too, great Hopkins, heay’n-born 
freedom fir’ d, 

And all the genius of thy land infpir d. 

Then with he-rt-feeling warmth, with 


+ w’r divine, 
‘To rout the foul, O nie ! was thine; 
When ftrong and clear thy elocution flows, 
The ear is raptur’4, and the bofom glows. 
From men like thefe, with glorious drdour 
warm’'d, , 
Sprung the firft fenates which Columbia 
form’ d, 
When Freedom's children Fann’d the rifing 
flame, 
And diftant lands refounded to their fame. 
While jultice rules, while love of Free- 
dom charms, 
While greatnefs dazzles, and while glory 
warms, 
How can each bard, unfinifh’d, quit the 
lore, 
That thines with names for ages to adore ? 
Amid fuch themes, the patriot foul dif- 
dains 
The trivial lay, or dull ignoble ftrains. 
Rutledge ! * to thee fuch honours all! be- 
long, 
Hiftoric honours, and the poet’s fong : 
Th’ immortal page to lateft times thall 
tell, 
reat, how glorious, and belov’d 
ow well. 
Full oft the fenate of Columbia’s choice 
Has claim’d thy wifdom, and thy patriot 
voice ; 


How 


+ Ward, Hopkins and Elery, the three 
wee delegates from the {tate of Rhode-If- 
land. 


* J. Rutledge, efq. of South Carolina. 
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And oft thy wifdom inth’ event was fer, 
To guide the movements of the great ma. 
chine. 
When o’er thy land inyafive Brita 
fpread, 
With deeds of blood, and defolatio, 
dread, 
While all _ firmnefs of thy foul was 
try'd, 
Thycountry’s genius triumph’d at thy fide, 
She faw thee, chief, in all thy greatnefs 
thine, 
And doom’d the honours of the patriot 
thine : 
Entwin’d the wreathof glory for thy brow, 
And bade to thee, fucceeding laurels grow; 
That while the bards thall of thy country 
tell, 
Who greatly conquer'd, and who bravely 
ell, 
They'll fing, diftinguish’d, from, the train 
approv 'd, 
Rutledge, the great, the honour’d, and 
belov'd. 
Long live the man in early conteft found, 
Who fpoke his heart, when daftards trem. 
bled round ; 
Who, fir'd with more than Greek or Ro- 
man rage, . 
Plath’d truth on tyrants from his manly 
page : 
Immortal Payne, whofe pen, furpris’d, we 
faw, 
Could fathion empires, while it kindled 
war— 
When firft with awful pow’r to cruth the 
foes, 
All bright, in glitt’ring arms, Columbia 
rofe, 
From thee our fons the glorious mandate 
took, 
As if from heav’n fome oracle had {poke , 
And when thy pen reveal'd the grand de- 
fign, 
*Twas done: Columbia’s liberry war 
thine. 


Great Wafhington ! thy founding fame 
infpires 
The heav’n-rapt bard, with more than 
human fires : 
Come, like thyfelf, with all the dazzling 
rays 
Of glory crown'd, thou faireft child of 
praife : 
O, come ! as when vi<torious on the plain, 
The vanquith’d legions trembled in thy 
train ; 
When thro’ the earth thy bright’ning 
f{plendor thone, 
And glad Columbia hail’d her conqu’ring 
fon. 
Britannia 
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Britannia firft, in fwarmy numbers 
proud, 
Frown’ a on the hill-tops like a blacken’d 
cloud : 
Then we beheld thee, glorious chief—-thy 
arm 
Swept the thick ranks, and thook the bat- 
tle itorm : 
While thy firm fquadrons, thro’ the curl- 
ing gloom, 
In fteady thunders pour’d Britannia’s 
doom. 
As when o’er guilty heads Jehovah forms 
Black theets of vengeance, and impending 
ftorms, 
The pow’r of heav’n his whole creation 
throuds, 
In fable horvor, and a nicht of clouds ; 
Lo! fwift as thought, the angry flathes 


fly, 

Red flames and darknefs mingling in the 
shy: 

Terrific contraft! while with deepen’d 
found 


The thunder fpeaks ! loud, awrul, and 
profoun sd: 

Heav'n's chofen fav’rites tremble 
fign, 

And guilcy wretches fly the wrath divine. 


art the 


Thus where thy arm the ftorm of battle 
{pread, 
Trembling and pale, the adverfe legions 
fled ; 
Nor all efcap’ d---for numb’ring with the 
fl: iN, 
What mighcy warriors preft the fanguine 
plain! 
Vahappy youths! deflin’d to view no 
more 
The whit’ ning profpe& of fair Albion's 
fhore 
No more from » fighting fields the warriors 
come, 


natal home. 
boiling from 


For fate denies to view their 
As broad black billows, 
the deep, 
Burit in deftruction onthe fhatter'd thip, 
When roaring north the foamy furge de- 
forms, 
And rolls dread rin from an handred 
{to ms ° 
Such, and fo dresdful, o’er th’ aftonifh’d 
foes, 
Burft the red vengeance, 
arofe. 
To thee, great 
lier pours 
The foft fmooth fonnd, where no ron gh 
torrenc roars. 


when thy wrath 


chieFeain, now far love- 


From fcenes of flaughter where the echo- 
ing h sath 

Ts thook with battle and is @1'd with 
dea 
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From thouting bands, tumultuous in ap- 
plaufe, 
From wond'ring.ftates ambitious of thy 
laws--- 
Thou turn’dit. What chief could, O Co- 
lumbja ! thine, (chine ? 
With half the heav’n-born digwity of 
Once more to thy fair {eats weview thee 
come, 
While each pleas’d neighbour gratulates 
thee heme ; 
On grafs-green Vernon, lovelier beams the 
morn, {turn ; 
And glad Potowmack murmurs thy re- 
Illufttious chief !---amidtt thy fweet re- 
treat, 
May’ ft thou live happy, as thou'rt good 
> andgreat! 
While yet thou view ft with tranfport us 
thy eyes, 
Thy darling land with full-orb’d glory rife ; 
While no dark ant o'er Columbia 
frowns, { ¢ rowns. 
But glorious Freedom ev'ry blefling 
While raptur’d fkates in gi atitude beftow 
Their thanks for bieGngs which to thee 
they owe. 
No more thy bands cherr Wathington 
ee 
Thy refeu'd country calls to arms no more. 
But fmiliny heav'n has luli’d thy cares to 
reft, [dled breaft : 
And calm’d with lenient hand thy trou- 
In {weet retirement bids thy labours ceafe, 
And gilds the evening of thy days with 
peace: 
In haleyon flow, and fmooth as fummer’s 
feas, e 
Thy hours fhall pafs in philofophic eafe, 
Till time fhall gently beck thee from the 
ftage, 
In the mild. meliow of a ripe old age: 
And many aneve thall {tart the guihing 
tear, “fdear, 
W hile thy lov’d country holds thy mem’ry 
Nor thale thou mourn, in Alexandrian 
lavs * 
Thou hadit no Homer to record thy praife: 
For many a bard, of ages yet unborn, 
Shall with thy name his tuneful lays adorns 
In lafting archives thall chy glories reft, 
Engrav” d for ever on each grateful breatt: 
In ev'ry heart thy monument be known, 
With this infcription—-*¢ Here 1s Waih- 
ington.” 
To chee, © Greene! each mufe her tri- 
bute pays, 
Creat chieftain ! crown’d with never- 
fading bays : 


* It was a well known lamentation of 
Alexander the great, that he was deftirute 


of a Homer tocelebrate his a@ious. 
Thy 
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Thy worth thy codntry, ever grateful, There flits great Mercer’s thade, and 
owns, here is on 
Her firft of warriors, and her beft of fons. The much-lov'’| Yeates---fair freedom’s 
Hail, Putnam! * hail, thou venerable genuine fon. 


name! But who emerges from yon gloomy 
Tho’ dark oblivion threats thy mighty cloud, 

fame, With bleeding bofom crims’ning o'er 
It threats in vain—-for long thalt thou be his throud ? 7 

known, *Tis he ! in all the pompof death difplay'd, 
Who firft in virtue, and in battle fhone, © Montgom’ry comes ! Behold the mighty 
When fourfcore years had blanch’d thy thade, 

laurell’d head, 


Greater than life: while (never to divide) 
Strong in thine age, the fame of wrath Lo, Wolfe, immortal Wolfe, attends his 


was f{pread. fide. 
Behold what names fame’s {welling lift M*‘Pherfon too! and (who can tears re- 
adorn, frain ?) 
Great glorious names for age eternal born. See! gentle Checfeman glid.s along the 
There Gates, there Wayne, there Lincoln plain. 


ftand enroll’d, Hail, warrior thades! whofe awful 
And Fleury glitters there in letter’d gold. tombs are found 

To chefe Columbia at the lateft day, On Abram’s plain, that eonfgcrated 
The debt of heart-felt gratitude thall pay: ground. 


They once in hours of gloemy danger rofe, Hail, ye great chieftains! who, amidtt 


Tow’'r'd on her fields, and cruth’d hee ftub- the roar 
born foes. Of thund’ring cannon, lav’d the ficld in 
Now to their coungry ends their great de- gore: 
fign Still thail your mem’ry wake the tender 
In heav’n-born peace, and liberty divine. tear, 
What forms + are thefe,which flit along Dear to your country, to* whole nations 
the glades dear: 


With filent tweep ? what vifionary fhades ? Columbia's baid, {mit with the heav'n- 
Ah ! fee them move---the brave, the bleed- born flame, 


ing train To lateft times perpetuates your name 5; 
Of glo:ious men, in fields of battle flain. While heav’n’s frit angel bids your glovies 
There was thy wound, Columbia---ftill to rife, 

thee, And prints them deathlefs in your native 
In mem’ry dear, thy martyr’d fons fhall skies. 

e: But ye, grest worthies, genuine fons of 

Their names, their fates, remoteft ages praife, 

hear, Whofe patriot virtues claim immortal 
While virtue theds the fympathifing tear. lays, 
See yonder ghoft, whofe pallid face out- a the poet, if his much-loy’d 

vies on 


The white moon, glimm'ring in the eaft- Nor bears the glory of your deeds along 5 


ern skies : For fhould he {trive to found each mighty 
His fhadowy arms! his mantle like the name, 

fnows ! With which his country fwells the lift of 
His wounded breaft, whence feeming fame 


crimfon flows : *Midft the vaft labour of the arduous tale, 
He was the firft, who gain’d the martyr’s His time, his numbers, and his verfe 
fame: would fail. 
Say, who has heard not mighty Warren's Columbia, hail ! | fair rifing to the eye, 
name ? *Midit the warm funthine of the weitern 
sky ; 
* The brave Putnam feems tohave been Thy fertile coafts with rich luxuriance 
almoft obfcured amidft the glare of fuc- crown’d, 
ceeding worthies; but his earlyand gal- Where the blue ocean rolls his waves a+ 
jane fervices entitle him to an everlait- round ; 
ing remembrance. Thy vales, which fummer fpreads his fra- 
T The poet beholds paffing before him, grance o'er, ; 
the ghofts of thofe brave men whe fell in While che foft zephyrs waft it from the 
she Aracrican contelt. thore ; 
; Thy 
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Thy verdant hills, afar by ftrangers feen—~ 
Thy fpreading glades, thy fields for ever 
teen--- {coatt, 

Thy riling cities, length’ning round the 
And thole deep forefts, where the eye is 
loft, (fight, 

With beauteous grandeur mingling in the 
All thefe confpire to give the foul delight. 
To thy warm plains, the northern fub- 


jeQ flies 
Fone ol pinching of inclement skies 5 
While India’s children, from her fun-burnt 


glades, 
Sc-k cool retirement in thy happier fhades, 
The man of wealth, whofe gather'’d ftores 
exceed [need, 
The happy fums ten thoufand wretches 
Surveys the profpe&, beauteous all and 
fair, [air 5 
Ard leaves his own for bleft Columbia's 
W hile the r wretch, by pallid hunger 
nurft, 
Worn down by labour, and by taxes curft, 
From lands where famine or a tyrant 
reigns, i 
Comes, and is happy on thy lovelier plains. 
See thy bleft fons in ev'ry thape renown'd, 
Some tend the flocks, while others till the 


F seangre 
Some fhear the theep, and fleece on fleece 
they {pread, (ning thread 5 
From whence the matron fpins the length- 
W hile the lone lab’ rer thra’ the fpreit hies, 
And fells thofe woods which foon in fleets 
muft rife. 
Nor in rude arts thy fons excel alone, 
Are they not great in paths of {cience 
known? 
Do they not tread that fpot the mufes love, 
Thro’ flow’ ry mazes of the laurel grove? 
Yes; fairColumbia, ruthing into day, 
See where thy Franklin points the glorious 
way; 
Like Newton skill’d, dark error to con- 
troul, ({cur’d foul. 
And pour bright knowledge on th’ enrap- 
See hen the tage all venerable ftands, 
Th’ electric tube red glimm’ring 1 his 
hands. {{preads 
Go, mighty genius, where thy judgment 
The road to glory--where fair fcience leads. 
From yon Black clouds, that law with 
tempefts bend, 
Compel the angry thunder to defcend ; 
And as the light’ning flathes fwift on high, 
O! feize it glimm’ ring trom the darken’d 


sky: 
Then, like thyfelf, with fame envelop’d 
o'er, [lefs roar, 
While round thy brow the thunders harm- 
Rife greater ftill---fiom tyrants {natch 
the rod, 
And be the fecond only to thy God, 
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Thou hait : for le, whence fwelling 
oceans foam, [come. 
Fair to the view, commutual treaties 
Thy wifdom jein’d the widely-diff ring 
pow'rs, {ours. 
And made fweet peace and independence 
Thro’ the calm breaft what lov’d idea® 
roll, 
What flowing periods elevate the foul, 
When the great Farmer, gen'rous, clear, 
and itrong, 
Bears the rais’d mind by magic pow’r 
along. 
Well known that pen, in fmooth perfua- 
fion skill’ d, { wield. 
Which none but treedom’s Dickinfon can 
Behold great Winthrep, ftudious te 
‘explore 
The myttic page of philofuphic lore ; 
Nor ftudious lefs to view that tome re- 
fin’d, [ mind. 
Whih heav’n, indulgent, opens to the 
There Williamfon purfues the mazy read, 
And points thro’ nature’s works to na- 
ture’s God. 
There too, great Oliver his page refines, 
And vindicates th} omnipotent defigns ; 
Shews the red comet, which thro’ ether 
flames, ' 
The fov reignwifdom of its God proclaims. 
Here omr loy’d poets tune th’ immortal 
_ days, ; (praife. 
While praife infpires, for much they merit 
Hark ! Freneau’s voice attunes the folema 
air, 
He fings to Freedom, and he fings of war; 
With noble warmth, fhews man created 
free, . [to be.” 
** When God, from chaos, gave this world 
What plaintive fong, what melancholy 
tale, [vale? 
Rides on the breeze, and fpreads upon the 
>Tis Barlow's itrain, which folemn pours 
along, [fong. 
For Hofmer’s dead, and fadden’d is the 
Here the fair volume thews the farfpread 
name { fame. 
Of wondrous "Wheatley, Afric’s heir to 
Well is it known what glowing genius 
fhines, {lines: 
What force of numbers, in her polith'd 
With inagic pow’r the grand defeript ong 
roll 
Thick on the mind, and agitate the foul. 
Such warmth of fancy, once a Mayle fir'd, 
Untaughte he fung, by all the mute mnfpin’d. 
Near cach tam’d city o'er the wide do- 
main, 
Where beauteous nature fpreads the level 
plain, 


Where healthy breezes {pin the lergthen’d 


age, 
The youthtul Rudent curns the clafi: page; 


roy 
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From noife retir’d, falabrious airs invite 

The foul to knowledge-—teem ing with de- 
light. [prife 

On fuch tair fpots, the trav’ ler with fur- 

Sees many acollege in bright profpea rife: 

There the learn’d youth the wiliing tribuce 
pays, {days 5” 

To his lov'd ancients ---—-** Bards of other 

There, taught the force of rolling Greek to 
on, 

W ith the fmooth polith’d Ciceronian line, 

He ftands for fame, to add a rival foon 

To Stiles, to Varnum, orto Witherfpoon. 

Rich in the knowledge of five thoufand 

years, 

Lo! lovely at jing 84 appears, Leyes, 

With {miles of joy, with picafure in her 

Beholds her voung Acadeiny arife ; 

Complacent views focieties that join 

In wifdom’s facred caufe, and icience all 
divine. 

Here kindly nature ev’ ry bleffing fpreads 

O’er the brown forcit, and the how’ ry 
meacs. (sky, 

See yon tall pine which threatens go the 

And mutt, ere long, thro’ tea-green furges 


ly, 
Chang’dtoa m-ft, (for fo the fates decree) 
On fome proud ship it rides the billowy fea. 
There tow'rs the oak, for many a purpofe 
good, | wood. 
*Midft ali his pride, the monarch of the 
Here poplars rife, and ever weeping there 
In conftant verdure, the balfamic fir. 
Tall maples here their treaiur'd{weets dif- 
clofe, [rows ; 
And there the poet’s much-lov'd laurel 
Wich many a tree unknown co other skies, 
And many a foveft whence theirnavies rife. 
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Mence {warming merchants o'er ‘the bri- 
ny floods, [ woods ; 
In hollow fhips thall bear the leaflets 
And hence to ditant climes they too thall 
bear [tar. 
The well-fpun cordage, and th’ unequail’d 
No more the loom of fair Hibernia 
groans 
With therich linen for Columbia’s fons ; 
For native here, it emulates the fnows, 
And bere the fi:k with native purple giws. 
As the wide fea, her coheed billows 
pours, (thores ; 
Now flows, now ebbs upon the founding 
So fair Columbia’s wayward merchants 
roany 
To ev'ry port, from ev'ry port they come, 
And wealthy nations pour the golden tide, 
As wane waves o'er fea-green oceans 
ride; 
While nothing enters, but for ufe defign’d, 
Lo! ev'ry export leaves its wealth behind. 
’Midft {warming nations heav'n-born juf> 
tice reigns [plains ; 
O’er the throng’d cities, and the buly 
While fmiling freedom, whence loud 
{urges roar, ({thore. 
Invites fair commerce to her peaceful 
The fwarthy merchant of the Eaftern 
skies 
Where from the deep the beams of morn- 
ing rife---- 
The Weitern climes where fetring Phrbus 
laves 
His radiant glories in their fea-green 
waves, fords, 
Receive, @delighted, what our land af- 
And hail Columbia at their fellive boards. 
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